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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
Legislatures remaining in session: California (9/12); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Jersey (12/31); Ohio (12/31); Pennsylvania (12/31); and Wisconsin (12/31).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
ILLINOIS
HB 1141 – Insurance ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk187913876]Introduced by Representative William Hauter (R), HB 1141 requires health insurers cover medically necessary general anesthesia; prohibits denial of payment based on care duration. Governor Jay Pritzker (D) signed the bill into law August 1.

HB 3850 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Hoan Huynh (D), HB 3850 requires the department of professional regulation to incorporate simulation training into the fifty hours of continuing education curriculum per year for medical professionals. Governor Jay Pritzker (D) signed the bill into law August 15.

MAINE
LD 984 – STOP THE BLEED® ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Marianne Moore (R), LD 984 requires state owned buildings with fifty or more employees to have at least one bleeding control kit; allocates funding to purchase kits and receive regular maintenance. Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law July 25.

MASSACHUSETTS
H 4338 – Insurance
Introduced by Representative William Galvin (D), H 4338 prohibits health insurers from reducing payments for evaluations or procedures due to other services, such as minor surgeries, billed on the same day. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Care Financing Committee. 

H 4339 – Prior Authorization/Biomarker
Introduced by Representative Meghan Kilcoyne (D), H 4339 requires health insurers to cover biomarker testing; health insurers must respond to prior authorization requests within 72 hours or 24 hours if the request is urgent; if no response is provided within time requirements the request is automatically approved; requires health insurers to provide a clear process for requesting exemptions to coverage policies. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Care Financing Committee. 

HD 4994 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Vanna Howard (D), HD 4994 requires health insurers to provide coverage for diagnostic breast cancer examinations on terms no less favorable than those for screening mammograms; prohibits health insurers from increasing cost-sharing for either mammograms or diagnostic breast cancer examinations. The bill was filed in the House and is pending introduction. 

HD 5039 – Medicaid/Trauma Funding
Introduced by Representative Maura Healey (D), HD 5039 allocates $2.046 billion gross ($539.7 million net) to the state Medicaid program; allocates $1.9 million to the center on child wellbeing and trauma. The bill was filed in the House and is pending introduction.

S 2543 – Criminalization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Rebecca Rausch (D), S 2543 prohibits the disclosure of health information related to reproductive and gender-affirming care in the context of out-of-state and federal investigations; shields healthcare providers from legal liability or disciplinary actions based on actions lawful in the state. Governor Maura Healey (D) signed the bill into law August 7.

S 2572 – Criminalization 
Introduced by Senator Cindy Friedman (D), S 2572 prohibits disciplinary actions against health care providers for providing or assisting in reproductive or gender-affirming care lawful in the state; prohibits law enforcement from cooperating with or providing information to out-of-state or federal agencies regarding legally protected health care activities. The bill was filed in the Senate and is pending introduction. 

MICHIGAN
HB 4779 – Surgical Smoke
Introduced by Representative Pauline Wendzel (R), HB 4779 requires health facilities to implement surgical smoke evacuation systems during procedures involving heat-producing equipment. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Policy Committee.

NEW JERSEY
A 5809 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers ENACTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Carol Murphy (D), A 5809 lowers the assessment rate on ambulatory care facilities from 2.95 percent to 2.5 percent of gross receipts; surgical practices previously exempt from the assessment will be required to pay beginning in 2026. Governor Phil Murphy (D) signed the bill into law June 30. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
HB 712 – Criminalization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Lisa Mazur (R), HB 712 restricts breast surgeries for minors to only treat malignancy, injury, infection, or malformation and to reconstruct the breasts after such procedures; expands prohibitions on gender-related surgeries for those under 18; investigations will be posted on the department of health website. Governor Kelly Ayotte (R) signed the bill into law August 11.

NEW YORK
A 9012 – Corporate Practice of Medicine
Introduced by Assemblymember Anna Kelles (D), A 9012 prohibits non-physician entities from controlling professional medical corporations; licensed physicians must hold majority ownership and governance; protects medical professionals from retaliation for reporting legal or regulatory violations. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Corporations, Authorities, and Commissions Committee.

OREGON
SB 476 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Kayse Jama (D), SB 476 requires licensing boards to issue limited licenses to qualified international physicians; requires the holder of a provisional license to practice under the supervision of a licensed physician for four years prior to applying for full licensure. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law July 31. 

SB 5530 – Trauma Funding ENACTED
Introduced by the Joint Ways and Means Committee, SB 5530 allocates $331,824 to the trauma and emergency medical services programs. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law August 7.

SOUTH CAROLINA
HB 4025 – Trauma System Funding
Introduced by the Ways and Means Committee, HB 4025 allocates $2,268,885 to the trauma care fund to increase reimbursement rates for trauma hospitals and specialists; requires the trauma council to guide the methodology for fund disbursement. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Ways and Means Committee.

WISCONSIN
AB 257 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Tony Kurtz (R), AB 257 changes “certified advanced practice nurse prescribers” to “licensed advanced practice registered nurses”; allows advanced practice registered nurses to practice independently after completing 3,840 hours of advanced practice nursing in collaboration with a physician. Governor Tony Evers (D) signed the bill into law August 11. 
