


'l'H~ TELEGRAM, Toronto,' 
Sat., Sept. 27, 1g5s IS 

The Teltcra.'s 
IIYilwof Boob 
Collducted by 

L. M. · McKIChait 

Years of LIVING 
HA\'E just read about ninety years of living which is a triumphant affirmation 
t~t 1U baa purpose; that humans can be guided by reason and conscience· 

t~t lrllb·mlndedness _is not impossible to men. ' 
The simple fads o( this life which has spanned all but one year of Can­

ada's history since our Dominion was born, ares t down in the memotrs of Dr. the 
on. Herbert A. Brucet brilliant urgeon, distinguished lieutenant governor of 

thia province, vigorous member of Parliament and altogether a most useful 
dtb n. ' ' 

His book which he 
lis VARIED OPERA· 
ONS (despite the ob­

vious play on words, an 
ffectlvely des c rip tlve 

title) is pu~llshed today 
bY Longmans, Green and 
C""o. ($8.00) on the eve of 
the author's 90th birth· 
day. 

The Telegram has made 
arraqement with Dr. Btuce 

d hi ~Ublishers, to publish 
aeh dQ nut week a ub· 
&antlal e erpt from the 

•olrs. Readen wJll be 
le, therefore, to dlseo~er 

t th mHlvu the eompelliDI 
force of Dr. Brueet• book. 

uuot forb •r 
tlaulatm for 

Ia 110t oDly 11 Jatel 
e\'eatJ wkleh 

lfaltlriJtllu aoqh Ia 
lv , h eh hears 

th• ltamt of araeter and 
pe r the qual o whleh 

teldom loUDd Ita this 
Gr) • 

It l flot 'IS a work of 
artistic literature that this 
book ..baa impact. Ita prose 
style, •xplicit as a surgeon's 
instruetlonat bears· an under­
atandable rei8!P,blance to the 
Canacllan Mec:Ueal Journal­
without the biJ, myatifyinc 
words. No attempt is made to 
inject drama or buU'Ii human 
illtere~t by the aophisticited 
technique• of the professional 
writer. 

11da record of a buay Ule 
111111 ita valldity aa a human 
document (and ita power to 
enga1e the reader) through 
ita aplendldly unconscious 
Jmpllclty. 

Dcrtal11 of the controversies 
btto which a riJidly uncom­
ptomtaiDI aenae of duty fre· 
quenUy projected him, are 
pre anted wi·th eool detach-

n~ The arguments of his 
eritles in these situations are 
reported with almost judicial 
impartiality. 

Hi• Ia the quiet tol•ra.nce 
of a matt wllo looks back over 
Do ears and would change 
nothing if he had those years 
to live over agattl. 

Once he was convinced of 
the proper course to follow in 
any aet of circumstances, Dr. 
Bruc waa serenely conflden t 
he waa .rlaht. Usually the 
avent proved him right but 
his a aurance often aggravat­
ed erltic ao that they in­
temp rately accused him of 

DR. RBERT A. BRUCE 
He would not change any of his 90 years. 

being pompous, vain or 
aelfish. 

I shall never forget the 
dJgnity and quiet grandeur 
with which Dr. Bruce walked 
at an even pace through a 
hostile crowd jammirlg the 
corridor ()f the Ontario Legis­
lature building after he had 
denounced a proposal to give 
drugless practitioners t h e 
title "doctor." He said he 
wanted only to protect the 
public a~ainst "quackery" but 
the crowd was unable to 
credit this man with altruistic 
concern for their welfare. 
They could see him only as a 
selfish physician fighting to 
preserve the medical profes­
sion's ''monopoly.'' 

'l'hey jostled h1m, jeered 
him, shouted threats and 
curses. He remained undis­
turbed. When the police had 
secured the names of those 
they thought led the dtmon· 
stration, Dr. Brm: refu ed to 
sign the complaints without 

which there could be no 
prosecution. More than that, 
he insisted that the Attorney 
General, who wanted to take 
action, should simply an· 
nounce there was insufficient 
evidence. 
Lesser men found it hard 
to concede a Jllan capable of 
impersonal high-mindedness. 
Those who know Dr. Bruce 
-and those who read this 
book-will recognize that he 
could say, along with another 
famed physician, Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes: "I am ·too 
much in earnest for either 
humility or vanity." 

Do I seem to suggest that 
I am discussinl the memoi~s 
of a saint? 

Hardly that; but I do sug. 
gest that to Dr. Uerbert 
Bruce the rules for happiness 
and the law of duty all seem 
to be one and f e same. 

R e a d VARIED OPERA· 
TIONS. You'll see. 

-L. M. McK • . 
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Dr. Herbert Bruce's 
By W. A. DEACON 

V arled 0 p e r a t i o n 1: An 
Autobiography. By Hon. Her­
bert A. Bruce; Longmans, 366 
pages, illustrated, $6. 

T
OMORROW the man 

older Torontonians can 
only think of as Dr. 

Bruce will reach his 90th 
birthday, being a year young· 
er than the Dominion of Can­
ada. Yesterday he published 
his autobiography under title 
of Varied Operations. I have 
no more doubt of the popular­
ity of this lively book than I 
have about its merits. It is 
beautifully organized, com· 
posed in an easy style and 
replete with matters of in· 
herent interest. He is no tyro 
·in the use of words for he 
has published three previous 
volumes - Politics and the 
CAMC <1919), Our Heritage 
(1934) and Friendship the 
Key to Peace (1937). 

To mark the birthday, this 
paper publishes today in the 
magazine section a condensed 
story of his life, which alludes 
to m;my of the highlights of 
his several careers. This no· 
tice is to direct the attention 
of readers to that article. But 
the life was so rich and varied 
as to warrant supplementary 
statement here concerning 
the last Lieutenant-Governor 
of Ontario who lived at Chor­
ley Park. The eminence of 
his circle of friends is utterly 
beyond the bounds of any 
newspaper article, but makes 
Varied Operations of con­
tinuing interest far into the 
future. 

Best when Professor ·McLeod 
was accepting credit for the 
discovery of insulin. 

Humor of anecdote gives 
the reader many a laugh. Dr. 
Bruce is old enough to have 
known Sir Joseph Lister and 
also to have seen early efforts 
to apply Lister's ideas to· the 
operating room. As a senior 
student, the author saw an 
operation performed by Dr. 
W. T. Aikins, Professor of 
Surgery at the Medical School 
ln Toronto. It began at 9:30 
a.m. and continued till 1 p.m. 
when t h e anesthetist was 
left to keep the patient un· 
conscious while the surgeon 
and his two assistants took' 
an hour off for lunch. The 
operation was successfully 
completed at 4 p.m. Certain 
methods of antisepsis were 
observed but "whenever Dr. 
Aikins wanted to park his 
knife, he put it between his 
teeth." 
. Years later, Dr. Bruce saw 
a cancer operation in Vienna. 
"The Listerian emphasis was 
recognized by the surgeon 
and his assistants, all of whom 
wore high rubber boots and 
the floor' was beihg constantly 
w a s h e d with buckets of 
water." 

A very fine old Toronto 
physician, Dr. Robert J. 
Dwyer, reported that a patient 
had died and instrwcted the 
young house surgeon to take 
usual steps. But the dead man 
came to life and sat up. "Lie 
down-you're dead," said the 
house surgeon. "Indeed I'm 
not," replied the patient. 
"Yes you are, Dr. Dwyer said 
you were and he knows better 
than you." Young Bruce, who was to 

become the great surgeon, 
began the study of medicine •r---~--~-----
in 1888 and graduated bril-
liantly from the University of 
Toronto in 1892. In England 
he became a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in 
1896, and later founded Wel· 
lesley Hospital. 

0 NE FACTOR that makes 
Varied Operations stimulaHng 
reading is the succession of 
controversies that this highly 
articulate man involved him, 
self in. In 1915 he was with 
the Canadian Medical Corps 
overseas; at the war's end 
Colonel Bruce wrote his Re· 
port which set off fireworks. 
Later there were disputes 
over the wisdom of the Pro· 
vincial Government's appoint­
ing professors in the medical 
faculty of Toronto University, 
as well as staff appointments 
at Toronto General Hospital 
being under the control of the 
University. And so it went on 
all sorts of matters. 

But Dr. Bruce was never 
small nor carping in such 
arguments. One of his finest 
acts in the interests of justice 
was to come to the aid of 
young Doctors Banting and 

-~~----' 
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Dr. Bruce 

would drop out! To this I 
replied that although I was 
not inclined to consider do­
ing wh1t he was asking, I 
would think the matter over 
in the next few days and 
give him my answer." 

DR. BRUCE took the week­
end to think it over; then 

he wrote to Hepburn, express­
ing his unwillingness to act 
"in the role you suggest". He 
went on to say that the i m­
portant object both were 
concerned with -the more 
vigorous prosecution of the 
war- would not be aided by 
acceptance of the invitation. 

It was for the purpose of 
helping the war effort, and 
in the hope of seeing a na­
tional wartime government 
formed in Ottawa, that Dr. 
Bruce consented in 1940 to 
stand for Parliament. He had 
never been a candidate for 
office before. And so, at 
71, when most men have re­
tired or are contemplating 
retirement, Dr. Bruce began 
a new career as member for 
Parkdale. an area where 
many or his old patients 
lived. Among those who did 
not know him well, or at all, 
there was considerable head­
shaking at the thought of this 
frail-looking surgeon's enter­
ing the rough and tumble of 
party politics. It was one of 
the dark war years and Can­
ada's wartime policies (Mac­
l·enzie King's "Conscription 
if necessary, but not neces­
sarily conscription.") were 
coming under heavy Con­
servative fire. Into this at­
mosphere of bitterness and 
tension went the freshman 
MP, a Tory lamb ripe for the 
Grit slaugh.ter. 

THAT WAS THE way the 
script read, but it wasn't 

played that way. The lamb 
turned out to be a sharp­
clawed lion who did quite an 
effective job of mauling the 
Liberal policymakers over 
conscription and other issues. 
'His maiden speech in the 
House dispelled any notion 
that here was another back­
bencher with nothing much 
to say. He quickly demon­
strated that he was nobody's 
soft touch by delivering a 
fighting speech in which he 
told Mackenzie King that 
Canada and the war effort 
would do better if he were 
to retire. 

"Mr. King was very angry 
and, I think, never forgave 
me," Dr. Bruce writes. 

The 90th anniversary finds 
Dr. Bruce an excellent ad­
vertisement for his convic-

Mr. 1/yman is a Globe Magazine 
staff writer. 
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tion that work never kills 
anyone, but worry may-and 
does. He likes to keep oc­
cupied, to read books and 
newspapers and periodicals 
so as to keep abreast of 
national and international 
affairs. He still attends meet­
ings of the governors of the 
University of Toronto, and 
business sessions of com­
panies of which he is a 
director. And he is a bridge 
player who can hold his own 
with better-than-average per­
formers. The years have 
spared him the sort of retro­
gression that so often strips 
old age of dignity. A blunt 
friend once described him as 
a sort of skinny fellow who 
looked as though a good 
wind would blow him away. 

Half a century later, he 
looks just about the s~me; 
the figure still lean, the fea­
tures still finely chiselled, 
and the hair still pure white, 
though there is less of it. 

WHEN Dr. Bruce entered 
Parliament, a n o t h e r 

freshman MP was John Dief­
enbaker. He and Dr. Bruce 
shared an office, and there 
developed between them 
warm friendship and mutual 
respect. Prime Minister Dief­
enbaker, in a preface to 
Varied Operations, salutes 
his wartime colleague in 
these words: "Herbert Bruce 
was a born controversialist, 
yet he has remained through 
all controversies a thoroughly 
warm personality .... If we 
ask ourselves how he man­
aged to find so much sun­
shine among so many storms, 
I think we will find the 
answer in the apparently 
irrelevant fact that he was a 
gre"t surgeon. He had the 
courage to cut deeply when 
he thought it necessary, but 
he also had the healing touch 
of the great physician, the 
skill and the understanding 
to leave little scar tissue." 

The conscription issue was 
the all-important one in the 
war days. Dr. Bruce, old 
enough to be the father of 
many of his colleagues, shoul­
dered the burden of an 
Opposition member with 
amazing vigor. He was th-ere 
to do what he could to help 
galvanize what he felt was 
a sagging war effort, and to 
that end he spoke boldly and 
to considerable effect. 

HE was a Conservative, but 
first he was a Canadian 

citizen with an independence 
of mind that brought him 
sometimes into disagreement 
with his own party. More than 
once he enunciated views 
that were his and not the 
party's. The Bruce vote was 
the only one recorded against 
what he calls in his book "the 
baby bonus bill". He describ­
ed it as "essentially not a 
social welfare measure but a 
bribe to Quebec". He told 
the Commons that it was no 

Dr. Bruce, as lieutenant-governor, with Mrs. Bruce and Premier Mitchell Hepburn 

usc g1vmg bonuses to chil­
dren before they were provid­
ed with good housing, which 
he viewed as basic to sound 
and healthful living. 

"Reading this speech again, 
I believe that time has al­
ready justified the position I 
took on July 24, 1944, and 
will justify it even more,'' 
the doctor says in a chapter 
devoted to highlights of his 
political career. "Cash doles 
are no substitute for con­
structive policies, and only 
tend to create more and more 
inflation." 

In his foreword, Prime 
Minister Diefenbaker wrote 
that when Dr. Bruce was 
most incisive it was on behalf 
of others rather than for 
himself. This tribute wraps 
up neatly and in few words 
the parts of the extraordinary 
Bruce career. When it was 
suggested to the doctor in an 
interview at his Douglas 
Drive home that he seemed 
to revel in controversy dur-

ing his active public life, he 
retorted: "I would not call 
having the courage to hold 
fast to one's principles and 
convictions a readiness to 
fight. In the various issues in 
which I have taken part it 
was never with a view to 
getting into a controversy, 
but in order to promote what 
I considered best for the 
public good." 

IN promoting what he con­
sidered "best for the public 

good", Dr. Bruce spoke his 
mind without thought of con­
sequences. His vigorous ad­
vocacy of sterilization of the 
mentally unfit brought him 
into conflict with some reli­
gious groups. Twenty years 
ago he came close to being 
mobbed by irate supporters 
of a Legislature bill th:at 
would have given osteopaths 
the right to use the prefix 
boctor. He opposed it. One 
of his admirers said the 
words once applied to a 

British statesman could well 
be applied to Dr. Bruce; he 
possessed "the guardian of 
all the virtues-courage". 

Today the doctor is a man 
of serene mind who has gone 
over his life's work and 
found it good. Though nearly 
all his contemporaries are 
gone, there is no loneliness 
besetting him. He remains a 
participant. "I enjoy life," he 
says, and those three words 
reveal something of his phil­
osophy. His book took him a 
year to write, and he revelled 
in the research, the gathering 
of material and the setting 
down on paper of the story 
of his career. 

"It was my wife who per­
suaded me to write my story, 
such as it is," he said the 
other day. "I w~s greatly 
helped by the records in 
diaries she kept." 

The Bruce family came to 
Canada in 1837 from North­
ern Ireland. His father was · 
six months old at the time, 

The Globe Magazine, September 27, 1958 



The holder of many honors {at the left, Sir William Mulock) . He was an early advocate of slum clearance, and conducted a housing survey 

and was one of five boys. Dr. kerosene lamp. Frequently 
Bruce's ancestors came ori- he used the acetylene head-
ginally from Scotland. "A lights of his car for the pur­
few generations in Northern pose. 
Ireland didn't change their Varied Operations deals at 
characteristics," he observed. considerable length with his 

In the First World War, tenure of office as lieutenant-
as a member of the Canadian governor. He was the last 
Army Medical Corps, he col- lieutenant-governor to occupy 
Jided with entrenched author- Chorley Park, Ontario's Gov-
ity when he spoke his mind ernment House. No sooner 
on what he felt were serious had he and Mrs. Bruce left 
shortcomings in the army the house than Premier Rep-
medical ~crviccs. burn made good his threat 

to close it, on the grounds 

HERBERT BRUCE was born that it was a needless ex­
in Blackstone on Sept. 28, • pense. 

1868. He began life on a farm In 1931, Dr. Bruce had 
and at an early age con- declined an offer of the 
ceived of becoming a doctor. lieutenant- governorship, his 
An inkling of how brilliant explanation being that he 
his medical career was to be had just returned from 
was given when he graduated abroad and his practice and 
from the University of To- \.Vellcsley Hospitll required 
ronto medical school with all his time. But in 1932 he 
gold and silver medals. He accepted, when an emissary 
did postgraduate work in from the prime minister, 
London, Vienna, Paris and R. B. Bennett. asked him to 
Berlin. When he returned to accept the post. 
C.mada, he was a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Sur­
geons. 

When Dr. Bruce started his 
practice in Toronto in the 
middle of the 1890s, he 
made his rounds on a bi­
cycle. Later he bought a 
horse and buggy. In 1908 he 
invested in a car-he was the 
first Toronto doctor to own 
one. Rapid growth of his 
practice led him to acquire 
property on Welle~lcy Street 
for a private hospital. which 
he named after the street on 
which it stood. It was opened 
in 1911. Today, greatly ex­
panded, it is part of Toronto 
General Hospital. 

Dr. Bruce performed thou­
sands of operations in his 
career. Some of the early 
surg •ry was done in farm­
houses, where Uw illumina­
tion was provided by a 

The Globe Magazine, September 27, 

THE autobiography ranges 
over his 35 years as a prac­

ticing surgeon, his six years 
as an MP, and his efforts to 
create a favorable climate of 
opinion for birth control, 
slum clearance and steriliza­
tion of the mentally unfit. 
He feels thnt his views have 
been tested by time and have 
not been found wanting. 

"Let me make it clear that 
I am not against the poor 
having children. but I am 
sure that they woutd, in many 
cases. not have these over­
large families if they knew 
of some safe method of birth 
control," Dr. Bruce said in a 
pre-birthday interview. "How­
rver, the moral question is 
one thing; the medical ques­
tion involved is another, and 
that is for the medical pro­
fession and not for the theo-

1958 

logians to decide." On the sub­
ject of sterilization, Dr. Bruce 
was even more blunt. He had 
always advocated sterilization 
of the mentally unfit. 

"It is a known fact that de­
fectives breed and multiply 
two to six times as fast as 
normal persons, and their 
defects are hereditary," Dr. 
Bruce said. 

"Records were kept on one 
Canadian family and it was 
found it had supplied inmates 
for mental hospitals in New 
Westminster, London, Hamil­
ton and Orillia. Ten Mon­
golian idiots appeared in this 
family, and 12 maniacs. 
Surely we are encouraging 
racial suicide by permitting 
degeneracy to increase at its 
present rate. Although sci­
ence and surgery are making 
great advances, no operation 
can ever be devised to alter 
or improve a mindless brain. 
I am aware of the fact that 
my views are contrary to 
those of some religious ue­
liefs. This I regret. But I 
speak as a medical man con­
cerned only with the mental 
health of our people." 

"Much more work is neces­
sary in the problem of men­
tal health.'' Dr. Bruce said. 
"It is in this region that one 
hopes more important pro­
gress will be made. I doubt 
whether the lifespan will be 
greatly increased during the 
next 50 years. One important 
reason for the fact that we 
eem to live longer today 

thnn people did 50 or 100 
years ago is the reduction of 
infant mortality. 

·'I am inclined to believe," 
he continued. ''th3t perhaps 
the g r e a t e s t immediate 
strides in any further in­
crease in the lifespan ·will be 
in preventive medicine, in 
educating people how to live 

properly rather than in try­
ing to mend the damage 
caused by those who have 
lived otherwise. Let us hope 
that we may yet see the day 
when the money saved by 
international reduction of 
armaments will be used to 
provide more for human 
welfare." 

THE doctor smiled when it 
was said that the 90 years 

did not seem to be pressing 
too heavily on him. He looked 
at his wife and remarked: "I 
owe it all to my wife. She 
looks after me." 

In 1918, Dr. Bruce met 
dark-haired Angela Hall, who 
was serving in France with 
the British Red Cross as a 
voluntary aid worker. They 
were married in 1919. The 
wartime courtship was mark­
ed by Dr. Bruce's frequent 
visits to the hospital where 
Miss Hall was stationed. The 
matron was heard to remark 
one day that Col. Bruce's 
great interest in the hospital 
should be encouraged 

"Little did she know,'' says 
author Bruce, "what attracted 
me to the hospital." 

The couple's only child, 
Maxwell. is a Toronto lawyer. 
During the Second World 
\V3r. while serving with the 
Royal Canadhn Artillery in 
England, he developed spinal 
meningitis. Rapid diagnosis 
and treatment by Dr. L. C. 
Dickson, who had just arrived 
from Toronto, saved his son's 
life. Dr. Bruce relates. 

The sequel to the story 
came not long afterward in 
Ott1wa. Dr. Dickson's mother 
called on .Mrs. Bruce and 
told her that when her son 
w1s a young child, he devel­
oped a serious abdominal 
condition. She was advised 
against _an operation because 

the mortality rate was high, 
but she disregarded the ad­
vice and went to Dr. Bruce. 
He operated and the child's 
life was saved. He gre..w up 
to become the doctor who 
saved young Maxwell Bruce's 
life years later. 

"A formula for happiness 
has a different meaning for 
different people," Dr. Bruce 
remarked. "To some it means 
accumulating a fortune, to 
others attaining positions of 
great power. My formula 
must be a purely personal 
one. First, to select for your 
life's work an occupation 
that one enjoys, one that will 
employ your entire interest 
if you are to make it a 
success. However, when I 
did marry I found that per­
fect happiness came in the 
companionship of a wife, 
assuming, of course, that one 
h::1s been fortunate to find 
the right wife, which I did. 

"The formula'! Well, a 
contented home life with a 
continuing enjoym nt in 
work, whatever its character. 
That is my formula." 

HE might have added: "And 
don't worry." To be con­

cerned, yes, but not to burden 
oneself with needless anxiety. 
Throughout his life as a sur­
geon and a public figure, Dr. 
Bruce did what he thought 
was right, and never lost a 
night's sleep. This ability to 
sleep at will served him well 
in his busy years, when a 
16-hour work day was not 
unusual. 

"One of the compensations 
of being old," Dr. Bruce said, 
"is that one has .a chance of re­
evalu.ation. I have no regrets 
for any part of my life. If I 
had to live it over again, I 
wouldn't change any of it." e 
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Labatt's Ezy-Carry Paks 
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LABATT'S NEW HANDY 'SIX PAK 
The slimmest package possible for carrying 6 
pints- all in a row- of your favorite Labatt's. 
It tuck under your arm like a briefcase- you'll 
hardly know it's there. Slim and trim in appear­
ance- ea y to carry, easy to store. 

• easter tot 

~J. 
CRYSTAL 
lAGER BEER 

LABATT'S NEW HANDY DOZ PAK 
Here, for the first time is a locked-in handle that 
stays locked in whether your dozen case of 
Labatt's is opened or closed. Makes it easy to 
return empties, too. There's no danger of the 
handle pulling out. 

home! 

LABATT'S NEW HANDY DEUCE PAK 
Here's the only easy way to carry 24 pints with 
comfort. 'Twin-Grip' handholds are built right 
into the end of your La batt's case for easy carry­
ing. And the handholds are reinforced so even an 
extra case can be carried on top. 

Take home your favorite brand of 

Laba-1--1-S EZY-CA Y 
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Company 
SOCIAL SECURITY DEPARTMENT 

Inter-Office Correspondence 

Date 

File: CSE-B-4 

_________ }g __ 

S. S. No. __________ _ 

Jdvise on items checked below, or furnish missing reports to complete our file. 

'mployee 
ber 
1 or Occupation 
ion 
rtion 

ion 
Jn 

·mount 
· Payable 
nployment 
ob offered 

D Employee's Appeal 
D Appeal withdrawal 
D Date he returned to work 
D Present Classification or occupation 
D Is he working elsewhere 
D Working for 
D Is he in exempt employment 
D Is he in sell employment 
D Is he reporting to local deputy weekly 
D Is he drawing U. I. benefits 
D Is he drawing W. A. C. benefits 
D Is he drawing other benefits 
D Present status of case 
D Other items:-

Very truly yours, 



Offices of The 

Psych iotrisr- in - Chief 

THE INSTITUTE OF LIVING 
THE NEURO-PSYCHIATRIC IN STITUTE 

OF THE HARTFORD RETREAT FOUNDED 1822 

200 RETREAT AVENUE 

HARTF'ORO 2 , CONNECTICUT 

610 Pork Avenue , New York 21, New York 

Coble address : lnsrliving Hortfordconn, USA 

November 28, 1952 

My dear Miss Grimm: 

It was certainly grand to get 
a note from you from Spain and I enjoyed 
the trip vicariously from the picture. It 
is fine to know that you are travelling 
about and that all is apparently going well 
with you. 

This brings my best wishes 
for your health and my thanks for the 
thought which prompted you to send me 
a card. 

Sincerely, 
~ ;;A/7 

\~- 11 ~A-
Francis J. Braceland, M.D. 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
Route 1, Box 67 
Burlington, Wisconsin 





DAVID SCl.~LL 
Photographer 

2607 BOARD-;! ALK 
ATLA ITIC C~TY, N. J­

.Duplicates c be had 

Neg. No· . ............... ,. ........................... ......... 



THE MEDICAL. COLLEGE OF ALABAMA 

DEPARTMENT OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 

A QIVI810N OJI' THII 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

BIRMINGHAM 15, ALABAMA 

January 9, 1952 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

I know that you are receiving many tributes from men of 
great importance in medicine from all over the worjt).;_ so , 
that you will hardly notice a little note from me. 

However, I am unwilling to let the occasion of your 
retirement pass by without a note to say hello again, 
and to tell you how much pleasure the all too brief 
contact with you in the work of the College has been. 
My only regret is that we did not have more occasion 
to work together. 

Sinc~ly yours, 

Alston Callahan, M.D. 

AC/jn 



THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF ALABAMA 
A DIYI8 JON OP' THII 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

BIRMINGHAM 15, ALABAMA 

DEPA RTMENT OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
American College of Surgeons 
4o East Erie Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

June 6, 1952 

I enjoyed your letter of March 11th and it certainly 
sounds like you have had a delightful time in Florida. 

I recently returned from South America where I lectured 
· in Sao Paulo, Caracas , Lima and Rio . It was very 
interesting to see what our South American ophthalmologists 
colleagues are doing. 

I read the moving tribute by Dr . Matas in regard to the 
life you have given for the American College of Surgeons 
and enjoyed it very DD.lch . 

If you are ever in Alabama, let us know for we would like 
very much to see you . 

i th best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Alston Ca.l.lahan, M.D . 

P/":; :ss 



GENERAL SURGERY 
• FRANK H. LAHEY, M . D . 

RICHARD B. CATTELL , M . D . 
SAMUEL F . MARSHALL,M . D. 
NEIL W . Swl NTON, M.D. 
HERBERT D . ADAMS, M . D. 
BENTLEY P . COLCOCK, M . D . 
KENNETH W . WARREN, M . D . 
DAVI D P. BOYD, M . D . 
CORN EL l US E . SEDGWICK, M.D. 
NATHAN I EL E . ADAMSON , JR., M.D. 
JOH N W . BRAASCH, 1\A. D . 
ELTON WATKINS , ..JR.,M . D. 

NEUROSURGERY 
GILBERT HORRAX, M . D . 
JAMES L . POPF'EN, M . D. 
EDWIN F. LANG,..JR., M. D . 
CHARLES A . FAGER, M . D . 

THORACI C SURGf:RY 
HERBERT D . ADA M S , M . D . 
DAV ID P . BOY D, M . D . 
ELTO N WATKIN S, JR., M . D . 

ORTH OPEDIC SURGER Y 
G. EDMUND H A GGART, M. D . 
GEORGE HA MM O N D, M . D . 
HOWARD R . CRAW FORD, M . D . 
WIL L ARD E . DOTTER, M . D . 

EAR NOSE AND THROAT 
WALTER B . HOOVER, M . D . 
FRANK D . LA T HROP, M . D . 
KENNETH S . OLIVER,M . D. 
G . DAV I D KING, M . D . 

UROLOGY 
EARL E . EwERT, M . D . 
VERNON S . D I CK, M.D. 
LLOYD D . FL I NT, M.D. 

• DECEASED 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park Street 
Sarasota, Florida 

Dear ~iss Grimm: 

LAHEY CLINIC 
605 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 

BOSTON 151 MASS. 

CONSULTATIONS B Y APPOINTMENT 

KENMORE 6-7030 

ADMINISTRATOR 

JAMES E. F I SH, M . D. 

GASTROENTEROLOGY 
SARA M. JORDAN, M.D. 
EVERETT D . KIEFER, M . D . 
S . ALLEN WILKINSON, M . D. 
FRA "' C I S E . McDONOUGH, M _ D . 

..JOH N R . Ross, M.D. 
M. FRANCES H. S M ITH, M.D. 
ELMER W . HEFFERNON, M . D . 
RUSSEL L S. BOLES, JR., M.D. 
JOHN M. MCGRATI-' , M.D. 
F. WARREN NUGENT, M . D . 
RO!!IER T CROZIER, M . D . 

ANESTHESIOLOGY 
URBAN H. EVERSOLE, M . D . 
MORR I S J . NICHO L SON , M.D. 
ROBERT B . ORR, M.D. 
ALBER T F . GIGOT, M . D . 
JOSEPH P . CREHAN, M . D . 
STEPHEN Y. KL I NGLER, M . D . 

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
LEWIS M . HURXTHAL, M.D. 

FRANK N. ALLAN, M.D. 

ELMER C. BARTELS, M . D. 
CARLTON" R. SOUDERS, M . D . 

JOHN W . NORCROSS, M.D. 

FRANK P . FOSTER, M . D . 

JAMES A . EVANS, M . D . 

GEORGE 0 . BELL, M . D. 

DAV I D I. RUTLEDGE,M . D . 
A. SEYMOUR PARKER, .JR., M . D. 

DONAT P . CYR, M.D. 
STEWART H . .JONES, M . D. 

ROSEMARY MURPHY, M . D. 

CARL C . BARTELS, M . D . 

RO!!IERT E . FOLEY, M . D. 
HENRY E.ZELLMANN, M.D. 
L . FERNANDEZ-HERLIHY, M-D. 

EDMUND W. CAMPBELL,M. D. 

ALLERGY AND DERMATOLOGY 
JOHN L . FROMER, M . D . 
HARRIET D . JAMES, M . D . 

NEUROPSYCHIATRY 

JOHN B . DYNES, M . D . 
WALTER I . TUCKER, M . D. 
ROSSER P . ATKINSON , M . D . 

RADIOLOGY 
MAGNUS I. SMEDAL, M . D. 
ESTHER S I LVEUS, M.D. 

F~RDINAND A . SALZMAN, M.D. 
ROBERT E . WISE , M.D. 
DAVID O . JO H NSTON,M. D . 

October 21, 1957 

I v·as very much pleased V'i th your personal letter, 
for I o not elieve there is anyone more faniliar with the situation 
that : led. to the injustice of th~ treatment of Dr. Lahey by The Coll ge. 
There was only one incident that could have been interpreted as an un­
satisfactory relationship and that was when he chose to give a lecture 
for the other body. 

Your work an~ hobby is most interesting. 
aware of your interest and talents in that direction. 

I was not 

We frequently get to Sarasota for a brief visit in the 
winter and if we do so, I will ring you up. 

rs. Cattell would 
desire for a very happy life. 

RBC:LMP 

ish to join me in best wishes and 

;;:;::16k 
Richard B. Cattell, M. D. \_( 
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FRIDAY~ 

Her Last Congress 

Mi Eleanor K. Grinun, ecretary of the 
Board of Regent and editor of publication , 
among other thing , will retire in December 
after 38 year with the American College of 
Surgeon • Above, Mi Grimm pose with an 
old friend, Dr. Henry W. Cave, retiring 

pre ident. 

BER 9~ 1951 









VVE 
-UNION 

This is a full--rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred -character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN 

~~~~==~~==~~~~~-~PRE~SIC~EN~T~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STAN:_~·- 'nlME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME.atpoint of destination 

NB68.8 NL PD=NEWYORK NY ~{ -./ . 

DR MALCOLM T MACEACHERN:~ 

AMERICAN COLLfGE OF SURGEONS 40 EAST ERIE ST CHGO= 

:AM PLEASED BEYOND WORDS THAT YOU WE·RE KIND ENOUGH TO LE:T ME 

KNOW THAT ON WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH MISS· ELEANOR K GRIMM 
- - -

WILL HAVE COMPLETED 35 ·YEARS OF SERVICE WITH TKE AMERICAN 
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS I CONSIDER MISS GRIMM ONE . OF THE ABLEST 

- - ~ 

WOMEN ' OF HER GENERATION. SHE POSSESSES A RARE COMBINATION t 
-

OF HIGH GRADE EFFICIENCY. GRACIOUSMESS, WIT AND A SWEETNESS 
- ,., "'"' - ----

OF CHARACTER THAT IS BEYOND DESCRIPTIOON. MY HEARTIEST 
- - ~ - -..... ·-- - - - - - -

CONGRATULATIONS AND GENUINE AFFECTION FOR THIS CHARMING LADY= 
-

:DR HENRY w· CAVE: 



Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 

HENRY w. CAVE, M.D. 
107 EAST 67~~ STREET 

NEwYoRK 21,N.Y. 

December 13,1949 

The American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago, Ill., 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

I have gone over the proof of the appreciation which I 

wrote of the late Dr. Eugene ?oole, all is in order and I have 

okayed it. 

I thought it was a very successful meeting we had of the 

Board of Regents at the Hot Springs. I think that all will t urn 

out well for the College and for all of us. It is always a joy 

to see you at these meetings and I feel that you are the real 

dynamo of the entire American College of Surgeons. 

With all good wishes and kindest regards, believe me 

HWC/ead 



I 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm, 
Executive Secretary 

HENRY w. CAVE, M.D. 
107 EAST 67 ':~·STREET 

NEWYORK 21,N.Y. 

September 14, 1950 

American College o~ Surgeons, 
40 East Erie Street, 
Chicago, · 
Illinois. 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

Thank you so mueh ror the copy -o£ the letter sent 

to General Johnson. 

I called his office upon my return on Monday morn­

ing and learned he is in London. I wrote him a nice personal 

note about the matter of his having been selected by the Re­

gents to receive an Honorary Fellowship. He is staying at the 

Claridge Hotel in London. 

In regard to the North Carolina College celebration 

I have answered that myself. 

I cannot tel·l you what a great stimulus you are at 

those meetings of the College. Your advice and judgment is 

always so sound and reliable. Besides you are a charming per­

son and I hope you never grow old. 

With heartiest regards, I am 

HWC:PGR 
Sine;:t::~ 

P.s. I am sending those photographs under separate cover. 



Dear Miss Gri:rrmt.: 

HENRY W. CAVE 1 M.D. 

107 EAST 67TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21 1 N.Y. 

October 10, 1951 

This letter that I am writing to you now is one 

that I write in great sorrow, knowing that for sure 

you are going to leave us. It just doesn't seem pos-

sible. You have meant American College of Surgeons 

to me and to many other people who have been a part 

of that organization and who know the organization. 

I do honestly hate to see you go. I do not know 

of any woman whom I have more admiration for than you 

and I hope that there will be times when our paths 

will cross. As you know, my term of office as a Re-

gent expires when you leave, so we leave together. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 4th of Oct-

ober and I am enclosing to you a report on my visit to 

the Royal College of Surgeons of England under 23 Al 

of Agenda for San Francisco meeting. You have men-

tioned that I should have a report for 23B. I hardly 

think it warrants a report, because we do not know 

anything about it yet. I will simply make a few ver-



Miss Eleanor K. Grimm - Page 2. 

bal announcements about the enthusiasm they receive 

from the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons. 

My paper is shaping up nicely and I am sure that 

I will have it in your hands by Monday, October 29th, 

so that it can be published in the December Bulletin 

of the College. 

Again, let me tell you, Miss Grimm, how much we 

will miss you. Everything that you have done has been 

done in a superb manner, so ably and with such charm-

ing grace. 

With sincere good wishes, I am 

AffectionateLy/ yours, 
/ 

/~~ 
HWC/mh 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago, Illinois 



mo.rch B4, 1952 

·cell, ·tl~o Ufo of n 
n~$00 td. th nn t1£0r01.\[;hly. l lwvo 1)oon hm.rir:e 
f*dl ~;·tc.tor in Cl~n1;• Flor:idf".• uhi 1::; jv .. o11 
·~out of C!'lto..:?.t o. Tho '~eat!t.or h s "t1ccn j·nnt .. 
foot , ~. l' om Stttrtrtm\Jod Wit,.a n..,ientl6 6 &ld. 
Al to.Q ... thel.. I aonaid.or 1 t jttst c b-cm .. t 1d (;l. I 
ep:artt .. ,l'lt • in .a ncilt1V b ).!lt lwtu:Je • . oun .... d 'by , oti o 
,i1l:J3ttd .. c1M who l!Vftil Ol'~ t11e aoe nd floor. It ovorloo 
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~~M.uon to tho 1 o.st. I lmvo all oftic1onoy 1 .. 1 tchan, 
MVQ t P~ to · 1 t of oook1-'1B• n \-: ~ then. It 
· ~-H boon 1\u'J. 



Dear Miss Grimm: 

HENRY w. CAVE, M.D. 
107 EAST 67 ':~STREET 

NEwYoRK 21,N.Y. 

March 31 1 1952 

I cantt tell you how overjoyed I am to have word 

from you and to know that you have had such a glorious 

winter there in Florida. I envy you every second of 

it. You are lucky to have found such nice living quar-

ters and I know that you will become expert as .a cook 

in your efficiency kitchen. I hope someday to come 

by and have a meal with you. 

I am elated that you are going to be at the din-

ner for Doctor Allen. This secret dinner is going to 

be given on Monday night, April 14th at the Greenbrier 

Hotel. I have had great fun in getting together some 

pictures of Doctor Allen from the time he was sixteen 

up to the present time. I think they will be fun to 

see. I have had them blown up into lantern slides and 

I hope you will enjoy them. I have had lots of fun 

getting them together. I am so delighted that you are 

coming. It would not seem right without you. We are 



Miss Eleanor K. Grimm - Page 2 . 

inviting the Regents and their wives , Dr . Hawley, Dr . 

Stephenson and Prather Saunders and their wives, if 

they come to the meeting . 

I still don ' t know what the College is going to 

do without you . The most complimentary thing I have 

ever heard about any woman, I have heard about you 

through so many various sources . You were greatly be-

loved, respected and admired and I have an especially 

warm spot in my heart for you . 

With kindest regards , believe me 

HWC/rnh 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Box 907 
Clermont, Florida 

Affectionately yours , 



H EN R Y W. CAV E 
1 

M. D. 

107 EAST 67TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21 , N.Y. 

January 12, 1953 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

Thank you so much for your kindness in sending 

to me that lovely card at Christmastime with your 

Christmas greetings. 

I do wish for you all the happiness in the 

world this winter. I would like to be down there 

with you because we would have fun fishing and swim-

ming. I am getting awfully tired of this city life. 

I want to go back to the farm. 

With all good wishes and affectionate regards, 

believe me 

HWC/mh 
Miss Eleanor Grimm 
1400 Highland Road 
Winter Park, Florida 

As eved(~Cy ~ 



! 
J· 

Dear Doctor Cave, -

Add.ress until hay 24 -

1630 Hyde Park Street 
Sarnsota., };"lorida 

1{83 9 .. 1954 . . 

You and your wonderfultl work on behall of the 
ACS have been much on UV mind durin£ the past few days , for I have 
'been recording tlle relation tQ .I~ h~ ~CS .of colored S'l.l.rgeons, and 
what a drarnatic tale it is. I neK .several 'cop1e~ ot "Th 
Henry Wisdom Cay~ .~eetjmom.al D1.nner, given by The II~:rlem Surgical 
Sooietyn reprinted from the ''llournal of the National J'Iedi co.l 
Association,!tMs,y 1951.. Could yeu have them sent to me, please? 

Also , I expect to rootor :from here to Washington and New Y rk. I 
shall be in N~v }ork from June 2 to 7• at the Hol~ Hotel, o/o 
Mrs. Bettie Lou White Fisher, 33 Washington Squ.Rre, liew York (she 
is the s:i st~r of Goodrich White, Pres!. dent of ~.mory University in 
Atlanta, and she has b ... en a very leng time friend of mine. You 
gave her and rne tickets to "Y-i se J4e Kate" a bout four years ago , 
re .~ember?) . · h~.le I am ~.n New York I hope to have the :pleasure 
of seeing you and securins :fr.'om you an account of what you did 
in the wq ot interviewing the colored sureeons who were eligible 
fer FACS and settill€ them alon.o> the couroo they were to pursue 
1 n takine; Fellowship in th ACS in their stride. etc . I shAll have 
a. wire recorder with met, and it uonldn't take too long for you to 
record the material, w ich can then be transorj,bed ,_n Cliiea.go a.ril 
be ad' ed to the basic 11l8.teri .. l for the history. I knw this i.s 
asking a lot, but your part in that partj cular si t·uation, and in 
m~ o~her important phasea ot ths conduct of the ACS is so im­
_,ertant . that it should be s e-u.red from you a.t first-hand . 

'hill you be good enough to ~1~ve -.ro~ ~ecreta:ey dro:p roe a line at 
your early c nvenience, so that my lans may be "~m,pleted. . It is 
really ~ecorcH 1~ this history which I have lived. .And ! shall 
t e 1 you all about it when I see you. 

Please u~~e my affe4-1onate greetings to J~s. Cave. and believe me 

Al_ays aincer 1y yours , 



Dear Hiss Grimm: 

~EN ~y W. CAVE, M . D. 

10,7 E'AST 67TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N.Y. 

May 25, 1954 

Two hours ago, I disembarked. !'rom the Queen 



H EN R Y W. CAV E , M. 0. 

107 EAST 67TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21 , N.Y. 

September lu, 1~54 

MlSS Eleanor urimm 
Route #1, Box 67 
~url1ngton, Wiscons~n 

Dear M~ss ur.Lrnm: 

Your very n1.ce newsy letter came to 

us yesterday, and 1 hasten to tell you wnat a 

real joy 1.t was to have seen you on your recent 

ViSlt to New York u~ty. 

~ am so glad that you had an oppor-

tun1.ty ol' see.Lng Dr. Maynard . .He 1.s a very 

ao~e ana scholarly Negro surgeon. 

When you come th1.s way, be sure and 

let us know. 

With warmest regards, ~ am, 

Arrecti.onately yours, 

HWC : .c;0K Henry W. Gave, M.v. 



MRS. HENRY "WISDOM CAVE 











DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

1 8 53 WEST POLK STREET 

CHICAGO 1 2, ILLINOIS 

October 12, 1951 

I really did receive a shock when I read your 
letter about your . retirement, because I had not seen the note 
about it in the SepXember Bulletin. You have been such an 
important cog in the machine over there, that I can scarcely 
believe t~at you will not be a permanent part of the College. 
Certainly, we have all looked to you as one of the important 
pillars, who not only knew all details of the College and 
activities, but knew how to advise all of us associated with 
the College. I assure you that all of us will miss you very 
much indeed, and it will be very difficult to find a replace­
ment for you. From Dr. Hawley's note, I realized that no one 
person could take your place, insofar as he was assigning your 
dutie·s to different people. At any rate, I wanted you to know 
that we have appreciated your presence there in the College 
very much, and hope that we will be seeing you from time to 
time after you retire. 

Mrs. Cole joins me in these comments, and is 
very sorry indeed that she will not be seeing you at the meeting 
in San Francisco. However, I will give her your message of 
yesterday and maybe she will change her mind. 

Thanks for your note giving me the information 
about my part in the Annual Meeting. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm, Secretary 
Board of Regents 
The American ~ollege of Surgeons 
~0 E. Erie Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Yours sincerely, 

~/f/U 
Warren E. Cole, M. D. 
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