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The DoD Should be the Home for 

Federally-Funded Trauma Research 



Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this presentation are those of the 

presenter and do not reflect official positions of the Army, Air 

Force or the Department of Defense 



Because of  

• Function 

• Mission Focus 

• Scope 

• Expediency – the dye is cast 



Established Execution Function 
• Able to apply or execute large federal appropriation using 

identified funding opportunity announcements that are structured, 

competitive and accountable (e.g. Program Announcements, 

Requests for Proposals and the Broad Agency Announcement) 

2016 

• The active program management of 

the investment by the DoD takes 

steps to avoid redundancy, create 

leverage among different awardees 

(military labs and civilian) and 

minimize and gaps in topics covered  



Established Execution Function 
• While these competitive processes (funding cut lines of 5-15%) 

can be viewed as slow, intentionally separated from investigator 

applicants and sometimes “unfair”, they’re ultimately 

transparent and have high fidelity of function 

• Example of 

DoD award 

to National 

Trauma 

Institute 



Scope & Meaning of Trauma Research 
• DoD has for the 1st time broadly defined areas of trauma research  

within a federal program (i.e. domains of topics along the range 

of care – point of injury, en-route and facility-based) 

DoD Trauma Research Program 

En-route 

Care 

Neuro-

trauma 

Forward Surgical 

Intensive Care 
Hemorrhage & 

Resuscitation 

• Within each “bin” are specific lines or topics of research spanning 

basic to applied to clinical (i.e. a functional framework for the $) 



Scope & Meaning of Trauma Research 

J Trauma & Acute Care Surg 

2015;79(4):Supplement1:S61-S63 



Mission Focus – Delivering Solutions 

• DoD requirements-driven 

approach is designed to 

deliver solutions for care 

domains (i.e. life-cycle R&D 

to deliver knowledge & 

material products)   

• Structure has intentional 

processes that helps avoid 

“research for research” sake 

and “valley of death” pitfalls 

of investigator initiated effort 



Mission Focus – Delivering Solutions 
• DoD mission focus on efficiency promoted and demonstrated 

value in prospective, observational or comparative effectiveness 

clinical research   

 - ….as opposed to traditional, higher risk (costly), and more 

  regulatorily encumbered randomized, controlled trials 

LITES Network 



Expediency – It’s Just the Way it is  
• DoD approach to trauma research is established & recognized 

J Trauma & Acute Care Surg 2014;77(3)Suppl2:S55-S56 

• GAO prompted assessment 

of DoD research program 

demonstrates progress 

towards gap resolution 



Expediency – There is No Going Back 

Caesar crossing the 

Rubicon in 49 B.C. 

“Alea iacta est” 


