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START: Select Case from list

NOT IN SCOPE OF 
STANDARD.

Choose another case. 
Dx in scope? 

Operation in scope? 

Curative Intent?

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

Flowchart for Assesing Compliance for Standard 5.4

Note: Audited cases must represent 
operations from all surgeons who 
perform the procedure within the 
facility.

All elements/responses 
are included in the operative report 

of record?

All elements/respones 
in synoptic format?

YES

NO

YES

YES

Removal of 
level I and II lymph nodes 

within an
anatomic triangle?

Preservation of the main nerves 
in the axilla?

YES

NO

NO

TECHNICAL 
NONCOMPLIANCE

Note: An anatomic triangle comprised 
of the axillary vein, chest wall 
(serratus anterior), and latissimus 
dorsi,

Note:  In the course of the dissection, 
the long thoracic nerve and the 
thoracodorsal nerve should be 
preserved unless visibly involved with 
cancer. The intercostobrachial nerves 
should be spared when possible. 

YES


