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Concurrent Surgery

The Perfect Storm

* A borderline acceptable practice

e Disgruntled faculty members
* A hungry investigative reporting team

* A less than desirable baseline relationship
between the health system and the city’s
leading newspaper
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Concurrent Surgery

Pre-2011

2011-2013

2013-2014
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MGH Timeline - #1

Followed CMS billing guidelines

- Concern raised; External review;
New policy/education; ACS review

- Reported to State Board of
Registration, Department of Public
Health, JCAHO with no negative
findings or actions
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Concurrent Surgery
MGH Timeline - #2

2014-2015 - Spotlight Team investigation begins

2015 - MGH Response: Education,
Consultants, Outcome Analysis,
“Self Defense”

October 25, 2015 - Story Published
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Concurrent Surgery
MGH Timeline - #2

2014-2015 - Spotlight Team investigation begins

2015 - MGH Response: Education,
Consultants, Outcome Analysis,
“Self Defense”

October 25, 2015 - Story Published

November 2015-present. Follow up stories, editorials
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With double-booked surgeries, the
patient has a right to know

m By Joan Vennochi  GLOBE COLUMNIST OCTOBER 26, 2015

- -

SOME PEOPLE can't walk and chew gum at the same time.

Then, there are highly skilled surgeons who ean perform complex and risly
procedures on two patients, in two separate operating rooms, over the same

scheduled time period.

It's called concurrent surgery, and how it plavs out at Massachusetts General
Hospital was detailed in an extensive Globe Spotlight Team report. The Globe
investigation, which focused on specific malpractice litigation, revealed that
double-booked surgery is accepted practice at MGH. Surprisingly, there's no
-_':-]_'||i_:;'__j!ﬁi'r‘.‘.u to tell the ]'|.;|_I,E|'_'|'|t that it will be 1'::|_;'|['||'_'||i1'|l'p', - BEVET] I|'.-:"|ll;;;i'. some top

medical professionals question the ethics of it all.
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EDITORIAL

Patients owed full disclosure on
concurrent surgeries

By The Editorial Board| OCTOBER 28, 2015
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SPOTLIGHT

Concurrent surgeries come under
new scrutiny

r \

YT

JONATHAN WIGGS/GLOBE STAFF
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center has told surgeons that “plans for overlapping surgery

should be disclosed to the patient prior to the surgery.”

By Jenn Abelson, Jonathan Saltzman and Liz Kowalezvk | GLOBE STAFF

DECEMBER 20, 2015
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SPOTLIGHT FOLLOW-UP

State acts on simultaneous surgeries

DINA RUDICK/GLOBE STAFF
The Lunder Building at Massachusetts General Hospital, which opened in 2011, is where

orthopedic surgeons operate.

By Jonathan Saltzman and Jenn Abelson | GLOBE STAFF JANUARY 07, 2016
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Concurrent Surgery

Follow-up #1

« ACS Committee/Policy Statement
 Department of Justice Investigation
e US Senate Investigation

« New MGH Policy with increased
Transparency and Documentation
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Concurrent Surgery

Follow-up #2

e Total cost to MGH: Millions of
dollars........ and potentially much more
to come

e NO obvious effect on Institutional or
clinical volume, ? reputation
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Concurrent Surgery

Satisfaction

2016 — Pulitzer Prize
For Investigative Reporting:
Tampa Bay Times
and
Sarasota Herald Tribune
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