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UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

Hiss Eleanor Grinnn 
Secretary 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR 

October 31, 1950 REG. NO. 

American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear J.1iss Grimm: 

Just a note to tell you again how well everything 
went off · in Boston and how much I appreciate all the kindnesses 
and thoughtfulness that you extended on behalf of our fa:rnily. I 
hope that you were not too wom out with the week and that words 
cannot tell you how much we all appreciate what you did and have 
done for the College. 

Dr. ~-J'Uliam D. Robinson, Editor of our University of 
Michigan Bulletin tells me that he woul.d like to publish lt\Y' Presi
dential Address in our Bulletin here and I suggested that he write 
to you and see whether this would be possible giving credit, of 
course, to the Bulletin of the American College of Surgeons where 
it will appear. You will hear from Doctor Robinson sometime soon 
and I am giving this information so you will know what he is talk
ing about~ 

' 
I am 

FAC:pf 

Take good care of yourself and hoping to see you soon, 

Sincerely yours, 

~~,----v~-
Frederick A. Coller, M. D· 
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UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

ANN ARBOR 

.August 12, 1954 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Eleanor: 

REG . NO. 

I have just received notice that next Monday will 
be Malcolm T. MacEachern Day and, of course, I wrote Mac a 
note all of which reminded me that there is one other who has 
contributed as much to the better care of the sick as has Mac and 
that, of course, is Eleanor Grimm. Most of us are too busy to do more 
than our daily routines but our family often thinks of you and we wish 
that we could see you. 

Jessie and I had a very nice trip to Scotland and 
England being there all of May and part of June and many of your 
friends were there since we had a Sectional Meeting of our College 
in London, as you undoubtedly know. Graham, Blalock, Cave, 
.Allen, Davis, Ravdin, Brindley and many many others of your 
friends were on the trip. Jessie and I flew back and have been home 
since then, but we have been very busy since Jean and her three 
children have been staying with us since the middle of July. Jean 
has a new boy since we last saw you - born on February 7. Her 
husband is coming up tomorrow and I think it possible that the 
senior Aliens will come out to see the children. 

In any case, all of us send our affectionate greetings 
to you and hope that we will see you soon. How are you coming with 
the History of the College and are you keeping well - I know that you 
are always happy. 

Sincerely yours, 

FAC:pf 
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Dear Doctor Coller, -

Yotr bGartwami letter c d in Clic 
on the day I attended tl};) recaption 'for • c chem on hie day, 

·mJBt 16.· I shall torovor glo when I r ad tb:l moat tlnttaring 
~rda which your letter «>nta1ns - •en though I kDow they not 
tull.y deserved. llo one bns had hap ar or fortunate xperionc 
m the business wea-ld than I, oDd I am everlaati tetul tJ:at rrq 
steps were guided 1n the diroction ot tle American Coll ot 
sec>Da• To have been xr1v1leged to be pan ot tmt t o iza-
tlon hem ita boe:lnnlngs 1n 19131 nnd to m seen 1 tbrou 
times ot war, ot atresa1 ot plelltJ'1 of s 1o a . n 

1 
eJd 

. then ot lJ)ace until tbe end of 1951 18 an oxper.lenco that I an ur 
has been paralleled b1 few. TheT were t c !eta UD r I 

·, ·· ael.Ved - J'ranklin Nartin, George CrUe. Irvin Abell, ~ttl1t11,. .~ ....... :111.6. 

· . 8D1 great ao n te and Presidents whan I a tv.lle 
to aarvet and C:liiDJl8 them Your name 

1 
is on tm hlgller • I co Ullt 

your work or- liaison arooDg t Boei'ds, tbe , ana the ~.cs aa 1 
concems the basic scimces rmd graduate trainiDg tbe 
achievements or tbe Collar'J'e, and I s ll so r cord i't 1n "the 
for the his-to.ry which I am now naaenbl1ng. And t s 1a true 
ot tho mt~stertul and super-d1plc8at1c I!lSl!ler in which tor 
htmdled the prellm1nary to the cczredi · ton slon. 

llow I el!lld.ed all ot you on that ropoan jatmt. It 
occoaion t~ till Collage. It w· s too oocond meot1 
the College 1 for the 1914 session ot the Clinical Co sa 
1li London the last week or J'Uly, 19141 and 1 t endecl em the 
First borld \ er ma declara4 e.m all ot the surgeons m on 
oont1nont acmnpored !br theU. hcnalenda. Di tbe 1 c e 
as boat tbey could after lo~ dela,a oousod by the canoelletiou ~ 
hips sa11J.n.e)!. All ot tbi 1a sofrg into the rtori 1 for the 

hlstor.y. Incidentally tbnt history mteriel has deval.o into 
t I now consider mare important - or.len"tat1on to 1 tor 7 
who comes to tbe ::i 1n an att1cla1 cop cit)'. T.be necoss1fi7 tor 

t s becl.llllG oppnrent to me th ough the ny 1nqu11tea 1ch I 
conotantly xeooivf.nB fran atf'iciula at he quarters cone 118 evEilts 
which transpired notions taken. re hat I recardin 11 b 
COQ) a tul.l report in abstract of everythirJg that trm spired - tmm tb 
organization ot t SUrgical l?ubl1Sh1Dg Compo.I\V by • 1n in 1905, 
tbrw.gh tbl orgoni tion or the Cl1niool Co as by in 1910, SD4 · 
too organizo.ti on m:1 condwt or tm s:lnce 1912 1 t r 
b the Clinic c ngross. I los ilU an out lJ.na of t terial 



FREDERICK A .COLLER.M.D. 

ANN ARBOR . MICH I GAN 

December 14, 1963 

Miss E. K. Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, Florida 

Dear Eleanor: 

Thank you so much for your nice Christmas card 
and for the travelogue that told about your wanderings 
in the near and far east. It made the Coller family 
very envious and wish that we could have been with 
you or at least take the same trip some other time. 

It was also good to hear that you had recently 
seen some of the retired members of the Administra
tive staff of the College, and when next you see them, 
give them greetings from me. 

This is an informal way of sending you our best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
and affectionate greetings from the Callers. 

Sincerely yours, 

:t~~~ 
Frederick A. Coller, M.D . 

FAC:mr 
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The Messenger ... from a painting contributed to UNICEF, the United Nations Children's 

Fund, by Amold Blanch of the United States of America. 

Le Messager ... peinture offerte au Fonds des Nations Unies pour l'Enfance, par !'artiste 

americain Amold Blanch. 

El Mensajero ... reproducci6n de una obra de Arnold Blanch de los Estados Unidos de America. 

Donaci6n al UNICEF, el Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia. 

PRINTED IN U.S.A . 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Caracas9 Venezuela, December 79 1940o 

Deer Miss Grimm: 

It is dif !cult to say these days just what is the 
function of a diplomat and I find nothing in the regula
tions about providing two handsome tall bachelors but 
I'll do the best I can by remote controlQ You know 
Panama is about 1200 miles west of here and by the way 
what has Panama got that Venezuela hasn't? 

I am writing today to John Gorin9 a tall handsome 
bachelor who represents the United Fruit Company in 
Panama asking him to give you and Mrse Betty Lou Fisher 
his special attentiono I am also writing to General 
Edgerton, Governor of the Panama Canal9 and to Ambassador 
Dawson, whose wife by the way is the daughter of Dr. 
Jimmy Mitchell (FaA.CoSo) of Washington, Do Co Ethel, 
my wife9 is writing to Mrs. Cy Helm~ whose husband is 
President of the 'est India Oil Companyo Since you are 
to be there on New ·.ear~ s Eve I want you to get to the 
Union Club Ball which is one of the social events of 
the Continento Don't miss it even if you have to crash 
the gate. Yo~other evenings you can spend at the Balboa 
Beer Garden where there are always a few lonesome Naval 
or Army officers to be cheered upo I hope you have a 
grand time and Itm sure you willo 

With the Season's Greetings and best wishes for 
- the New Year9 

Sincerely, 

Miss Eleanor Grimm, 
.~erican College of Surgeons9 

40 East Erie Street9 
Chicago~ Illinoiso 



ead An oon 

De r Doctor Corri ' 
h1s 1 

tbenks to ou for t 1fO of the s't 

b 1 ted ote or 

b ltours were 
n•t the)' t o ot 

ole 1 de rl d? One 
ple sed e beyond a ure, end of h1ch t e 

Balfour rere l1kew1 e aware, waa the outst di poe1t1on 
you occupy aJDOJag your contrerea t t U ited tiona. 
T 1r er ot sr eting ou de ua 11 con cioua or 
the r sp ct in which th8J all old ou. I trying to 
haY t Baltoure make the trip to SOUth erie with 

1 the fir t tew th ot 1952. at which t1 I 
pi to l ot leisure so far du'tiaa hare 

t th College concerned. Tber h e never been there, 
a :you could make it one or t t1nest tripa ot iheb 
11Ye th the cont cte 70u could establish tor them &4 
fo r e. .-Jee it you can push the m tter elo g. It woo.ld 

w ndertul tor the United St tee aDd ror the College 1t 
t hey ould pl a to *o. Needless to • I m hopiag that 
there m 1 be o small matters oa hicb I oould be ot 
help to JOU on bellalt ot tbe good old u •• A. I am al-
r ad7 t illed ovet- the proapeet or the trS.p s d I do hope 
it will co to ruition. 



'? \ {i \ ~ y DR. ~RANK P. C 0 R RIG A N 

NEW YORK C I TY 

Rome ,Italy,~ar. 8,1952 

Dear Eleanor, 
T orking from faulty memory I sent a 

letter to you at nFairmont" Florida. Then I ran across 
b the real olace and '~ote to the estmaster at Fairmont, 

( t.here must be a Fairmont) asking ~ im to forvvard it to 

you at Clermont.Maybe you'll get it and maybe ou will 

not. 'h;=~ t I wanted to ask you was advice in making out 

my exoense vouchers.Just before sailing 2nd sincetime 
I 

was lacking for an answer I sugn;ested r.hat mybrelation 

with the College be formalized by olacing me on a 

dollar a year basis and nermitting me to voucher for 

my exoensesoThis was agre0d unon nrovisionally and they 

sent a del)osit to my bank ( ational City of N.Y.) of 

a thousand dollars as an advance a~ainst my exnenses. 

What I ·ould like you to advise me about is 1hrhether 

they have a per diem nolicy or must actual details ,bills, 

railroad and olane fares,taxies ,tips etc beitemized. 

I have visited for t he College and set up Committeew· 

with which we can correspond in the following countries; 

France,Germany,Italy,Monaco,Portugal,2nain and Switz-

erland. 7he exoeriences in t hose countries vTas most en-

joyable. I was welcomed everywhere and in Soain they 

told me my visitvvJas Hlikw a ray of li '2:ht in the dark

nessH. That made me feel .r;ood . Incidentally the Inter

national College is holding its Congress in Madrid in 

1ay and making a big nlay for the Snanish suro'eons. My 

visit was most timely.The Pro~ram of the American 

College is something that the World needs andi~ 
( . 



has a momentous decision to make as to vvhether or not. 

to assume this ·burden. It ·vvi.ll have to be done sooner or 

later and now is the chosen time vv-i th the vJorld in a 

turmoil and struggling for better things. As you 

wisely said it will take money but I think that for 

such a worthy objective the money will be made avail

able if 1··e really go after it in earnest. Otherwise 

this second rate organization of Thorek's is going 

to go ahead and do badly the thing that we could do 

well.I have made one concrete sug~estion as a result o f 

my travels.I have asked that study be ~iven to the 

idea of setting u- a new office in the College to 

be called:The International Council.I arrived at this 

name after a lot of thought and after a '"0rocess of 

selections and rejections. I have had no reaction as 

yet.Of C011rse it would be justvapauer division until 

financed. I 1•rould appreciate your comments. 

I am leaving here Monday and after one day in Paris 

Dlan to embark on the America,sailing 12 March from 

Le Havre,due in New York about St. uatrick's day. 

I hope to have a letter from you awaiting my 

arrival. Vli th all good v1ishes I am 
' ' 










