
HELPING HANDS 

The WVU Surgery Interest Group story 



WHO WE ARE 

• A student-run 
organization that 
encourages students 
to get involved with 
both the field of 
surgery and our local 
community 

 

 



MUSHROOM & CHASM 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Programs (located in Morgantown, WV and Charleston, WV respectively) dedicated to providing medical treatment to the homeless offer our students a unique opportunity to get involved



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our students participate in “street rounds” every other Thursday, staffed by an attending, to both help a traditionally underserved population and work on their physical exam skillsThese MUSHROOM/CHASM rock stars also organize drives to collect supplies!



SCHOOL OUTREACH 
• Our local grade and 

high school classes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… about how they can achieve their goals, talking to them about the rewarding things that we get to experience as student doctors.- We encourage students to take part in extracurricular activities and do well in school, offer tutoring services, and often mentor students that are interested in becoming doctors.
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Presentation Notes
For elementary schoolers, we focus on preventative medicine (hand hygiene, vaccines, car safety) and hands-on demonstrations.For high schoolers, we concentrate on identifying career goals and the means to achieve them, namely how to succeed in college and how to get involved in the field of medicine early on. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



GARNERING INTEREST 
• Interest group fair 



MAINTAINING INVOLVEMENT 
• Suture workshops open to all students 
• Mentoring program with faculty members 
• Interesting discussion panels (e.g. Women in Medicine) 
• Prestigious guest speakers with fascinating discussion 

topics (e.g. Dr. Feliciano on “Milestones in Trauma,” Dr. 
Higgins on “Surgery for the Next Generation”) 

• Social events with the surgery department 
• …and our dirty little secret: meetings with free food! 



A WORK IN PROGRESS… 
• This year, we hope to start a “pro bono” fund 

at our hospital with the help of our surgery 
department to offer some assistance with 
these costs.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our patient population is generally very sick secondary to multiple comorbid conditions, and most live below the poverty line. Consequentially, many of our patients just can’t afford medical costs associated with necessary major surgeries.



RACES 



BENEFITS 



SOM TALENT SHOW 



OBSTACLES WE’VE ENCOUNTERED 

• Funding, funding, funding 
• Legal hoops to jump through 
• The question of involvement (Hospital-wide? 

Department-wide? Private fund?) 
• Enormity of task 



SUPPORT 
• One thing I can’t stress enough: 

our success as an interest group 
would not be possible without the 
constant and unrelenting help of 
our surgery department…  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our department has funded pizza lunches, social events, transportation for speakers, and scholarships for students to attend conferences.Almost 50% of our university surgeons participate in our student mentoring program, dedicating time out of their busy schedules to review CVs and personal statements, give advice, and offer OR experience. Our surgeons help us network when we’re out of town or out of our element. They introduce us to their families. We grab dinner together and have annual informal meet-and-greet parties.Simply put: we are a family.



THANK YOU!! 
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