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Curriculum Vitae 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, July 24, 189~. 
Attended private schools through Grammar and High School. 

ll/27/71 

3-ye~ course in Business Administrationt Lewis Institute of Chicago 
(now Illinois Institute of Technology1. 

Joined the staff of the American College of Surgeons on September 8, 
1913, as Secretary to Dr. Franklin H. Martin, Founder of the College, 
and then Secretary-General. 

Secretary to Dr. John G. Bowman, who became the full-time paid Director 
of the College -- February 6, 1915 to April 1~ 1917. 

Secretary to Dr. Martin and Recording Secretary of the Medical Section, 
Council of National Defense, Washi~ton, D.c., April 1, 1917 to April 
1, 1919 (on leave from the ACS). (Dr. Martin was one of seven members 
of the Council of National Defense during WW I, appointed by President 
Wilson. Dr. Mar tin was Chairman of the U. ~. General :Medical. Board 
and Chief of the Medical Section, Council of National Defense.) 

Returned to the ACS as Secretary to Dr. Martin, April 1, 1919; to March 
7, 1935 when Dr. Martin died. 

Secretary to the Board of Regents and its Executive Committee, appointed 
by the Board of Regents -- March 12, 1935 to December 31, 1951. 

Administrative Executive of the College, appointed by the Board of Regents 
March 18, 1946 to December 31, 1951. 

Editor of Publications ACS June 1935 to December 1951. 
Conducted all correspondence ooncerning the Scientific Programs of the 

Clinical Congress from 191~ to 1942. 
Organized plans for the Surgical Forum and conducted all correspondence 

related there·to f.r.OJI 1940 to 1948. 
Organized the Medical Motion Picture program and supervised all phases 

of the program, including review with committees of all films re­
ceived at the ACS, 1930 to 1948. 

Initiated work in connection with organizing Sectional Meetings in 1920, 
and conducted all corrr&spondence with Committees on Arrangements, 
Program and Clinic participants, and prepared t ne programs to 1935. 
From 1935 to 1946 handled many details of the program and attended 
many of the Sectional Meetings. 

In 1942 presented to the Regents plans for War Sessions throughout the 
u.s. and Canada in WW IIo These were held to the number of 20 to 25 
each year, 1942-1945 inclusive; Conducted all correspondence related 

to the programs for the War Sessions, and attended all of them. 
Throughout the years attended many Credentials Committee meetings yearly. 

Secretary to the Administrative Board, 1935-1951, and of the Central 
Credentials Committee la35-1946. Member of the Central Credentials 
Committee to December 1951. 

Throughout the years from 1919 to 1951 handled correspondence with the 
Board of Regents, Board of Governors, and Committees of the College. 

Retired December 31, 1951. 

At the request of the Regents, and especially their Chairman, Dr. Evarts 
A. Graham, from 1952-1955 prepared a complete, factual history of the 
Surgical Publishing Company, the Clinical Congress, and the ACS cover­
ing years 1905 to 1955. This history consists of 27 typewritten volumes. 

Edited for Dr. Martin "South America from a Surgeon's Point of View" 1922, 
1927. Trips for ACS to South America in 1921 and 1923. 

Edited "The Joy of Living, an Autobiography FHM 11 1933. 
Edited ,.Fifty Ye~s of Mead. cine and Surgery FHM" 1933. 
Edited "Digest of Proceedings, Council of National Defense During WW I,FHM:" 

published by u.s. Government Printing Office 1934. 
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Miss Eleanor Grimm, 
College of Surgeons, 
40 E. Erie Street , 
Chicago , Ill . 

Dear Hiss Grim: 

DR. IRVIN ABELL 
LOUISVILLE , KY.. 

1~ay 9 1940 

I was pleased to have your letter and to learn that the 
proposed visit to the hospital has been cancelled . V~bile such are of untold value 
in conservation of health, the"r are at the best unpleasant experiences and I 
trust that you may be spared it •. 

I regretted to learn of Dr . ~ichard Smith's death, who 
has for years been an active and interested member of the College . 

With many regards 

Sincere~ a/Leu , 
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Miss Eleanor Grimm, 
Passavant_Hospital, 
Chicago, ~11. 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

DR.IRVJN ABELL 
LOU ISVILLE , KY. 

May 31 1946 

I have learned with regret that 
illness has taken you to the hospital. I am writing to 
express the hope that it is but a minor one and that you 
will soon be yourself again. It may be well for you to 
take a vacation and a rest; do as I do, go fishing, which 
makes a wonderful outing, since there is so little physical 
effort connected with it. 

With many regards and best 
wishes, l. am 

Sincerely your~ ~ 



~iss Eleanor Grimm 
Kahler Hotel 
Rochester, Minn. 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

DR. IRVIN ABELL 

LOUISVILLE , KY. 

October 28, 1946 

I attended a meeting in ashington last Friday at which 
Dr. MacEachern and General Reynolds were present. Dr . 
MacEachern told me that you were at the clinic under the 
care of Dr. Horton. 

I am writing to express the hope that he has found the 
cause of your trouble and that under his treatment you 
are well on the road to recovery. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you in Cleveland 
I am, with many regards, 

Very sincerely, 



1\mrrican ~nlll'g~ nf ~urg~nns 
FOUNDED BY SURGEONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA ,1913 

4 0 EAST E_R IE STREET 

CHICAGO II, ILLINOIS 

January 3, 1947 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
401 Fullerton Parkw~ 
Chicago, Illinois · 

Dear ~!iss Grimm: 

The Eoard of Regents at the annual meet­
ing held in Cleveland last month asked that there 
be conveyed to you their expression of regret that 
you were unable to be present. They voiced deep 
appreciation of your many years of faithful a.nd 
valued service to the American College of Surgeons 
and the hope that this organization will have the 
benefit of many more years of such service from 
you. 

Warm personal greetings and wiShes for a 
new year of good health and much happiness are sent 
to you by each individual member of the Board. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Irvin Abell, M.D., 
Chainnan, Board of Regents 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO 40 EAST ERIE STREET, CHICAGO II, ILLINOIS 



DR. IRVIN ABELL 

LOUISVILLE , KY. 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm, 

September 6 1948 

Ececutive Secretary, Board of Regents, 
American College of Surgeons, 
#40 E. Erie Street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Miss Grimm: 

Allow me as Chairman of the 
Board of Regents to congratulate you upon having completed 
a term of service with the College which began at its 
birth. Allow me also to express deep appreciation for 
your faithful and efficient contribution to the workings of 
the College J and in which I am sure all members of the 
Board, past and present, heartily join. 

The high regard in which you are 
held by the Board of Regents is shared by the members of 
the staffs of the College and of s. G. 0. Permit me to 
add my felicitations to theirs, and to wish you all the 
happiness you so richly deserve. 

Sincerely, ~ ~ 
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Am~riratt <frnll~g~ nf Surg~tttt5 ~c ~ ~ 
FOUNDED BY SURGEONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA,I913 /,...-

40 EAST ERIE STREET . I 
CHICAGO II,ILLINOIS -----ca.----

Dr. Arthur W. Allen 
266 Beacon Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Allen: 

September 15, 1949 

There is enclosed a typewritten copy of an outline 
for the Memorial Service, Dr. Irvin Abell. The service has 
been scheduled to occupy the period from 3:30 to 4:00 p.m., 
immediately preceding the Annual Meeting of Fellows of the 
College. It is hoped that you will consent to give a brief 
talk concerning Dr. Abell on the occasion of the service in 
accordance with the outline enclosed. Prior to the service 
you will have opportunity to speak with the other participants 
in the program and thereby have knowledge of the remarks they 
propose to make on the occasion. 

It is the desire to send the program to the printer 
at the very earliest possible moment. May I have your reply 
in the enclosed addressed envelope. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Eleanor X:. Gr" 
Secretar,y, Board of Re.gents 
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ARTHUR W. ALLEN , M . D. 

CLAUDE E. WELCH , M . D. 

GORDON DONALDSON , M.D. 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
40 E. Erie Street 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear lviiss Grirmn: 

266 BEACON STREET 

BOSTON 16, MASS. 

December 23, 1946 

You receive the very first message that I am sending after my 
return to Boston. 

To say that we missed you in Cleveland would be putting it too 
mildly. All of us saw too vividly what an important cog in the wheel 
you are. We were distressed that you had developed an acute infection 
on top of the old difficulty. It was a great relief to us all however 
to learn that you really were better from the Meniere~ syndrome and 
there was every prospect of your resuming your regular place on the 
Administrative Board at an early date. 

I think you should know what a 
Wallace, did during your absence. 
throughout the meeting an efficient 
for four years. Everyone spoke of 
a person in reserve. 

superb job your assistant, miss 
In her quiet manner, she maintained 
lubrication of the machinery idle 
how marvelous it was to have such 

I did so appreciate your telegram and realize all too well the 
enormity of my responsibilities. I can think of many men who could 
have done this job better than I. My only hope of doing it reasonably 
well is with the help of you and the other members of the Administra tive 
Board. 

On t11e whole, I believe t~ne Clinical Congress was a great success. 
The program certainly was the best we have ever presented and the 
Fellows attending were very enthusiastic. The formal functions never 
go quite to our satisfaction, althou~ilirs. Allen,who is a good critic, 
felt that the Monday evening affair was quite impressive. Unfortunately, 
due to weather, trains,etc.,etc., sne did not get to the Convocation. 

llirs. Allen joins me in sending our very best wishes and ~e are 
looking forward to pleasant associations during the coming year. 





ARTHUR W. ALLEN, M.D. 

CLAUDE E. WELCH, M . D. 

GORDON DONALDSON, M . D 

W. PHILIP GIDDINGS, M.D. 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

266 BEACON STREET 

BOSTON 16, MASS. 

November 14, 1949 

We were somewhat upset about not having voted 
Dr. MacEachern Director at the last Regents' meeting, so 
I took a mail vote on it and the Regents have authorized 
me to notify him that he is Director of the American 
College of Surgeons. 

Other things are working out very well, of which 
he will tell you, since I have written him in great detail 
at his home address. Incidently, it would be awfully nice 
if I had your home address since some of the things that I 
might want to say to you would be for your eyes only. 

! .have every confidence that we are all going to 
be much happier in the near future and we will get an 
opportunity to discuss all details at the Hot Springs 
meeting. 

Incidently, I have written to Mr. Hofmann and I 
am awfully sorry that we did not make it clear to him that 
Lord Webb-Johnson's speech was to be on Friday night rather 
than Monday night, because I think he could have arranged 
his plans to come Friday instead of Monday if we bad made 
it clear to him. 

With all good wishes I am, 

Si~ 

AWA/d 



AIRMAIL 

Jul7 11, 19SO 

D r r. All a 

Bo7&1 Coll 





ARTHUR W. ALLEN, M.D. 

CLAUDE E.WELCH, M . D . 

GORDON DONALDSON, M.D. 

GRANT V RODKEY, M.D. 

1viiss Eleanor Grimm 

October 31, 1950 

American College of Surgeons 
40 E. Erie Street 
Chicago, · Ill. 

Ny dear Miss Grimm: 

266 BEACON STREET 

BOSTON 16, MASS. 

Now that we have completed another successful Clinical Congress, 
I have had an opportunity to think back over the week in some 
detail. I must confess that I have little fault to find with 
the program, or the cooperation of all participants, and feel 
that it is one of our best records. 

I am sorry that it required so much time and effort on your part 
but it only goes to make me realize all the more my successors 
are going to find things much less easy than I have found thell'l. 
What a satisfaction you must have '\-rhen you look back on the 
accomplishments of the ' College, which, in my opinion, are so 
largely due to you. 

I hope you will schedule the Regents' meeting on November 20 
at 9 A.l'I. insteady of 10, since I 1-rould like to get the afternoon 
train back to Boston, if possible. 

With many thanks for everything, and my very best 1-rishes, I am 
as ever, 

Yours, 

AWA/TV 



. GRAND HOTEL 

! STOCKHOLM 







ARTHUR W . ALLEN, M . D . 

266 BEACON STREET 

BOSTON 16 , MASS. 

October 28, 1957 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park St . 
Sarasota , Florida 

Dear Miss Eleanor: 

One of the sad things aoout my illness is 
that I could not see you in Atlantic City. 
We would have had a great time trying to 
make up our minds whether or not the College 
had gone to pot since you and I ~d left 
it. 

I am pleased to say that I run back at the 
apartllient recuperating after a month 's stay 
in the hosp1tal, and hope to be back in 
the running soon. 

With all good wishes, I am as ever, 

Sine erely yours, 
·' 

()~.__ 
A\~ A/TV Arthur \J" . llen, rf . D. 

/l»i tf. ~ -£ ~ 



Dear Mrs. Allen, -

Doctor HawlEV has sent me wori concerning 
your great loss~ a loss in which many of us share. I shall 
alW83"S count it a great privilege to have served the American 
College of SUrgeons with Doctor Allan. He was a great 
favorite of mine: he rendered a fine service to the CollHe: 
ant he was gt>od. for the orgs.ni zation. I rEillEJ!lber the first 
time I really knew him. It was on the occasion of a 
Clinical Congress in l3o ston in 1928, when he was Chairman of. 
the Cr nmittee on Arrangements. He took Dr .Martin, Dr. Chsrlee 
Ma.Yo and me from the Statler Hotel to the Symphoey Hall for 
the Pre $idential Meeting. Then he served as Vice President 
II the C llege from 1935-1936; as President from 1947-1948; 
and as Chairman o t the Board o t Regents, suoceiing Dr. Abell 
upon his death, from 1949-1951, the year in which both he 
and I retired from our official connection with tae College. 
Vice-chairman Bd. of Reg - 1939 to 1949 
Dr. Irvin Abell was very fond. ot Arthur Allen. In 1939, 
when Dr. Cri1e insisted that he not aeain be elected Chairman 
of the Board of Regents, Dr. Abell was elected to that }X)Si-
tion. He sa.i4 be would accept the Chairmanship only if 
Dr •. Allen oould be elected to serve as Vice-chail'lllBll under 
him. 

I couJLt it a great privilege to have had the lon~time 
association with the Coll§ge: especially since I came to 
the College before its first Convocation in . l913, whm the 
organization was still in the formative stage, anarremaine4 
until 1951, the year I had. selected as the om for :uu retire­
ment. The farewell to me at the San Franc! seo Yacht Club 
was for me a memorable occasion; and one of the nieest re­
collections I have was the testimonial to Doctor Allan at 
~te SUlphur Spri~ in the Spring for 1952. 
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Reindeer Fantasy . . . design contributed by Ruben Freidwall of Sweden to 

UNICEF, the United Nations Children 's Fund. 

Renne fantaisie ... Dessin offert par Ruben Freidwall (Suede) a l'UNICEF, 

Fonds des Nations Unies pour l'Enfance. 

Reno de fantasia ... Obra de Ruben Freidwall, de Suecia. Contribuci6n al 

UNICEF, el Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia. 

Po~R,:u;ecTBeHcKaH ¢aHTa3MJI . .. PMcyHoK Py6eHa <l>peif,:u;Borra (illBe­

D;MJI ) , rro;u;apeHru.rif IDHH:CE<I> - .D:eTCKOMY ¢oH,:u;y Oprarmsan;MM 

06'l>e,:u;~rHeHHLIX Han;nif. 
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