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Dr. Schwarze is the Morgridge Professor of Vascular Surgery and Professor in the Departments of 
Surgery and Medical History and Bioethics at the University of Wisconsin. She received her medical 
degree from Harvard Medical School and master’s degree in public policy from the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government. She completed residency at the Massachusetts General Hospital. Her 
fellowship training in vascular surgery and clinical ethics was at the University of Chicago Hospital 
and Clinics. She is a practicing vascular surgeon and health services researcher who also directs 
the hospital ethics committee and the ethics curriculum for the UW School of Medicine and Public 
Health. Her research interests focus on high-stakes decisions and end-of-life care for older patients 
with complex illnesses. She is an alumna of the Greenwall Faculty Scholar and the Cambia 
Foundation Sojourns Scholar programs. She is currently funded by the National Institute on Aging 
for multiple studies about decision making for older adults. She lives in Madison, WI, with her 
husband who is a transplant surgeon and has two daughters, ages 16 and 18. 


