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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
The legislatures that remain in session and when they are scheduled to adjourn: California (9/12); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Jersey (12/31); North Carolina (7/31); Ohio (12/31); Pennsylvania (12/31); and Wisconsin (12/31).

NEWS
Texas law adds restrictions to physician noncompetes
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott signed a bill placing stricter limitations on restrictive covenants in employment contracts for physicians. Some important points:
1. The new law goes into effect Sept. 1 and applies to noncompete agreements entered or renewed on or after the effective date.
2. The new law limits geographic restrictions to a five-mile radius from a physician’s former employer. 
3. Noncompete agreements signed or renewed after Sept. 1 will have a one-year expiration date. 
4. Buyout provisions, which allow a physician to pay to get out of their noncompete, are capped at the physician’s total annual salary and wages at the time they leave their employer, clarifying previous restrictions that were defined by a “reasonable price” standard. 
5. Under the new law, terms and conditions of noncompete agreements must be stated “clearly and conspicuously” in writing. 
6. Noncompetes are void and unenforceable if the physician is terminated without “good cause,” defined as “a reasonable basis related to the physician’s conduct, job performance or contract record.”

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
CALIFORNIA
SB 101 – Trauma ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Scott Wiener (D), SB 101 allocates $2,708,000 for provider training specifically for trauma screenings; mandates collaboration with experts in trauma-informed care to develop the training curriculum. Governor Gavin Newsom (D) signed the bill into law June 27.

CONNECTICUT
HB 7200 – STOP THE BLEED® ENACTED
Introduced by the Public Safety and Security Committee, HB 7200 requires bleeding control training and kit installation in state-owned buildings; requires regular training in every health district for first responders, school staff, and local employees. Governor Ned Lamont (D) signed the bill into law June 23. 

SB 10 – Utilization Review ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk187913761]Introduced by Senator Martin Looney (D), SB 10 reduces the maximum duration for step-therapy from sixty to thirty days; health insurers are prohibited from imposing time limits on reimbursement for general anesthesia. Governor Ned Lamont (D) signed the bill into law June 24. 

SB 1312 – Criminalization ENACTED
Introduced by the Joint Labor Public Employees Committee, SB 1312 requires a physician who suspects a person has an illness caused by occupational exposure to certain hazardous substances like lead, arsenic, and mercury to report it to the labor department within 48 hours; failure to submit the report on time may result in a civil penalty of up to $10. Governor Ned Lamont (D) signed the bill into law July 1.  

SB 1450 – Rural Health Workforce ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Saud Anwar (D), SB 1450 establishes loan reimbursement and grant programs to recruit and retain health care professionals in rural areas and federally approved health care centers. Governor Ned Lamont (D) signed the bill into law July 1. 

FLORIDA
SB 2500 – Trauma Funding ENACTED
Introduced by the Appropriations Committee, SB 2500 establishes a 17 percent add-on payment for Level I trauma centers, an 11 percent add-on payment for Level II trauma centers, and a four percent add-on payment for pediatric trauma centers. Governor Ron DeSantis (R) signed the bill into law June 30. 

SB 2514 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by the Appropriations Committee, SB 2514 establishes a cancer research incubator to support pediatric cancer research; establishes grant process for the cancer innovation fund, prioritizing expanding cancer screening and treatment in underserved areas. Governor Ron DeSantis (R) signed the bill into law June 30. 

LOUISIANA
SB 231 – Professional Liability ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Mike Reese (R), SB 231 limits recoverable medical expenses in a professional liability action to the amount paid instead of the amount billed; allows any party to introduce evidence of billed and paid amounts to establish accurate medical expenses. Governor Jeff Landry (R) signed the bill into law June 30. 

MAINE
LD 178 – Step-Therapy ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Kristi Mathieson (D), LD 178 prohibits health insurers from requiring step-therapy for FDA-approved metastatic cancer drugs. Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law July 1.

MASSACHUSETTS
S 2543 – Criminalization
Introduced by Senator Rebecca Rausch (D), S 2543 prohibits the disclosure of health information related to reproductive and gender-affirming care in the context of out-of-state and federal investigations; shields healthcare providers from legal liability or disciplinary actions based on actions lawful in the state. The bill was introduced in the Senate and was passed to be engrossed.

MICHIGAN
HB 4701 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Greg Alexander (R), HB 4701 creates a prostate cancer awareness license plate. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

MISSOURI
SB 68 – STOP THE BLEED® ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Mike Henderson (R), SB 68 requires the development of a traumatic blood loss protocol and the placement of bleeding control kits in schools; schools must designate a staff member who annually receives training in the usage of the kit; bleeding control kits shall include bandages, protective gloves, and tourniquets and any additional items approved by emergency medical services personnel; provides Good Samaritan protections for school staff who use a bleeding control kit in good faith. Governor Mike Kehoe (R) signed the bill into law July 9.

NEW JERSEY
A 5800 – Trauma System Funding
Introduced by Assemblymember Eliana Marin (D), A 5800 allocates $84.5 million for graduate medical education subsidies to hospitals designated as Level 1 or Level 2 Trauma Centers; allocates $260,000 to the state traumatic brain injury program; provides additional funds as necessary for traumatic brain and spinal cord injury research. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Budget Committee. 

A 5809 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers ENACTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Carol Murphy (D), A 5809 lowers the assessment rate on ambulatory care facilities from 2.95 percent to 2.5 percent of gross receipts; surgical practices previously exempt from the assessment will be required to pay beginning in 2026. Governor Phil Murphy (D) signed the bill into law June 30. 

A 5810 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Eliana Pintor Marin (D), A 5810 eliminates the $25 processing fee to appeal health insurer decisions through the state appeals program. Governor Phil Murphy (D) signed the bill into law June 30. 

S 2026 – Trauma System Funding VETO OVERRIDDEN
Introduced by Senator Paul Sario (D), S 2026 allocates $84.5 million for graduate medical education subsidies to hospitals designated as Level 1 or Level 2 Trauma Centers; allocates $260,000 to the state traumatic brain injury program; additional funds as necessary for traumatic brain and spinal cord injury research. The bill was approved with a line item veto June 30.  

NORTH CAROLINA
H 67 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Timothy Reeder (R), H 67 enters the state into the interstate medical licensure compact; provides a new licensure pathway for internationally-trained physicians; applicants must have an employment offer from a hospital or a clinic in a rural county, be in good standing, and complete 130 weeks of medical education at an approved medical school; after practicing for four years, the license may be converted into an unrestricted license; requires hospitals and surgical facilities to implement surgical smoke evacuation systems. Governor Josh Stein (D) signed the bill into law July 1.

OREGON
SB 5530 – Trauma Funding
Introduced by the Joint Ways and Means Committee, SB 5530 allocates $331,824 to the trauma and emergency medical services programs. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Ways and Means Committee.

PENNSYLVANIA
SB 903 – Continuing Education
Introduced by Senator Christine Tartaglione (D), SB 903 requires physicians to complete at least ten hours of continuing education in identifying early warning signs addiction. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Human Services Committee.

SB 921 – Surgical Smoke
Introduced by Senator Katie Muth (D), SB 921 requires hospitals and ambulatory surgical facilities to implement surgical smoke evacuation systems. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Human Services Committee.

RHODE ISLAND
H 6385 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Christopher Blazejewski (D), H 6385 changes the funding source for free mammogram screening, follow-ups, diagnostic testing, and case management for women who are uninsured or underinsured from the Rhode Island Cancer Council to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Governor Daniel McKee (D) signed the bill July 2. 

S 976 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Frank Ciccone (D), S 976 requires cosmetic medical procedures and surgeries to be performed or supervised by licensed medical professionals. Governor Dan McKee (D) signed the bill into law June 30. 

