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In Recognition of Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, [Hospital or Center] Urges Patients to Stay Up to Date on Cancer Screenings 
Colorectal cancer is a deadly disease and is increasingly diagnosed in people younger than 50, but it can be prevented and is highly treatable if caught early.

[DATELINE CITY]:  For more than 20 years, hospitals and healthcare advocates around the country have recognized March as National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. While much progress has been made in fighting this deadly disease since Congress first designated the awareness month in 2000, colorectal cancer still kills more than 50,000 people yearly and is increasingly diagnosed in patients younger than 50[footnoteRef:1]. Fortunately, colorectal cancer is often preventable and highly treatable when caught early.  [1:  Data from the American Cancer Society: https://www.cancer.org/cancer/colon-rectal-cancer/about/key-statistics.html
] 


This March, healthcare workers at [hospital or cancer center name], which is accredited by the American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer and National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer, are urging patients to educate themselves about this disease and stay up to date on screening for colorectal cancer. In the United States, colorectal cancer is the third most commonly diagnosed cancer, excluding skin cancers, and the third deadliest. 

Screening for colorectal cancer saves lives, and should begin at age 45 for people at average risk of developing colorectal cancer, according to new guidelines issued by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force[footnoteRef:2]. Unfortunately, the CDC estimates that only about 70% of U.S. adults aged 50 to 75 are up to date on their screening[footnoteRef:3], and much of the population may not be aware of all the screening options available to them. While colonoscopy is probably the most well-known test available, there are also other effective options. Stool-based tests can be performed at home, and other visualization tests less invasive than colonoscopy can be considered under certain circumstances. These tests have their advantages and disadvantages, and different requirements on frequency. There is no ‘one size fits all’ approach. The most important action to take is to get screened. [2:  U.S. Preventive Services Task Force: https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/recommendation/colorectal-cancer-screening
]  [3:  CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/statistics/use-screening-tests-BRFSS.htm
] 


To schedule a colonoscopy or to learn about other screening options available, patients should speak to their primary care physician or call [enter the best phone number for patients]. More information about colorectal cancer can also be found at: www.facs.org/colorectal-cancer-awareness

About [Hospital or center name]

About the American College of Surgeons 
The American College of Surgeons is a scientific and educational organization of surgeons that was founded in 1913 to raise the standards of surgical practice and improve the quality of care for all surgical patients. The College is dedicated to the ethical and competent practice of surgery. Its achievements have significantly influenced the course of scientific surgery in America and have established it as an important advocate for all surgical patients. The College has more than 84,000 members and is the largest organization of surgeons in the world. “FACS” designates a surgeon is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. 

Suggested social media text: Did you know that since 2000, March has been recognized as #ColorectalCancerAwarenessMonth? Learn more about how to prevent this deadly disease: [enter hospital website if available on CRC or www.facs.org/colorectal-cancer-awareness]
