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DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

BARNES HOSPITAL 
600 SOUTH KINGSHIGHW A Y 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS (1 0), .MO. 

AUG 1 

August 9, 1950 

When I came back to my office the other day follmdng a brief 
vacation I found your letter congratulating me on receiving the Distin
guished Service Award of the A.M.A. It was very nice indeed of you to write 
to me and I appreciate it immensely. 

I am afraid that you have a very exaggerated idea o! my accomplish
ments and probably the A.M.A. has also. I was really taken completely by 
surprise when I received news of the award. I have not always been one of 
the staunchest supporters of the A.M.A. and therefore the award came to me 
very unexpectedly. 

I hope to see you at the Boston meeting of the American College of 
Surgeons. I believe that :nzy- term as a regent eA.rpires this year. I am going 
to write to Dr. Allen suggesting that somebody else be put in my place. I 
have been a very enthusiastic member of the Board of Regents for about twelve 
years and I am a wholehearted supporter of the College, yet I think that one 
of the vrorst things that can happen to an organization is to have the top of 
it frozen by a lot of old men who still retain control. I think it would be 
far better therefore to have a younger nan appointed in my place. 

You ~~ll notice that throughout the above paragraph I have used the 
word "men". None of my remarks refer to you. In fact, I hope that you will 
stay on as Secretary to the Board of Regents for the next fifty years or so. 
Tbe Board needs you and I hope that you will not think it is necessary for 
you to retire. You have meant much to the College during all of its life. I 
do not think it would be possible to replace you. Your situation is totally 
different from mine. 

vlith best wishes, 

:t.liss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Secretary, Board of Regents 
American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

EAG:LH 

Cordially yours, 



WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS (10), MO. 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
BARNES HOSPITAL 

600 SOUTH KINGSHIGHW A Y 

October 10, 1951 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

I am very sorry to hear that you have definitely 

decided to retire after the next Clinical Congress. Certainly 

you have earned a retirement after your long and faithful ser-

vice to the College. All of the present Board of Regents realize; 

what you have meant to the College and we shall all be very sorry 

to have you drop out of the active group. 

Thanks for sending me the information about my job 

as the chairman of the committee to select the two orators and 

the candidates for Honorary Fellowship for the meeting next year. 

I have some suggestions to nake which I shall present to the 

committee at the San Francisco meeting. 

With best wishes, 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Secretary, Board of Regents 
American College of Surgeons 
4o East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

EAG:AH 

Cordially yours, 

f~a.W-_ 
EVARTS A. GRAHAM 
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WASHINGTON . UNIVERSITY 
+ + 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
BARNES HOSPITAL 

600 SOUTH KINGSHIGHW A Y 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS (10), MO. 

March 28 , 1952 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

It was very nice to get your letter of March 

24. I am happy that you are planning to go to the dinner 

for Arthur Allen. You are quite right in thinking that it 

is going to be on the evening of Monday, April 14. All of 

us will be glad to see you. 

I am glad to read about how much you are enjoying 

your life in Florida. 

With best wishes, 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Box 907 
Clermont, Florida 

EAG:AH 

Cordially yours, 



WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

Iii: PART M 1: NT 0 F S U R G 1: R Y 

BARNI:S I-IOSPITAL 

600 SOUTI-I KINGSI-IIGI-IWAY 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

SCI-IOOL OF MI:OICINI: 

SAINT LOUIS 

November 25, 1952 

On December 6 there is going to be an 
official ceremony in the Murphy Memorial Auditorium of 

Air Mail 

the College of Surgeons at which the program of hospital 
standardization will be turned over to the new Commission 
on Hospital Accreditation. · Senator Lister Hill, of Alabama., 
the author of the Hill-Burto~ Bill, will make the principal 
address. In my capacity, however, as Chairman of the Board 
of Regents, I am supposed to make a brief speech myself . It 
has just occurred to me that I should like very much to have 
you tell me, if possible, whose idea it was originally to 
start the College program on the standardization of hospitals. 

Was the idea Martin's or somebody elses. I 
remember, of course, that for a year or two before MacEachern 
came to Qhicago the program was carried out by a nurse whose 
name I cannot remember. If I am correct I think also that 
Dr. MacEachern began his work with the program about 1921. 
I realize what an imposition it is to ask you to supply me 
with some of this information especially at this late date. 
l1ctually, however , it did not occur to me until yesterday 
that I should like to have some of this information which I 
have just requested. I am sure that the information is present 
in the carefUlly preserved files which you left at the College 
headquarters. Since, however, I need the information rather 
hurriedly I thought perhaps I could get it m::>re quickly by ask
ing you to tap your memory rather than to have someone dig it 
out of the files. 

I hope you are enjoying life in Florida. I 
wish I could see you once in a while. 

With best wishes, 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Clermont 
Florida 

E.AG:.AH 

Cordially yours, 

~a.rl.A~ 
EVARTS A. GRAHAM 



WASHINGTON M UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS 

BARNES HOSPITAL 

600 SOUTH KINGSHIGHWAY 

December 23, 1952 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

Thanks very much for your two good letters. The 
one which you wrote in answer to mine was especially helpful and 
in addition I got, at your suggestion, still more information about 
the beginnings ot the College from nFifty Years of Medicine and 
Surgery.'' The transferal ceremony was all right but there was a 
rather slim audience present, perhaps 200 or 250 people. Short 
speeches were made by Hawley, Crosby, the new Director of the Joint 
Commission on Hospit~.l Accreditation; Gundersen, the Chairman of 
the Commission and myself. The main speech was by Senator Hill, of 
Alabama. The celebration would have been much better if you had 
been there ~ Macli!achern was there but I did not get a chance to speak 
to him. 

I have spoken to you several times about whether or 
not you would be w~lling to do something towards writing a history 
of the College. You have always seemed to want to beg off. I am 
wondering if you might be willing to reconsider if you could work with 
Mr. Greer Williams. I don't know whether or not you know him but he 
is now in charge of the public relations of the College. 'Re is a pro
fessional writer and I think he could take from you the burden of the 
actual writing of the history if you could spend time with him 'giving 
him the information. Of course, if the plan goes through the College 
would pay you for your expenses in Chicago while getting the material 
together. 

I am 1iriting all this to you without any authority merely 
to sound you out as to the possibility of your being willing. If you 
think you would be 'Willing then I shall take up the matter at the next 
meeting of the Board of Regents in April to get definite authority. I 
am very Im.lch afraid that unless yo~ are willing to undertake some of 
this job no .suitable history of the College will ever be written. You 
are the one ·::~.bove anybody else who knows the beginnings. 

I hope you have a good Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
1400 Highland Road 
Winter Park, Florida 

Cordially yours, 

<~·G~ 



WASHINGTON aJ UNIVERSITY 

SCI-IOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

BARNES I-IOSPITAL 

600 SOUTI-I KINGSI-IIGI-IWAY 

.Dear Miss Grimm: 

March 20, 1953 

I vTas certainly very happy to get your letter of 

March 4 and to kno-vr that you may be interested in helping 

·to prepare a history of the College . The Board of Regents 

are going to meet in Los Angeles in the early part of April 

in connection with the meeting of the American Surgical Assoc-

iation . I am going to take your letter with me when I go so 

that I can read it t_o them . After the meeting I shall 1vrite 

to you again to let you know what decision has been made. 

\·lith best wishes, 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Box ·382 
Winter Park, Florida 

EAG:AH 

Cordially yours, 



WASHINGTON al UNIVERSI'l'Y 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

BARNES HOSPITAL 

600 SOUTH KINGSHIGHWAY 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

April 30, 1953 

I am writing to say that the Regents at the 

meeting at Los Angeles were delighted to hear that you 

were still interested in helping Mr. Greer Williams 

write a history of the College. I suppose that by this 

time you have heard from either him or Dr. Hawley and 

I suppose also that some more or less definite program 

has been arranged for you to come to Chicago. If you 

have not heard anything please write to me. 

With best wishes, 

Y.d.ss Eleanor Grimm 
c/o w. L Robertson 
Box 147 
Osprey, Florida 

EAG:AH 

cc. Dr. Paul R. Hawley 

Cordially yours, 

~().~l- .. 
EVARTS . ~. GRAHAM 



W"ASHINGTON . UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

BARNES HOSPITAL 

600 SOUTH KIN6SH16HWAY 

Miss Eleanor Grilmn 
Route 1, Box 67 
Burlington, Wisconsin 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

SAINT LO U IS 

August 26, 1953 

I am sorry to have delayed so long in answering your very 
interesting and informative letter of .last JulY. I hope you won•t think 
that my delay has been due to a.ny lack of interest in what you a.re doing. 

I am glad that you did not have to spend the summer in 
Chicago. From wha.t I have heard about the weather there it has not been 
much better than what we have had in St. Louis. I don't know that central 
Wisconsin would be much of an improvement but perhaps if you are on a 
lake you get a little breeze. 

Both Paul Hawley and Greer Williams have told me ~th 
enthusiasm about what you are doing and the interest which you are show::i.r..'J;-g 
in the project. I aJD., of course, delighted to hear abo t- it. You are 
the only person who ea.n really reach back into the past and record the 
happenings of the early days of the Coll.ege. I don't know that I have 
any special suggestions to make. Perhaps I might have if sometime I could 
see what you have -written about the early days. Of course, I was not one 
of the Founders. I was only a cub at the time, but I do recall a. good 
deal of discussion which I heard from my elders. If there is anything that 
I can do to help out your project, I would be very happy indeed to do it. 
Please don•t hesitate to speak frankly to me. 

All of the Regents would be. most happy to have you turnup 
at the next meeting of' the Board on Saturday, October 3, at the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel in Chicago. If you should happen to have anything definite 
and concrete to report about your work, we should certainly be very glad 
to hear it. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially yours, 

!~li-~ 
EVARTS A. GRAHAM 

EAG:CW 



Co1ncidont wi tn 
my- rasot,.rch, I am 
establishinG n 
definita,briot~ 
ooneisot 
chronoloa of 
events in tho 
Colle..., e. 

E. ~.G . 

Dear Doctor Grnlnm, 

ute l• x 67 
Burlington • 1s cons in 

July 19, 1953 

t this do.to I have b n t work tor 
two roontha, asoam'bli the dntn for tho story or the 
Colloce. It is pronne most in rooting. The om de
preeaing feature is t1Ja f ct that I am bout the last 
survivor of the 1.913 Bl'QUp. P~l or tho oarly ne ants d 
Officers, it b the exception or Dr. ntu, ho is eternal, 
and Dr. Herbert Bruce or Toronto, ba.vo po. ad on. But soon 
I will hnvo pas· ed that early croup ond ntor into land 
of tho liv 1ng. 

'l'he toriol I stn s embling is coming l08l1T aouroea. 
I an lad now th t I kept thoso meticUlous recorda t the 
9ollege, for they are pro 1ng the 8\ inValuable aid. 

ome ot the queeti.ona I at enaonvo1'11tg to newer ar : 
were thG Foulders or the cs, , Iii hat were 

their motives? (Th :t is the Or 1z tion Co ittee.) 

t was tho at tua or ourgery m at hoepit ala in 1912? 

Who have euided the e.ttaira or the Coll ? 

t11ld o.s to t ba Collo 1 tsolf': 
Its conception 
Its oreanizo.tion 
Its realization (By ct1vit1 a) 
Its nohiavornonts.(And its d1fticult1es.) 

I ara consulting r. 1 awlay nnd a. 11111o.ms alo 
and they so em to be in o.coo m th the J.nns I 
to corey out. I s stin to • 111 s 1 ividoole to 
contact, oithor in rson or by letter, in order to get a reel 
insifjht from v r1 sources as to the origin ani conduct at 
the Collogo.in its a ller days. I hope you, too. will pprovo 
ot '1J'l1 course, o.nd any Sl astions that may have to orror will 
ot eoul"Sa be deeply pproc1 ted y • I am still in t o.suembli 
stage. n on 'I ho)e to at rt s~ recording on t rc reoo or, 
\'lhich \v.l.ll be transcn•i bod in t M: Colle otric e in Chicago. I I!P 
in to Chi abrut every third ek, o.ssomble mc»ro dat~, nd rctu112 
h~~a1 at the shore of Browns Lake to. correlate too dot. I am 75 
m11os nortbwoat o c ic o _, noar e :oova. .~ 

~'Jith r;W l ... indost roFro.l'da ""!nd boat wishes to you alway 1 lJ'el.iove 
Sinceroly yru.ro, 
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Dear Do ctol' Graha, -

!WV thank tor 'th lov 1y holldq 
t;;'TeetlJ'JS• I h 4 a nice bolldq aeon ith nu frlehd her 
and oloee b3'· The weather has b n d. have had oo
oaaloDal re.ln, but e oh cW' thor la p rlod ot so mm
ahlne. _ But you ar not doing too badly 1n th mld e t. 

I am enclosing cow of letter hlch I 
• W!lllame, w lob !e selt-expl tory. 

o1allatil'lg data concerning 00 I toUlld t 
t..ra work I coul gi v the Journal eomethi 
tu1 next year - the 50th n1v rse.ry Y • 

Your cor.at1d nee that I 
l 1 lrlng. On~ 

111 do or dlt bl job on t o Hlsto~ 
result ~111 rov u to your ex-

peat tlons. 

tth 1m st 1 to you. b llo e 

inoer ly u s, 





W A S H I N G T 0 , N • U N I V E R S I T y 

SC~OOL OF MED I CINE 

SAINT LO U IS 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

BARNES ~OSPITAL 

600 SOUT~ KINGS~IG~WAY 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

March 10, 1954 

I have just discovered that I never acknowledged 

your letter of January 26 with more information about what 

you have been doing concerning the history of the College. 

I am glad to see that you are making good progress. I am 

sure when the work is finished we shall have a very fine 

history of the American College of Surgeons. 

With best wishes, 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota 
Florida 

EAG:AR 

Cordially yours, 

;;Ja,~ 
EVARrS A. GRAHAM 



FOUNDED BY SURGEONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA, I913 

40 EAST ERIE STREET 

CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Barnes Hospital 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Dear Miss Grin:ml: 

March 15, 1954 

I have just discovered that I have never 
acknowledged your note of February 24. Please for
give me. 

Of course, we should be very glad to see 
you on the occasion of the Regent's Meeting in Cleve
land but certainly it is not necessary for you to be 
there and I can understand very well why you do not 
expect to come. 

It seems to me that you are doing a swell 
job on the history of the College. I am eagerly 
looking forward to seeing the finished product. 

With best wishes, 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota 
Florida. 

EAG:AH 

Cordially yours, 

~a,~ 
EVARTS A. GRAHAM 



1630 BJrde Park Street 
S&r3eo%a. Florid 
1la3 ? . 1954 

Dear Doctor {,.·ra.hru!;, - :•r.:. 11.~~,.....,...,, ri / 

IJ~he enclosed copy or lette1 .. to J,Tr . 1• ;l, xJ1.,10 

not -I cle hope every"'nc is/1'lecom1ng i111Patie11t of. prog-ress in thfj ro-
cording of the J·dstory. I Ql'•l u'O!n.t,s on the p:ren:f;se that 1. t is 
a ttone timen ~b. and ! heve always opctrat~ on ·he theOl"Y that 
•:r!1~tev~l' is worth <loins 1 s 1:1orth do.in€ well and tho.~hly. 
If :r \!ere wri tir.tg the story (which as .fOU know I co1ild wt ~.nd 
w,ould not clo beeausc ot nv elOS$ness to the si tlt.."ltion and m:1 lack 
o£ qu.ali:f'lea.·tions .for e j&'b which warr.ants -:the best talents}. 
I would not l'ltlve to re-corel so much, but I re 11 ze th t I nm.st 
c:reate a backgro'Ulld for the history. And si ce nceur :ey is 
one of the leadill.S" f ctors, ! h:; .. ·e nu.th ntic ~t., 
I hav recor~ d -ita th ir et L~f e t t 



' '~ 

0 · ~ro 



min 

t 23 1954 

Dear ctor Grab , -

:t ou 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

Barnes Hospital 
Allltriran Qrnllrgr nf jurgenn!i 

St. Louis 10, Missouri FOUNDED BY SURGEONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA , 1913 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
Route 1, Box 67 
Burlington, Wisconsin 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

40 EAST ERIE STREET, CHICAGO II , ILLINOIS 

August 27, 1954 

I was very glad to get your letter the other day and to hear 
about the splendid progress which you are making on the history 
of the College. It all sounds very fine to me. 

I notice you have something to say about the barber surgeons. 
Of course, as you probably know, in the United States we had 
no barber surgeons probably because there was no specialization 
in surgery here until practically this century. The original 
members of the American Surgical Association, which was founded 
in 1882, were all general practitioners with only a speical in
terest in surgery. Even as late as 1908, when I was serving an 
internship at the Presbyterian Hospital and Murphy was on the 
staff there, he was doing a general practice in the sense that 
he took care of patients with pneumonia, tJiyphoid fever and 
chronic arthritis. 

I think the reason why there was no surgical specialization in 
this country until so late was that the doctors moved out to 
the frontier with the settlers in a gigantic expanding movement 
which necessitated a general practice among the doctors. Probably 
you know all this anyway. 

I am glad you are going to take the trip to Lima. I can•t pos
sibly think of it for myself. I was in Europe, as you know, 
during the month of May and I have to go over there again next 
summer because I am the President of the Congress of the Inter
national Society of Surgery which will meet in Copenhagen in July. 



-2--

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

FOUNDED BY SURGEONS OF THE UN ITED STATES AND CANADA , 1913 

40 EAST ERIE STREET, CHICAGO II , ILLINOIS 

Anyway, I am not a very good traveler. I hope you will have a 
wonderful trip. I am sure it will be lots of f'un for you to 
renew your many acquaintances with the South Americans whom you 
have met over the years. 

Of course, I was much pleased to read the splendid, although 
undeserved, opinion which you have of me. I alvrays enjoyed 
immensely my associations with you when you were an important 
part of the College before your retirement. I wish there would 
be some chance of seeing you at the next Clinical Congress of 
the College at Atlantic City in November. 

With best wishes. 

Cordially yours, 

[~((.~ 
EVARI'S A. GRAHAM, M.D. 

EAG:ch 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

Air Mail 

Amrriran Q!nllrgl' nf jurgrnns 
Barnes and vlohl Hospi taf8uNDED BY SURGEONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA, 1913 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 
40 EAST ERIE STREET, CHICAGO II , ILLINOIS 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota 
Florida 

Dear I~iss Grimm: 

October 29, 1954 

I don't kno-vr how to thank you enough f'or the 
very generous remarks which you made about me and roy 
administration of the College in your letter of October 
23. Anyway I do appreciate them very much particulax~y 
coming from you who know so much about the past history 
of the College and the great men associated with it. 

I am delighted that you are going to be at the 
Atlantic City meeting. Could you arrange to come to the 
Regents meeting on the afternoon of Sunday, November 14, 
to tell us something about what you have been do"ng on the 
history of _the College. 

If you wish to reach me in any "Trray at Atlantic 
City I shall be at the Traymore from Saturday, November 13, 
through the ueek unt "l the next Saturday afternoon. 

\·lith best wishes, 

Co~C~~~ 
EVARTS A. GRAHAM 

EAG:AH 
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Masquerade in India-One of two designs donated by ]amini Roy, of Bengal, India, to UNICEF 

(United Nations Children's Fund). Financed by voluntary contribntions, UNICEF aids 35,000,000 children 

and mothers in some 95 countries and territories. Proceeds to UNICEF, United Nations, New York. 
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URED OF CANC R- I~ 1t 

· · Was First Person 1 o Have · 1 !J-g-

e Lung Removed Because Of Cancer 
lung - possibly cancer! A 
bronchoscopy and biopsy con
firmed that it was cancer. The 
standard treatment at that 
time was removal of the lobe 
of the lung affected-an ex
tremely dangerous operation. 

I RETURNED to Pittsburgh 
to make my decision, but ac
tually there was little to d~ 
cide. The operation was dan
gerous, but my only chance. 
Without it there wu no 
chance of survival. 

When I returned to St. 
Louis I told Dr. Graham that 
I'd had some teeth filled. 
While he was still congratulat

__ ___,..~~-~----- ing me on my optimism I told 

him I'd also bought a ceme
tery lot. 

IT WASN'T until the opera
tion was under way that Dr. 
Graham could see that the 
cancer wasn't confined to one 
lGbe of the left lung, as he 
had expected. It had its ori
gin in the bronchus (one of 
the two major branches of the 
windpipe) which supplies air 
to the entire lung. 

Consulting with a friend of 
mine in the gallery of the 
operating room, Dr. Sydney 
Chalfant, Dr. Graham told 
him that the only chance for 
a cure was the removal of the 
entire lung. 

Although this had never be
fore been done on a human 
being in one stage, Dr. Gra
ham had done it experimental
ly on animals. Dr. Chalfant 
left the decision to the sur
geon, who performed medical 
history's first human pneumo
nectomy for cancer, on me. 

I . HAVE LIVED 25 years 
without a lung-and without 
cancer. 

Lung cancer is now the 
leading cause of cancer death 
in men; in 20 years the death 
rate ha$ multiplied eight 
times. It kills almost six times 
as many men as women. 

Diagnosed and properly 
treated in time, one-half of all 
cancers can be cured. Lungs 
are not 9ne of tke most hope
ful siteg for cancer, but the 
fatality rate is much higher 
than it should be. Only 4 per 
cent of all lung cancer vic
tims are saved. Yet when the 
cancer is detected e a r 1 y 
enough the survival rate rises 
to 34 per cent. 

Detecting lung cancer on 
X-ray films, before actual 
symptoms occur, gives the pa
tient the best chance for a 

25 YEARS AGO TODAY
Medical history was made on 
Aprll 5, 1933 when a surgeon 
removed a whole lung - and 
the patient lived. The patient 
was Dr. James L. Gilmore, 
sl}own here 25 years after the 
successful cancer operation. 
-UNS PHOTO). 

cure. This is just one of the 
reasons why the American 
Cancer Society recommends 
regular health checkups. 

The tragic irony of this 
story is the fact that Dr. Gra
ham himself died of lung can
cer last year. While at Barnes 
Hospital, Washington Univer
sity, recovering from the aft
er-effects of the flu, X-ray 
studies revealed cancer in 1 

both lungs. His own brilliant 
operation could not save him. 



Special to SCOPE WEEKLY 

St. Louis-Extraordinary tribute was paid 
here to an extraordinary American physi
cian: the late Dr. Evarts A. Graham, until 
1951 Bixby Professor of Surgery and head 
of the Department of Surgery at Wash
ington University Medical School. Dr. 
Graham died on March 4 from the disease 
with which his name will be forever asso
ciated-cancer of the lung. 

But the friends and students who gath
ered here on March 31, some 1,100 strong, 
did not dwell on this tragic irony. Rather, 
they recalled his integrity, his forceful
ness, and his devotion to the profession of 
medicine. 

"He was a doctor of medicine for all 
mankind," said Dr. Frank Berry, Assist
ant Secretary of Defense in charge of the 
medical services of the Armed Forces. 

"The rebel passion of pity possessed 
him," said a lifelong friend, the Right 
Reverend Bishop_ William Scarlett, re
tired bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Missouri. 

"He was the most prominent figure in 
surgery in the first half of this century," 
said Sir Russell C. Brock, thoracic sur
geon to Guy's Hospital, London, and a 
former student of Dr. Graham. 

"I have never known a more courageous 
and fearless man," said Dr. Alfred C. 
Blalock, Professor of Surgery at Johns 
Hopkins University. 

"His ethical ideas have influenced h;o; 
students throughout their lives," said Dr. 
Joseph C. Hinsey, director of New York 
Hospital-Cornell Medical Center. 

The recollection that perhaps evoked 
Continued on page 7 
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ributes to a Great S_!lrgeo~ 

Dr. Evarts Graham's Contributions 
To Medical Progress Memorialized 
Continued from page 1 

Dr. Graham most warmly was recounted 
by Washington University Chancellor 
Ethan A. H. Shepley. At Dr. Graham's 
retirement dinner in 1951, Chancellor' 
Shepley said, the surgeon, himself recall
ing how Tom Sawyer listened with amaze
ment to his own eulogy, called for "time 
for rebuttal" after hearing the tributes 
addressed to him. 

Dr. (;raham, versatile as he was, is 
doubtless b<•st known as the first surgeon 
successfully to perform.a pneumonectomy 
for lung· cancer in a human being;. The 
patient was Dr. James Gilmore, a Pitts
burgh obstetrician and old friend of Dr. 
Graham. 

It is significant that Dr. Graham wa 
well prepared by animal experiments for 
so far-reaching· a step. A profound inter
est in research- in the basic sciences as 
well as in more "practical" kinds of 
r search- characteriz d his career. 

The pneumon ctomy - it has since be
come a standard procedure throughout 
the world - was performed in 1933. But 
Dr. Graham long before that had demon
strated he was both daring and sound in 
matters demanding a careful balance of 
theoretical and practical considerations. 
During World War I, as a major in the 
Army Medical Corps, he was named by 
the Surgeon General to be a member of 
a commission studying the mortality in 
empyema following influenza - a mortality 
that reached as high as 90 per cent. The 
standard surgical approach at that time 
was immediate intervention. 

Dr. Graham reinforced his clinical ob
servations with some months of research 
and experiment and concluded that the 

cause of the high mortality was premature 
surg ry. He demonstrated the correctness 
of his conclusion by bringing the mortal
ity rate in his own group of patients down 
to 4 per cent. 

Shortly afterward, Dr. Graham, work
ing with Dr. Warren H. Cole, developed 
the technique of cholecystography. Sev
eral of the peakers at the service ac
claimed this a. being as significant as the 
pneumonectomy. 

In reviewing Dr. Graham's contribu
tions to medical education, Dr. Hinsey 
said that the great surgeon was "an ex
ample of the best of the full-time system." 
He not only helped perfect the hospital
residency system, Dr. Hinsey said, but in
spired his residents with his own devotion 
to the "proper balance between teaching, 
research, and service" in a department of 
surg-ery. 

Dr. Hinscy ranked Dr. Graham with 
Dr. William Halsted and Dr. Harvey 
Cushing as 41 the three most influential 
surg·eons of this generation." 

Dr. Alfred Blalock, of Johns Hopkins, 
who devised the "blue baby" operation, 
said that Dr. Graham's influence on Amer
ican surgery cannot be properly measured 
without taking into account his "bulldog 
tenacity in solving problems" and his 
"courage to fight for what's right." Dr. 
Graham for many years was a forthright 
and blunt opponent of such practices as 
fee-splitting and "ghost surgery," espe
cially in his capacity as chairman of the 
American Board of Surgery and more es
pecially in his favorite role, that of a con
scientious physician citizen. 

Furthermore, said Dr. Blalock, as a 
teacher Dr. Graham never overshadowed 

DR. EVARTS A. GRAHAM, who died Mard1 
4 of caneer of the lung at the age of 73, 
was widely known as surgeon, educator, 
and administrator. He wa born in Chi· 
rago, son of the late Dr. David V:' ilson 
Graham, professor of urgery at Rush 
Medical College. He was graduated from 
Princeton in 1904 and from Ru h in 190i. 
After internship, a period of private prae· 
tire, and army service, he came to Wa h
ington University a Bixby Profe 'Sor of 

his juniors. "He trained them; he inspired 
them-but he never dominated them," Dr. 
Blalock said. "At the time of his death, 
Dr. Graham was the most widely known 
and influential surgeon in the world," he 
concluded. 

Sir Russell Brock, English innovator in 
thoracic surgery, who flew here especially 
for the memorial, brought with him trib
utes from the Royal College of Surgeons, 
the Royal Society of Medicine, the Tho
racic Society, and the Association of 
Thoracic Surgeons of Great Britain and 
Ireland. From the international view-

Surgery in 1919. This post was the firl't 
full-time i-iurgic·al r,rofessorship in the 
l lnited St:Jtt~l', and he retained it until hib 
retirement in 1951. 

Dr. Graham '"as marri~d to Dr. Helen 
Tread\\ ay Graham, a profe~;:.;or of ph:tr· 
marology at W1tshington University Medi
c·al s .. hool. They had two :-.ons, Dr. David 
T. Graham, aHsistant profes ·or of psyrhi· 
atry at Washin!l;ton University Medit-al 
Sd10ol, and Evartt. A. Graham, Jr., dty 
t>ditor of the t. [Jour$ J>ost-Dispauh. 

Dr. Graham lwlped found the Amcrit·~m 
Board of Surgery and wns prt•siclent of the 
Amerit·an Surgit·al As~-oot• iation and tilt' In· 
tt>rnational Congresl-1 of Surgeom. He wus 
also dwirrnan of the Board of Rt•p;t•nts 11f 
the Ameri(·an College of Sur~t·onH and 
editor of numerous puhlit·ations in tht• 
fi ld of surgery. 

His many honors indudNl the Lil<tt•r 
Medal of th Royal College of Surgeom, 
the Oi.tinguiRhe-d Servh·e Award of th 
Amerit·an Medit'al Assot'iation, the gold 
medal of the Radiologi(·al Sodety of North 
Am rira, tht> S1·ott Medal of the Ameri1·an 
Philosophiral Sodety, and honorary de· 
grees from nearly a dozen univcn.ities 
here and abroad. 

Photograph . on this page !~how the lead. 
ing personnlitie \\ ho gathered to honor 
Dr. Graham. 
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point, said Sir Russell, Dr. Graham' first 
pneumonectomy was "the lever that lifted 
the whole field of thoracic surg-ery. Thou
sands of patients now living all over the 
world owe their lives to him." 

The last word was left to Dr. Graham 
himself. In a moving acknowledgment of 
the praises and honors he had received at 
his retirement dinner, Chancellor Shepley 
reminded the audience, the surgeon had 
said: 

"There is no greater satisfaction a 
teacher can have than to have his former 
students grow taller than he." 

AMONG THOSE 1>aying homage was 
Dr. Willar·d M. Allen, h<•ad of the Depart
ment of Ob!-ltt•tdcs and Gynt'cology, Wash
ington Univcr ity School of Medicine. 

CANADIAN DELEGATION at the Graham Memorial includ
ed (left to right) Dr. Ian B. MacDonald, Brig. Gen. Kenneth A. 
Hunter, and Dr. Joseph A. MacFarlane. They represented, among 
other groups, Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. 

TRIBUTE to Dr. Graham was paid by (left to right) Chan
cellor Ethan H. Shepley and Dean Olivt'r II. Lowry, of Wa hing
ton Unh•ersity St<hool of Medidne, and Jost'J)h C. llin ey, Jlh.D., 
Director, New York Hospital-Cornell Medi<-al Centt·r. 

AT TilE GRAHAM MEMORIAL, hown outside chapel before the 
rvit•t•l'l, int"lucf(•d (ldt to right) Chnnct'llor Shepley, Dr. Alfred Blalock, Professor of 
ur~t·ry, johns Hopkins Univt•r ity; Jost'ph C. Ilinsey, Ph.D., Director of New York 
lu. pital- Currwll M .. di«al C<'ntcr; Dr. Frank B. Berry, Assi ·tant Secretary of Defense 

(llt·nlth and Mt•dit'al); Sir Russell C. Brock, thoracic surgeon, Guy's Hospital, and sur-
t•un, tht• Hrompton lluspital, London; and Bishop William Scarlett, retired bishop of 
ht~ EI•is<'OJUli Dioct•st~ of Mi ·ouri. More than a thousand persons attended memorial. 

COLLEAGUE and 
Cortner 8turlcnt from 
many univt•r itit•. at
tended tht• Grnham 
1\l<•morial. hown nrc• 
(1. to r.) Dr. Grovt•r C. 
Penhcrthy, Clinicall'ro
ft•ssor of Surp;cr)·, 
WayJH' tatt• Univt•a·
, ity; Dr. Alfrt•d Blalock; 
Dr. Brian n. Dladt• , 
Proft•_. or of Surp;t•ry, 
George Wu. hington lJni
v rsity, Wa hinp;ton, 
D.C.; and Dr. Frcdt•rick 
Collt•r, Chairman, Dc
I>nrtment of Surp;t•ry, 
Univcr ity of Mit'higan. 

- PORTRAIT OF DR . GRAHAM IHP 1 
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Urologists Report Use 
Of Artificial Kidney 
In 26-Patient Series 

By World Wide Medical News Service 

Minneapolis - Results of treatment of 26 
cases with an artificial kidney at the Uni
versity of Minne ota Hospitals from July, 
1952, to July, 1956, were presented at a 
Hospitals staff meeting by Dr. C. D. 
Creevy, Director of the Division of Urol
ogy of the University of Minnesota Medi
cal School, and Dr. J. S. Ansell and Dr. 
M. P. Reiser, also of the Division. 

Nine cases involved acute renal failure 
complicating surgical procedures, one 
ca~e anuria complicating abortion, three 
subacute glomerulonephritis, and one 
diffuse fibrinoid disease. There were 
three cases of acute renal insufficiency 
secondary to trauma, two of carbon tetra
chloride poisoning, one of ethylene glycol 
poisoning, and four of incompatible 
blood transfusions complicating cesarian 
section. 

The 25th case involved barbiturate 
poisoning with shock previously reported, 
and the last was that of a patient who be
came anuric without known cause. 

Mor-tality Is High 

Of this series of 26 patients, 18 have 
died. The record was poorest in that group 
of patients included in the category of 
extensive surgery with complications. 

"Perhaps in these cases, a fresh pre
ventive approach is indicated," the 
physicians reported. "Such measures 
might include hydration of the patient 
intravenously preceding surgery to main
tain diuresis during the operative 
period." 

They also suggested that whenever, in 
the course of surgery, prolonged shock 
or a suspected transfusion reaction oc
curs, "it might be well to denervate the 
kidneys temporarily by injecting tetra-

ScoPE WEEKLY 

Traffic Is No Bed of Roses, But ... 
Washington, D. C. - Roses may play 
much more than a purely esthetic role 
in our lives, traffic experts reported at 
the Highway Research 
Board meeting here. 
Used in the form of 
multiflorarose hedges 
planted in the strip di
viding highways, the 
flowers can prevent 
head-on collisions. 

Two-foot concrete 
pillars, planted in the 
middle of a divided 
highway, can also aid 
tremendously in pre
venting collisions on 
the nation's roads, ac-
cording to Norman L. 
Pedersen, John H. Mathewson, and Der
wyn M. Severy, of the Institute of Trans
portation and Traffic Engineering, 

caine around the renal pedicle, if such 
can be done conveniently. It is our gloomy 
conclusion that treatment after the insult 
in these cases offers only the bleak com
fort to the family and surgeon that 
everything that can be done to help the 
patient has been done." 

On the whole, they added, patients with 
renal failure following surgical compli
cations and trauma require dialysis earli
er and more frequently than patients in 
other groups. This is probably due to the 
greater catabolism in these cases, they 
said. 

The team further reported, "Our ex
perience with renal failure secondary to 
abortion is too limited for comment. More 
aggressive treatment of victims of trau
ma is probably indicated. Here immedi
ate replacement of large amounts of 
plasma soaked up by injured tissues is 
an important preventive measure." 

University of California at Los Angeles. 
Prof. Russell R. Skelton of the Univer

sity of New Hampshire said that tests 
in which cars travel
ing at speeds from 22 
to 50 miles an hour 
smashed into rose hed
ges averaging 10 feet 
in width and 9 feet in 
height, showed that the 
hedges can gradually 
stop a vehicle out of 
control and prevent in
jury to the driver. 

The California re-
searchers found that 
collapsible barriers of 
the concrete pillars 
can prevent a wild car 

from colliding head on with a car in 
the lane of oncoming traffic, it was also 
reported at the meeting. 

U.S. Makes Donation 
To Malaria Campaign 
Washington, D. C.- The United States 
Government has made a special contribu
tion of $1,500,000 to the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization for malaria eradi
cation in the Americas. Milton S. Eisen
hower, representing the President, 
presented the check to Dr. Fred L. Soper, 
Director of the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau, at ceremonies conducted here. 

The contribution will be used to assign 
technical personnel to work with govern
ments on individual projects, for training 
schools and fellowships, and for technical 
advisory services supplied to govern
ments. 

It is estimated that malarious areas in 
the Americas have a population of over 
80,000,000. 
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Correction Obtained 
In 172 Hypospadiacs 
By Two-Stage Surgery 

By World Wide Medical News Service 

New York - Reporting good surgical re
sults in the correction of hypospadias in 
172 patients through the two-stage Cecil 
method, Dr. Ormond S. Culp, Chairman 
of the Department of Urology at Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minn., said tha-t when 
this procedure is used "patients should 
not get fistulas, and usually get an ade
quate meatus, while total hospital time 
for the patient is less." He spoke before 
the New York Academy of Urology. 

Despite good results reported with this 
procedure, Dr. Culp said that "the ideal 
operation for correction of hypospadias 
is just as elusive now as it was in 1837, 
when the first corrective operation was 
attempted .... One of the reasons we can
not definitely say that there is any single 
one best operation is because different 
surgeons get different results with the 
same techniques." 

Of the 172 patients reported, Dr. Culp 
continued, 107 had some degree of chor
dee. When there is no chordee and only 
mild hypospadias, he said, surgery is not 
indicated, particularly in the case of 
children. If the patient has trouble uri
nating, he said, meatotomy may be needed. 

Two-¥ ear Grant Given Duke 
Durham, N.C.- A two-year grant totaling 
$31,874 for research in psychiatric nurs
ing has been made to Duke University by 
the National Institute of Mental Health, 
Dr. Ewald W. Busse, chairman of Duke 
Medical School Psychiatric Department, 
announced. The grant will allow continu
ation of the department's study of the 
nurse's relationship to effective psychiat
ric care and of the personal characteristics 
most suitable to this branch of nursing. 
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THE GRAHAMS 

OLD \JAMESTOWN ROAD 

F'LORISSANT, MISSOURI 

May 1, 1957 

De&r Miss Grimm, 

Y6ur interesting and thoughtful 
letter written at the time of the memorial service 
for Eva.rts, pleased and touched me very much. 
Evarts always enjoyed his association with you, and 
~ recent years I heard a great deal about the 

history or the College ofSurgeons you have been 
compiling. He was happy that you had undertaken 
that task, which no other person could ha.ve 
handled adequately and which you were doing so 
splendidly.. I am glad to know that you in tum 
had a high regGrd for Evarts, and that you enjoyed 
working with him. 

Yes, Evarts grew more and more 
devoted to the Aroericdll College as the years 

went by. There is no doubt in my mind tha.t, &fter 
Washington University, to which he iave his first 
loyalty, I think, the College was the institution 
de&rest to his heart. I heard much about it for 
md!ly years, 

You were kind to m&ke a contri
bution to the American Ccncer Society in Everts' 
memory. I need not tell you th~t that Society 
represented a cause which meant much to him. 

Cordially yours, 

~~~~~~ ... 
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* Kayak Racing in the Arctic ... painting contributed by Jacqueline 

Duheme of France to benefit UNICEF, the United Nations Children's Fund. 

* Course de kayaks dans l ' Arctique . . . peinture offerte au Fonds des 

Nations Unies pour l'Enfance par l'artiste fran~aise Jacqueline Duheme. 

* Carrera de Kayaks en el Artico ... obra de Jacqueline Duheme de Francia. 

Contribuci6n al UNICEF, el Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia. 

* I'OHKH Ha KaRKaX B ApKTHKe ... KapTHHa, IIO)l;apeHHaH ,U:eT

CKOMy <J>oa)l;y OpraHH3a~HH 06'be)l;HHeHHbiX Ha~a:B: (IOHHCE<I>) 
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