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Upcoming Events
Today
• CoC Plenary Session

• 3:00 to 5:00 pm/Momentum AB

• CoC Reception
• 5:00 to 6:00 pm/Momentum C

2024 ACS Cancer Conference
• February 22-24
• Austin, TX



American Cancer Society
Elizabeth Holtsclaw

American College of Physicians
Ana Maria Lopez, MD, MPH, FACP

American College of Sports Medicine
Kathryn H. Schmitz PhD, FACSM, FTOS, FAK

Department of Defense Military Health System
Jessica Weiss, MD

Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer
Sara I. Pai, MD, PhD, FACS



Organization Update:
Focus on Patient Navigation

Elizabeth Holtsclaw, MA 
Director, Payor and National Partnerships
Elizabeth.Holtsclaw@cancer.org





Person-centered support across the cancer continuum
The American Cancer Society: Patient Support Pillar

Cross-continuum work: 
• Health equity
• Global health

• Caregivers

Advanc
ing 
discove
ry

Prevention

Patient 
Support

Early 
Detection

Treatment 
Support

Research 
Support

Palliative care 
& symptom 

management
Survivorship

End-of-life 
care and 

bereavement



What no other organization could do 
The American Cancer Society: Patient Support Pillar

1.48 million
Lives touched 
(-cancer.org)

Patient 
Support141,539

Recipients of 
patient 

programs/services

24,000
Hope Lodge 

guests

41,000
Rides to 

treatment

220,000 
NCIC 

callers/chats

1.29 million 
CSN 

participants

1,471 partner 
organizations 
engaged in 

ACS initiatives

Total lives touched in 2022:  50.8 million



Prevention, screening and vaccination, special populations

Navigation, global cancer treatment, patient-centered innovation

Patient content, professional content, external content 

National Roundtables and coalitions, community impact, professional 
collaborations (global capacity, payor/national partnerships, interventions and 
implementation, Project ECHO, health equity, quality improvement)

NCIC, Hope Lodge, programs and services, community implementation

Cancer Prevention

Cancer Support

Medical & Health 
Content

Partnerships & 
Capacity Building

Patient & 
Caregiver Services
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Patient 
Support 
Teams

Strategy and planning, team and volunteer engagement, data impact reporting, 
business operations

Patient Support 
Strategy & 
Operations
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A Deeper Dive; ACS Navigation Support Reach

Global Community







The Steering Committee meets monthly to provide 
leadership to advance the mission, guide strategic 
planning and implement projects.

Task Groups comprised of subject matter 
experts meet  bimonthly to implement action 
items.
 Evidenced Based Promising Practices
 Policy
 Workforce Development
 Membership Committee

NNRT Structure



NNRT’s & 
Partner 
Impact

Call to Action Series 
22-23

Community Guide Webinar, May 2, 2023

CANCER 
Journal June 

2022 

Metrics Toolkit 
AONN & NNRT 
August 2020 

PONT Standards
Dissemination 

Adopted by NNRT



@NNRTnews
  
 linkedin.com/in/nationalnavigation-roundtable

Follow Us On:

Visit the NNRT website for updates:
https://navigationroundtable.org/

https://navigationroundtable.org/
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Navigation Capacity-
Building Initiative Grants

Navigation Capacity-Building Grantee Location

Boston Medical Center Boston, MA

City of Hope Los Angeles, CA

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center Seattle, WA

Harris Health System Houston, TX

Harold C. Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center, UT Southwestern Dallas, TX

HIMA San Pablo Oncologico-Caguas Caguas, PR

Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of Utah Salt Lake City, UT

Markey Cancer Center, University of Kentucky Lexington, KY

Montefiore Einstein Cancer Center Bronx, NY

Rush University Medical Center Chicago, IL

Stanford Cancer Institute Palo Alto, CA

Stephenson Cancer Center, University of Oklahoma Oklahoma City, 
OK

University of Alabama at Birmingham Birmingham, AL

University of Chicago Medicine Chicago, IL

University of Colorado-Denver Aurora, CO

University of New Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Center Albuquerque, NM

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Chapel Hill, NC

University of Southern California Los Angeles, CA

University of Texas Health San Antonio, TX

Virginia Commonwealth University Massey Cancer Center Richmond, VA
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ACS CARES (Community Access to Resources, 
Education, and Support) equips those facing cancer 
with curated content, programs, and services to fit 
their specific cancer journey 

Customized Guidance
Download the app and get 
personalized information and 
resources that update as you 
age, your situation changes or 
new information becomes 
available.

Access to Information
24/7 access to receive over-
the-phone support from 
trained American Cancer 
Society (ACS) staff.

Support System
Virtual support from trained 
ACS community volunteers 
and in person support from 
clinic volunteers.

https://www.cancer.org/support-programs-and-services/acs-cares.html



Resources
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Speaking of Resources…..

Stay connected with the “Cancer Programs News”

www.cancer.org



Thank You
23©2022, American Cancer Society, Inc. Elizabeth.Holtsclaw@cancer.org



Enhancing Collaboration between 
American College of Physicians (ACP) 

and the
 Commission on Cancer

        Ana Maria Lopez, MD MPH MACP
Professor of Medical Oncology, Sidney Kimmel Medical College 
Associate Director, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center 
ACP Representative 

October 22nd, 2023



Overview: the American College of Physicians (ACP)

• Established in 1915, ACP is an association of 
internal medicine physicians, specialists and 
subspecialists with 161,000 members worldwide.
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Mission: To enhance the quality and effectiveness of 
health care by fostering excellence and professionalism 
in the practice of medicine.

Internal medicine physicians serve as a foundation for 
clinical care. We are leaders, experts, connectors, and 
detectors addressing clinical complexities. As IM 
physicians, we specialize in adult medicine, partnering 
with other medical professionals, and caring for our 
patients throughout the entirety of their healthcare 
journey. 



ACP’s Activities Relevant to the CoC

ACP advances physician, student, and patient education and cancer care 
through:

• Research and publications (Annals and other publications)

• Medical Education (MKSAP, IMM, multiple learning hubs)

• Public policy/advocacy

• Clinical guidelines development

• Quality improvement programs

26



Annals of Internal Medicine

Annals of Internal Medicine consistently ranks as one of the most 
widely cited medical journals in the world.

27

• Annals of Internal Medicine 2022 Impact Factor is 39.2
• Annals ranks 6th overall in the categories of Medicine, General and Internal Medicine 

(Clarivate Analytics)
• Receives over a million page views each month, along with significant coverage in the 

general media



Annals of Internal Medicine recent engagement on cancer

• Annals regularly publishes articles related to 
cancer.

• ACP periodically covers cancer related topics as 
part of Annals’ Beyond the Guidelines and In the 
Clinic series. 
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Medical Education: MKSAP®19
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MKSAP 19 continues to offer an all-inclusive, personalized learning system.

The program includes:

• 12 medical content sections
• Over 2,000 self-study questions
• Flash cards
• Multimedia enhancements

MKSAP 19 includes 13 chapters
on Oncology. 

The Medical Knowledge Self-Assessment Program® (MKSAP)  is a “go-to” resource 
for board prep and lifelong learning.



Internal Medicine Meeting

• The Internal Medicine Meeting (IMM) is ACP’s premier 
scientific meeting, occurring annually in the spring, and 
welcomes over 8,000 physicians, faculty, and students to 
participate in a broad array of interactive clinical and 
practice topics. 

• Some cancer-related sessions at Internal Medicine 
Meeting 2023 included:

• Clinical Triad: Advances in Cancer Screening: 
Breast, Colon, Lung

• Clinical Triad: Prognosis, Cancer Screening, and 
Deprescribing: When Should We Stop?

• Colon Cancer Screening: Increasing Access With 
New Guidelines
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Medical Education: Online Learning Center 

• Comprehensive platform for CME and MOC 
activities.

• Podcast Feature: "Radiation Oncology Side 
Effects: 5 Pearls Segment" by Core IM team - 
bridging the knowledge gap in radiation 
therapy and enhancing patient care.

• Annals Consult Guys episode  "Cancer and 
Deep Venous Thrombosis: A Serious 
Combination" -  discussing the complexities 
of this medical challenge with engaging 
discourse and real-world scenarios
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Public Policy/Advocacy

• ACP regularly advocates for regulatory and 
legislative solutions to increase access to 
quality and equitable cancer prevention, 
screening, treatment, and long-term care. 

• Recently, ACP has signed several cancer-
related joint letters to policymakers, including:

• Joint Letter Regarding Tobacco Provisions in the 
FY2024 Ag-FDA Appropriations Bill

• Joint Letter to EPA Regarding Passenger Vehicle 
Emission Standards

• Joint Letter Opposing United Healthcare's GI 
Endoscopy Prior Authorization Program

• Joint Letter to Senators Supporting FDA 
Proposals to Ban the Manufacture and Sale of 
Menthol Cigarettes and Flavored Cigars (2023)
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ACP Clinical Guidelines Development and Dissemination

• ACP guidelines recommend appropriate 
screenings for all cancers, noting the 
importance of: 

• inclusion of appropriate 
reimbursement

• acknowledgement of screening 
frequency recommendations

• the essential need to collaborate to 
educate diverse communities

• the benefits of positive messaging to 
the public

• Most recent ACP Guidelines Advisory 
regarding cancer was the August 2023 
update on colorectal cancer screening.
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Policy Development for End of Life/Palliative Care

• Policies by ACP’s Ethics Committee in ACP Ethics 
Manual Seventh Edition

• Care of Patients Near the End of Life
• Palliative Care
• Making Decisions Near the End of Life
• Advance Care Planning
• Withdrawing or Withholding Treatment
• Artificial Nutrition and Hydration
• Do-Not-Resuscitate Orders
• Futile Treatments
• Determination of Death
• Physician-Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia
• Disorders of Consciousness
• Solid Organ Transplantation

• Updated education resources by Medical Education 
• Podcast series “Patient Priorities Care” and “The 

Last Breath”

• Clinical modules included at IMM

34



Affiliations and Collaborations 

• Council of Medical Specialty Societies - Diagnostic 
Excellence Project, Colorectal Cancer TEP

• National Cancer Institute – Roundtable PCP Cancer Risk 
Assessment 

• American Cancer Society – Guidelines Development Group, 
Lung Cancer Screening Recommendation Review

• American Cancer Society – National Roundtable on Cervical 
Cancer

• American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists – 
Cancer Evidence Review

• American Society of Clinical Oncology – Head & Neck 
Cancer Guidelines, Stage IV NSCLC With Driver Alterations 
Living Guideline Recommendations
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IM Physicians are Foundational to 
the Cancer Care Delivery Team

ACP embraces the role of IM 
physicians to help eradicate 
cancer and improve quality 
care for all: 
-prevention
-early detection
-survivorship
-palliation

36



Thank you!

anamaria.lopez@jefferson.edu
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Kathryn Schmitz, PhD, MPH, FACSM, FTOS, FNAK
Professor, Hematology and Oncology

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Past President, American College of Sports Medicine

Founder, Moving Through Cancer
American Cancer Society Clinical Research Professor

schmitzk@upmc.edu



Who are we?

• The American College of Sports Medicine (ACSM) 
is an international membership association 
comprised of more than 50,000 physicians, 
scientists, educators and certified health fitness 
professionals

• Representing 70 occupations and 90 countries 
around the globe, ACSM is the only organization 
that offers a 360-degree view of the sports 
medicine and exercise science profession

• The diversity and expertise of our membership 
make ACSM the largest, most respected sports 
medicine organization in the world



ACSM Mission Statement

The American College of Sports Medicine 
advances and integrates scientific 
research to provide educational and 
practical applications of exercise science 
and sports medicine.



ACSM Annual Meeting is in May:  
Boston 2024!



Regional and Specialty Conferences 



2024 Inaugural Meeting: 
International Society of Exercise Oncology

• May 28, 2024
• Boston
• Preceding ACSM Annual Meeting



ACSM Publishes Journals…



And Books…. (Wolters Kluwer)

• Forthcoming in 2024
• Essentials of Exercise Oncology

• Authors:
• Kathryn Schmitz
• Anna Schwartz
• Anna Campbell



RCTs in the Field of Exercise Oncology

EX + Cancer
EX + Cancer + rando*

PA + Cancer
PA + Cancer + rando*

ACSM 1st RT 
(151 +76)

ACSM 2st RT
(556+ 308)

PubMed Search / RCTs
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Documented Benefits of Exercise during Cancer Tx

• Fatigue
• Sleep
• Quality of life
• Anxiety
• Depression
• Body composition
• Function
• Breast cancer related lymphedema 



Guidelines

48

ASCO GUIDELINE:  Medical oncologists ‘SHOULD’ refer 
patients receiving chemotherapy to exercise programming

 to address common symptoms and side effects. 



Current State

• 30-47% of cancer patients are adequately active (Blanchard 
2008, Webb 2016)

• 15% of patients report being referred to an exercise program 
by their oncologist (Ligibel 2022)





Moving Through Cancer Retreat

• GOAL:  
– What needs to happen for exercise to be 

standard of care in the setting of oncology by 
2029? 



Agenda Areas

• Policy, funding, and sustainability
• Program development
• Workforce enhancement
• Stakeholder awareness, empowerment, engagement
• Research and evaluation



Policy, Funding, Sustainability

• Advocate for policies that support exercise oncology programming

Melissa Maitin-Shephard



NAPBC Standards Revision 

• New standards, recently 
adopted, will require breast 
programs to declare a plan 
for 

• Functional evaluations prior 
to/after surgery (leading to 
referrals)

• Exercise referrals in medical 
oncology

• Exercise referrals at the point of 
survivorship

• Effective in 2025



NCD Application Written

• Focus on BREAST CANCER
• Request for CMS to cover

• Triage and referral to exercise and 
rehabilitation

• Supervised exercise sessions
• Individual or group
• In person or telehealth

• SEEKING BUY-IN FROM
• COC
• NAPBC
• + 20 other organizations



Programming



US Map of Exercise Oncology Programming



Disparities in Exercise Oncology Program Availability

• 39% of the U.S. population lives in a census tract > 10 miles 
from EOP

• Distribution of programming varies (p<0.01) by:
– Population density (less in rural)
– Proportion of Non-white residents
– Neighborhood deprivation index



National Exercise Oncology 
Directory

Survivors - Exercise is Medicine

https://www.exerciseismedicine.org/eim-in-action/moving-through-cancer-3/survivors/


Workforce



ACSM Cancer Exercise Credentialing



Stakeholder Awareness



Stakeholder Awareness, 
Empowerment, 

Engagement
• Ensure everyone living with cancer is 

aware of exercise benefits
– Brochure development and distribution

• Goals:
– Distribution of brochures, postcards

• Social media campaign
• TX Oncology
• >25K @ National Coalition of Breast Centers

– Translate the brochure into Spanish
– Evaluation of current knowledge







Exercise Oncology as Standard of Care

Awareness Referrals Define 
Eligibility

Protocolize

Define 
workforce

Ensure 
programs 

are 
available



Current MTC Task Force

Kelley 
Covington

Neil Iyengar Melissa 
Maitin-Shepard

Kathryn 
Schmitz

Anna 
Campbell

Jess 
Gorzelitz

Bernadine 
Pinto

Mary 
Kennedy

Anna 
Schwartz

Jonas 
Sokolof

Chris 
Wilson

Kristen 
Sullivan



www.exerciseismedicine.org/eim-in-action/moving-through-cancer-2/



Cancer Care in the 
Department of Defense

Commission on Cancer
Member Organization Representatives Meeting

October 22, 2003

MAJ Jessica Weiss, MD



Disclosures

• The views expressed are those of the author(s) and do not reflect the 
official policy of the Department of the Army, the Department of 
Defense or the U.S. Government.



Who are we?



Who are we?



Who are we?



DoD as a stakeholder in cancer care

Personnel & 
Readiness

Research & 
Engineering



DoD as a stakeholder in cancer care

Direct Patient Care

Dedicated Research 
Funding

Personnel & 
Readiness

Research & 
Engineering



DoD as a provider of cancer care

Patient Care Numbers in the Military Health System 
(FY 2022)

Outpatient Visits 86,000,000

Emergency Department Visits 3,750,000

Inpatient Admissions 865,800

Prescriptions Filled 105,200,000

The MHS serves 9.5 million beneficiaries

1.37

1.57

0.5

0.53

2.23

2.65

0.61
0.36

Active Duty Service Members Active Duty Family Members

National Guard/Reserve Beneficiaries Inactive Guard/Reserve Beneficiaries

Retired Service Members Retiree Family Members

Survivors Other



DoD as a provider of cancer care

• 4% of the DoD beneficiary population carries an invasive cancer 
diagnosis exclusive on non-melanoma skin cancer

• Colon, breast, prostate, and lung are the most common cancers in the 
DoD beneficiary population



DoD as a provider of cancer care



• Collaborations across DoD facilities and with other government and 
private partners

• Cancer Moonshot (2023)
• DoD Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs

DoD as a funding source for cancer research



• Cancer Moonshot (2023)
• $47 million for the Murtha Cancer Center
• Applied Proteogenomics Organizational Learning and Outcomes (APOLLO) 

project
• Project for Military Exposures and Toxin History Evaluation in U.S. Service 

Members (PROMETHEUS)

• DoD Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs

DoD as a funding source for cancer research



• Cancer Moonshot (2023)
• DoD Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs

• Founded in 1992 with the goal of supporting potentially high risk-high reward 
research projects through military-civilian-congressional partnership

• Multiple cancer-specific research programs
• Total funding for Peer Reviewed Cancer Program from 2009-2022: $784.4M

DoD as a funding source for cancer research



• Cancer Moonshot (2023)
• DoD Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs

DoD as a funding source for cancer research



Challenges of Cancer Care in the DoD

Personnel & 
Readiness

Research & 
Engineering



• In aggregate, the DoD manages a large number of cancer patients but 
at the individual facility level, the numbers are small

• Fewer opportunities for patients to participate in clinical trials
• Individual providers have lower volumes

Challenges of Cancer Care in the DoD



• Developing partnerships with civilian counterparts
• Clinical trial enrollment
• Tumor boards
• Augmentation of operative volume for Active Duty cancer surgeons
• Research

• Enhancing integration of care across the spectrum of service
• MHS Genesis electronic medical records system

Opportunities to Improve Cancer Care in the DoD



Questions?



SITC Quality Measures Initiative
Sara I. Pai, MD, PhD, FACS

SITC Representative 
Professor of Surgery, Yale University School of Medicine

CoC Member Organization Meeting
Boston, MA

October 22, 2023



4,650 
representing35medical

specialties

in 63 countries

MISSION STATEMENT
The Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC) is 
the world’s leading member-driven society dedicated 
to professionals working in the field of cancer 
immunotherapy. It is the mission of the Society for 
Immunotherapy of Cancer to improve cancer patient 
outcomes by advancing the science, development 
and application of cancer immunology and 
immunotherapy through our core values of 
interaction/integration, innovation, translation and 
leadership in the field.

members

About SITC: Founded in 1984 by 40 Charter Members

members



About SITC

SITC Roots in Surgery: Many of SITC’s founding members were surgeons including multiple past SITC presidents 
including Dr. Michael Lotze and Dr. Howard Kaufman. SITC lifetime achievement award winner Dr. Steven 
Rosenberg. SITC currently maintains a Surgery Committee focused on Immunotherapy issues related to surgeons 
including neoadjuvant care and TIL therapies. 
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SITC's Growth

SITC's Members



• Presidential Directive
• Initiated under SITC past president Dr. Howard Kaufman (2014-2016) 
• Belief that quality improvement would be among the most impactful 

mechanisms for SITC to impact day-to-day patient care as it became standard of 
care

• Serves as foundation for development of national benchmarks for 
Immunotherapy care 

• SITC Leadership approved 2-phase quality pilot project: 
• Phase 1: Identify quality measure concepts via Quality Expert Panel
• Phase 2: Fully develop quality measures and submit to CMS

SITC Quality Initiative -Background



SITC’s Quality Efforts to Date

• 2019 Quality Expert Summit
• Panel of clinicians, IO experts, and quality experts designed to identify the current 

gaps in IO quality of care, and draft quality measure concepts for potential 
development 

• Results published in the Journal for ImmunoTherapy of Cancer (JITC) “Defining current 
gaps in quality measures for cancer immunotherapy: consensus report from the 
Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC) 2019 Quality Summit”

• https://jitc.bmj.com/content/8/1/e000112 

• Quality Measure Development 
• SITC formed a Technical Expert Panel (TEP) to fully develop and test two IO-specific 

quality measures

• SITC contracted a measure development team from ASCO to assist in the technical 
development of the measure

https://jitc.bmj.com/content/8/1/e000112


SITC’s Quality Measures

• Appropriate Intervention of Immune-Related Diarrhea and/or Colitis in 
Patients Treated with Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors (QI 490)

• Intended to improve timely and appropriate treatment for IO patients 
experiencing grade 3 diarrhea and colitis leading to improved outcomes 

• Accepted into CMS Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) program 
(Nov 2022)

• Recently included into CMS Oncology MVP 

• Positive PD-L1 Biomarker Expression Test Result Prior to First-Line 
Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor Therapy (MUC2023-141)

• Intended to ensure biomarker testing is taking place prior to first line 
treatment within appropriate indications 

• Accepted onto Measures Under Consideration (MUC) list (2023-24)



Identify:
Identify gaps in quality of care for 

Immunotherapy and propose quality 
measure concepts

Develop:
Develop quality measures based on 

identified concepts of need

Disseminate:
Ensure uptake by widely distributing 

quality measures and concepts 
across the field

Validate & Benchmark:
Collecting data on quality measure 

utilization to establish national 
benchmarks for IO quality of care

SITC’s Quality Cycle



• Stewardship of SITC’s current quality measures
• Integration of current quality measures into national accreditation programs
• Exploration of national benchmarking projects related to current quality 

measures including data collection and validation 
• Ex: Optimal time to treatment with steroids using the previously described colitis measure 

• Further integration of measures into other educational programing
• Upkeep of current measures in CMS MIPS program 

• Continued quality measure development
• Hold second quality measure concept panel in 2023/2024
• Development of new IO-specific quality measures 
• Submission of developed quality measures to CMS

SITC Quality Initiative – Future Directions and Potential for Collaboration



Questions?



Open Forum



Thank you!
Staff Liaisons:

Melissa Leeb at mleeb@facs.org
Rebecca Medina at rmedina@facs.org

mailto:mleeb@facs.org
mailto:rmedina@facs.org
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