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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
Legislatures remaining in session: California (9/12); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Jersey (12/31); Ohio (12/31); Pennsylvania (12/31); and Wisconsin (12/31).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
CALIFORNIA
SR 53 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Senator Susan Rubio (D), SR 53 declares September 2025 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. The resolution was adopted by the Senate August 25. 

DELAWARE
SB 12 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Bryan Townsend (D), SB 12 shortens the response time for pre-authorization (PA) requests, requiring electronic submissions to be addressed within 24 hours for urgent services and 3 business days for non-urgent services; requires all health insurers to accept electronic PA requests by January 1, 2027; extends the validity of PA from 60 to 90 days; requires adverse determinations to be made by a health-care provider licensed in the same or similar medical specialty as the requesting health-care provider. Governor Matt Meyer (D) signed the bill into law August 25.

MICHIGAN
HB 4832 – Certified Anesthesiologist Assistants
Introduced by Representative David Prestin (R), HB 4832 establishes a pathway to license and regulate certified anesthesiologist assistants (CAA); CAAs must be supervised by an anesthesiologist who must be in close physical proximity to the patient; an anesthesiologist may not supervise more than four CAAs; licensed under the medical and osteopathic boards. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Policy Committee.

HB 4847 – Good Samaritan/Stop the Bleed
Introduced by Representative Steve Frisbie (R), HB 4847 clarifies health club personnel are not required to provide emergency services to individuals using an AED or, if HB 4108 is enacted, a bleeding control kit. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Policy Committee.

OHIO
HB 423 – Surgical Techs/Surgical Assistants
Introduced by Representative Kellie Deeter (R), HB 423 provides a regulatory framework for the licensing, regulatory standards, and disciplinary procedures for surgical assistants under the state medical board; requires national certification for technologists. The bill was introduced in the House and is awaiting referral to a committee.

HB 438 – Insurance/Prior Authorization
Introduced by Representative Tristan Rader (D), HB 438 prohibits health insurers from rejecting an applicant for a pre-existing condition; no lifetime or annual dollar limits on essential health benefits; requires coverage of services, including: emergency services, hospitalization, prescription drugs, lab services, rehab; prior authorization may not be imposed on emergency services; requires health insurers to cover without cost sharing services with a rating of "A" or "B" by the United States preventive services task force. The bill was introduced in the House and is awaiting referral to a committee.

HB 449 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Tim Barhorst (R), HB 449 allows advanced practice registered nurses (APRN) to practice independently after completing 2,000 hours of clinical practice under a collaborative agreement; APRNs who already meet this requirement may submit appropriate documentation within six months for recognition; defines independent APRNs as "collaborating practitioners" allowing them to enter into collaborative agreements with other APRNs who need the 2,000 hours of clinical practice to become independent practitioners. The bill was introduced in the House and is awaiting referral to a committee.


PENNSYLVANIA

HB 1863 – Insurance/Public Option
Introduced by Representative Ben Waxman (D), HB 1863 establishes a state-run health care insurance program; mandates coverage of essential health benefits, emergency services, hospitalization; reimbursement rates capped at 160 percent of Medicare rates; funded by the Public Option Program Fund supported by appropriations and donations. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Insurance Committee.

HR 304 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Jeanne McNeill (D), HR 304 designates September 2025 as Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Committee.

SB 1003 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Scott Martin (R), SB 1003 appropriates $1.8 million to the department of health for breast cancer screening. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Appropriations Committee.

SR 140 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Scott Martin (R), SR 140 designates September 2025 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules and Executive Nominations Committee.

WISCONSIN
AB 400 – Criminalization
Introduced by Representative Amanda Nedweski (R), AB 400 creates a civil cause of action against a health care provider who perform gender transition procedures on minors; compensatory, punitive damages, and reasonable attorney fees and costs; statute of limitations extends until the individual reaches 33 years of age; there is a differences of sex development carve out. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

SB 405 – Criminalization
Introduced by Senator Rob Hutton (R), SB 405 creates a civil cause of action against a health care provider who perform gender transition procedures on minors; compensatory, punitive damages, and reasonable attorney fees and costs; statute of limitations extends until the individual reaches 33 years of age; there is a differences of sex development carve out. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Committee.

