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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
Legislatures remaining in session: California (9/12); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Jersey (12/31); North Carolina (7/31); Ohio (12/31); Pennsylvania (12/31); and Wisconsin (12/31).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
DELAWARE 
HB 205 – Criminalization/Professional Liability ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Cyndie Romer (D), HB 205 amends existing law to protect physicians who provide lawful health care services in state; mandates physicians cannot be disciplined for those services even if they are illegal in the patient’s home state; prohibits health care providers from disclosing a patient’s health care records for a civil proceeding; and prohibits a health insurer from taking an adverse action against a health care provider for performing or providing health care services which are lawful in-state. Governor Matt Meyer (D) signed the bill into law July 21.

MASSACHUSETTS
H 4271 – Criminalization
Introduced by the Ways and Means Committee, H 4271 prohibits disciplinary actions against health care providers for providing or assisting in reproductive or gender-affirming care which is lawful in the state; prohibits law enforcement from cooperating with or providing information to out-of-state or federal agencies regarding legally protected health care activities. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Ways and Means Committee. 

H 4294 – Criminalization
Introduced by the Ways and Means Committee, H 4294 prohibits disciplinary actions against health care providers for providing or assisting in reproductive or gender-affirming care which is lawful in the state; prohibits law enforcement from cooperating with or providing information to out-of-state or federal agencies regarding legally protected health care activities. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Ways and Means Committee. 

S 3071 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Patrick O'Connor (R), S 3071 requires health insurers to provide coverage for medically necessary intervention treatments for port-wine stains in individuals 18 and under, including surgery. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules Committee. 

MISSOURI
SB 79 – Telemedicine/Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Senator David Gregory (R), SB 79 prohibits health care providers from being limited in their choice of platforms used to deliver telehealth services provided they comply with HIPAA regulations; repeals requirement for mammography facilities to provide specific notices about dense breast tissue. Governor Mike Kehoe (R) signed the bill into law July 14.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
HB 606 – Criminalization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Ellen Read (D), HB 606 prohibits physicians from denying reproductive care that may result in sterilization based on the patient's age, number of children, or perceived future reproductive desires if the patient is 18 years or older and has a physiological medical condition that may necessitate such treatment; physicians who violate this prohibition may be subject to disciplinary action by the board of medicine. Governor Kelly Ayotte (R) signed the bill into law July 22.

NEW JERSEY
A 5914 – Workplace Violence
Introduced by Assemblymember Margie Donlon (D), A 5914 expands the definition of health care professional under aggravated assault statutes to include all employees working for or at health care facilities when performing duties in their official capacity. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Public Safety and Preparedness Committee. 

OREGON
HB 3410 – Corporate Practice of Medicine ENACTED
Introduced by the Rules Committee, HB 3410 amends existing law to prohibit management services organizations (MSOs) from owning or controlling a majority interest in professional medical entities or exercising control over clinical decision-making; voids non-compete agreements between medical professionals and MSOs. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law July 24. 

SB 537 – Workplace Violence ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk187929512]Introduced by Senator Deb Patterson (D), SB 537 requires health care entities collect data on workplace violence incidents; conduct safety assessments; develop violence prevention programs; provide annual training for employees, volunteers, and contracted security personnel; establishes grant program to financially support violence prevention efforts. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law July 17.

SB 822 – Telehealth ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk187922916]Introduced by Senator Rob Wagner (D), SB 822 expands network adequacy requirements for health benefit plans; establishes coverage and reimbursement parity for telemedicine services. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law July 17.

TEXAS
SB 1 – Pre-hospital Blood ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Joan Huffman (R), SB 1 establishes a whole blood pilot program to support emergency medical services in administering whole blood to patients in the field who are suffering from extreme blood loss; the program is funded with $10,000,000 from the general revenue fund in 2026. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 22.

