
Surgeons Meeting Joint 
Commission Requirements on 

Pain Management
How to Use the Safe and Effective Pain Control After Surgery Brochure 

With Your Patients



Joint Commission Requirements: 
The Nitty Gritty
• Took effect January 1, 2018
• EP: 7 The hospital reassesses and responds to the patient’s pain through the following 

activities:
• Evaluation and documentation of response(s) to pain intervention(s)
• Progress toward pain management goals including functional ability (for example, ability to take a 

deep breath, turn in bed, and walk with improved pain control)
• Side effects of treatment
• Risk factors for adverse events caused by the treatment

• EP 8: The hospital educates the patient and family on discharge plans related to pain 
management, including the following:

• Pain management plan of care
• Side effects of pain management treatment
• Activities of daily living, including the home environment, that might exacerbate pain or reduce 

effectiveness of the pain management plan of care, as well as strategies to address these issues
• Safe use, storage, and disposal of opioids when prescribed



What Should Surgeons be Discussing With Their 
Patients About Safe and Effective Pain Control? 

At a minimum…
• Screen for abuse 

potential
• Use alternatives to 

opioids whenever 
possible

• Educate your 
patients about how 
to use opioids safely



What Should Surgeons be Discussing With Their 
Patients About Safe and Effective Pain Control 
(cont’d)? 



Provide education 
on non-opioid 
medications, 
when appropriate



Progress toward pain 
management goals 
including functional 
ability (for example, 
ability to take a deep 
breath, turn in bed, and 
walk with improved 
pain control)



Pain management 
plan of care



Side effects of 
treatment



Safe use of opioids 
when prescribed



Safe storage and 
disposal of opioids



• Many small practice groups or community hospitals may not have access to specialized 
services. As a first step in helping practitioners access needed patient resources, the 
brochure encourages practitioners and patients to utilize SAMHSA’s offerings. 

The hospital provides information to staff and LIPs on available services for 
consultation and referral of patients with complex pain management needs.



Evaluation and 
documentation of 
response(s) to pain 
intervention(s)



Evaluation and 
documentation of 
response(s) to pain 
intervention(s) 
(cont’d)

Patients may also submit their evaluations anonymously 
online: https://redcap.healthlnk.org/surveys/?s=PYT3EDJK79

https://redcap.healthlnk.org/surveys/?s=PYT3EDJK79


This decision aid is 
one more tool for 
surgeons and 
surgical teams to use 
when educating their 
patients on the 
management of 
postoperative pain. 
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