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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
[bookmark: _Hlk218667042]Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Christina Colosimo, DO, FACS; Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211837922]STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
Legislatures in session: California, Indiana, Ohio, New Jersey, and North Carolina. Session information can be found here.

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
ILLINOIS
HB 4221 – Restrictive Covenant
Introduced by Representative Amy Briel (D), HB 4221 prohibits the enforcement of non-compete and non-solicit agreements for health care professionals for contracts entered into after January 1, 2027. The bill was introduced in the House and is awaiting referral to a committee.

MICHIGAN
HB 5313 – Licensure
Introduced by Representative Matthew Bierlein (R), HB 5313 reduces the required number of continuing education for physicians from 150 to 75 hours over three years; creates a process for physicians to have certain disciplinary records set aside after meeting criteria (such as completing sanctions, waiting seven years, and having no further violations), if approved, those records are removed from public view and national databases. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Policy Committee.

HB 5446 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Jamie Thompson (R), HB 5446 seeks to create a licensure board for naturopathic medicine; allows naturopaths to order and perform physical and laboratory exams, prescribe certain substances, and perform minor office procedures such as repair lacerations and the removal of foreign bodies, obtain specimens to diagnose and treat disease. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Policy Committee.

NEW JERSEY
A 6282 – Licensure
Introduced by Assemblymember Alexander Schnall (D), A 6282 creates a streamlined licensure process for international medical graduates licensed in Australia, Canada, Ireland, Israel, New Zealand, Singapore, South Africa, Switzerland, or the UK, enabling them to practice after demonstrating English fluency, have proper U.S. immigration status, pass a background check, after a three-year probationary period it converts to full licensure; severs ties with employer after probation. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Health Committee.

NEW YORK
A 4613B – Scope of Practice ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk189753412]Introduced by Assemblymember Gary Pretlow (D), A 4613B expands the scope of podiatric care to include diagnosing, treating, operating, and prescribing for conditions affecting the foot, ankle, and leg skin; allows podiatrists to treat traumatic open wound fractures in hospitals; allows podiatrists with advanced privileges to perform complex procedures such as ankle fracture fixation and use surgical devices. Governor Kathy Hochul (D) signed the bill into law December 12. 

A 9407 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Assemblymember Amy Paulin (D), A 9407 prohibits health insurers from requiring prior authorization for cancer treatments meeting Category One or Category Two-A of the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines; includes Medicaid; claims can still be denied if the treatment is found not medically necessary. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Insurance Committee.

S 6693B – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Robert Jackson (D), S 6693B expands podiatry to include diagnosing, testing, operating, and prescribing for conditions affecting the foot, ankle, and the skin of the leg below the tibial tuberosity; prohibits procedures above the malleoli including the treatment of melanoma, Mohs surgery, and muscle flaps or microvascular anastomoses. Governor Kathy Hochul (D) signed the bill into law December 12.

PENNSYLVANIA
HB 2088 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Representative Bryan Cutler (R), HB 2088 defines certificate of merit as a written  statement by a medical expert stating a physician deviated from the professional standard; expert must be licensed in the state and actively engaged in clinical practice or teaching in the same or similar specialty as defendant; if defendant is board certified, expert must be board certified; certification must be filed with the initial complaint or within sixty days of starting the action; must include the curriculum vitae of the qualified medical professional. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

SR 203 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Lynda Schlegel Culver (R), SR 203 designates November 2025 as Lung Cancer Awareness Month in the state. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules and Executive Nominations Committee.

SOUTH CAROLINA
HB 4767 – Restrictive Covenants
Introduced by Representative Sylleste Davis (R), HB 4767 making noncompete clauses in physician contracts void and unenforceable; prohibits geographic or time restrictions; cannot prohibit physicians from continuing to treat or consult with current patients after leaving practice; allows physicians to notify patients of their departure and provide information on how to continue care; employers may require repayment of expenses if stated in contract. The bill was pre-filed in the House. 
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HB 4799 – Certificate of Need
Introduced by Representative M. Brian Lawson (R), HB 4799 exempts veterans homes owned or operated by the Department of Veterans' Affairs from the certificate of need process. The bill was pre-filed in the House and referred to the Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs.

WISCONSIN
HB 774 – Step-Therapy
Introduced by Representative Lisa Subeck (D), HB 774 prohibits an insurer, pharmacy benefit manager, or utilization review organization from requiring step therapy protocol for a drug prescribed for metastatic cancer or a cancer-associated condition; use of the drug is approved by the Food and Drug Administration, consistent with best practices for the treatment of metastatic cancer or the cancer-associated condition; supported by peer-reviewed publications based on evidence-based research. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care Committee.

SB 765 – Step-therapy
Introduced by Senator Dianne Hesselbein (D), SB 765 prohibits a health insurer from requiring a step therapy protocol for a drug prescribed for metastatic cancer or a cancer-associated condition; applies if the drug is approved by the Food and Drug Administration, is consistent with best practices for the treatment of metastatic cancer or the cancer-associated condition, and supported by peer-reviewed publications. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Insurance, Housing, Rural Issues, and Forestry Committee.

SB 796 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Mary Felzkowski (R), SB 796 amends current law to mandate health insurers submit health care claims data to the state health information organization; allows data sharing for research and public health purposes. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Licensing, Regulatory reform, State and Federal Affairs Committee.
