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u .M.MASON, M.D. 
815-822 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 

1023 SOUTH 20TH. STREET 

BIRMINGHAM,ALA. 
5 

October 9, 1951 

W.ss Eleanor K. Grimm 
American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

Dear Miss Grimm:-

Your letter of October 4 and the September Bulletin 
reached me on the same day. It is with the utmost regret 
that I learn of your retirement and that this will be 
your last official Clinical Congress. I trust that you 
will find interesting and enjoyable occupation in your 
leisure hours. I think that I shall suggest to ·the Board 
of Regents that they give you the title 1'lliss American 
College of Surgeons" following the precedent set by the 
public in naming Senator Taft nJlr. Republican." 

I have in .mind a short report on the unveiling of the 
Gorgas bust at the Hall of Fame for Great Americans. If 
I can attend the San Francisco meeting I shall present it 
otherwise I shall mail it to you. There is considerable 
doubt as to my ability to attend the meeting since Jim is 
Chairman of the Section on Surgery of the Southem Medical 
Association which meets in Dallas on the same dates that 
the Clinical Congress meets in San Francisco. It is 
difficult for both of us to be away at the same time; 
however, I am still in hopes that it can be arranged. 

14rs. Mason joins me in kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

j.vU .Jut-7 a. ll. Mason 

JMM:cd 
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SOUND AND mE SNOW-CLAD OLYMPIC M)UNTAINS - - - View from living room of the James B. Mason home, 
1730 South Jackson Avenue, Tacoma, Washington 96465 

. ' 

This has been another eventful year for us, so again we are doing a Christmas letter 
to bring you all up to date""- and Jim has sketched our new vie\vo We hope this is the 
last time we "mess up" your address book for man.y a yearo 

Early last Spring we sold our Evanston house~ so immediately started house hunting here. 
Lady Luck smiled on us~ we found this house, and moved in on May 30-~a week earlier than 
we had planned and on four days 6 notice! That was brutal. Things got mighty .disorganized, 
and we bo th ended up full of aches and pains and incredibly exhausted. Arline vows the next 
time she moves she is going to be so old and daffy someone else will have to move her--down 
to the last handkerchief! 

We love this house. We have about a third acre and 3,000 square feet of space in a ranch 
.type with lower level , plus a two-car ga rage and a greenhouse. At last, the orange and 
le~on trees we brought from Evanston have a suitable home. In gratitude, they are bloom­
ing prolifically and setting so much potential fruit that we have had to thin drastically 
so that a few will mature. 

This is a lush part of the world and we had literally hundreds of flowers. Though we 
moved late in the season , Jim had a garden-~with turnips, turnips, and more turnips~ 
~e also have weeds (you name it and we have it), and bugs, including slugs as big as 
field mice--really and truly. We have been fishing several times and have both caught 
salmon-- quite a thrill. In September we t·ook a short vacation to Victoria for a couple 
of days and then to Quadra Island, just off the northeast coast of Vancouver Island, for 
a few days salmon fishingo The middle of October Jim went on an extended trip of almost 
a monthis duration from West Coast to East Coast, with many stops along the way . The 
m·ssion was to attend the annual meeting of the American Cancer Society and to conduct 
an intern procuring attempt for Tacoma General Hospital. 

Jim grows more attached to this land every day. It is growing on Arline--give her 
another year and she may even become a booster! 

Pe have ac~uired a circle of good friends and at times our social activity is almost 
hectic. We have season tickets to the Symphony and the Little Theatre. Both are ex­
cellent. There is much we want to do both in the house and in the garden. Time goes 
mJch, much too fast! 

And.so we approach the end of another satisfying year. We hope to see some of you 
dur1ng 1965--we wish we could see all of you. 

~~~~~~·~ k/~~. /1-.•• .A. . / . ·-'7 ~0,))~ ,~.._ 
Wu~~k4_~~~~ ~44~~/«~ 
~· ~,& ~~~· JJ~ tdLt. ~ lkd ~A ~.u...J 
PU.~~ci~tLJ-~~ ~f~4wrd.~ 
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Michael Livingood Mason 
1895-1963 

Dr. Michael Livingood Mason, more familiar­
ly and affectionately known to a host of friends and 
patients, medical colleagues at home and abroad, 
and fellow alumni of Northwestern University and 
its Medical School as Mike Mason, died on March 
30, a month before his sixty-eighth birthday, as the 
result of rupture of an abdominal aneurysm. 

Almost four years before, he had suffered a 
serious cerebral accident and for weeks hovered 
between life and death. After a protracted conva­
lescence he was able to return to his home. but 
with a complete paralysis of the right uppe~ ex­
tremity, a marked weakness of the right lower ex­
tremity, and an almost complete aphasia. In spite 
of the constant and devoted care of his wife, Alice, 
and of skilled nurses, his condition remained prac­
tically unchanged, and for months he was confined 
to his home and his wheel chair. Although so seri­
ously incapacitated, he never lost his complete un­
derstanding of all that was going on in the world 
about him. He welcomed his friends with a warm 
smile, delighted in their conversation, and chuckled 
at their raillery and humor. He even regained some 
dexterity in painting with his left hand. Then, in 
a few brief moments on the morning of March 30 
he slipped away. 

It was almost inevitable that Mike should have 
chosen medicine as his profession. His maternal 
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grandfather, Dr. Michael T. Livingood; his father, 
Dr. Francis Mason; his uncle, Dr. James Mason; 
and a maternal uncle, Dr. John Livingood, all 
pursued honorable and successful careers as phy­
sicians and surgeons. 

His first contact with medical practice came 
during World War I when, as a sergeant with Base 
Hospital 12, recruited from faculty and students 
of Northwestern University, he directed the order­
lies in the operating room of the hospital. After 
the war he entered medical school, served an in­
ternship in the Cook County Hospital, and spent 
ten months in postgraduate study of pathology in 
Vienna. On his return from Vienna, he began his 
surgical practice in Chicago as an associate of 
Allen B. Kanavel. Because of Dr. Kanavel's emi­
nence in the surgery of the hand, Mike's interests 
naturally turned in that direction, and his experi­
mental and clinical contributions were largely con­
cerned with surgery of the hand. 

His paper on the "Rate of Healing of Ten­
dons," prepared in collaboration with Dr. Harvey 
S. Allen, his associate of many years and later his 
assistant surgical chief in General Hospital 12, 
probably gave him as much satisfaction as any of 
his many contributions to the surgical literature. 
It was a beautifully written and illustrated report 
of experimental studies carried out over a three­
year period and presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Surgical Association in 1940. In 
discussing it, Dr. Samuel C. Harvey, the distin­
guished Professor of Surgery at the Yale University 
Medical School, said: "I am delighted to have the 
opportunity to discuss this most excellent paper. 
It has the two essential aspects that are necessary, 
I think, to satisfy this audience whatever their in­
terests may be. One is the theoretical aspect of 
wound healing and the other is the practical appli­
cation of it." After discussing some aspects of 
wound healing, he went on to say: "He has laid 
down now, I think, for the first time, with a great 
deal of certainty, the period that immobilization 
should be carried out in tendon healing, which is 
approximately that of two weeks; that a period 
then ensues where the strengthening of the tendon 
will occur more rapidly if there is a limited mobili­
zation, and after a week or so a period when freer 
mobilization and greater strength can be thrown 
upon the tendon, not only without danger but with 
very definite benefit." The postoperative care of 
patients who have undergone surgical treatment 
for tendon injuries today is based upon the experi­
mental work reported in this paper. 

This and many other contributions to surgical 
literature were the result of years of hard work 
devoted to experimental surgery and a constantly 
increasing surgical practice. For many years two 
or three mornings of each week were spent at 
Passavant Memorial Hospital in carrying out dif-



ficult operative procedures involving the recon­
struction of injured hands and the correction of 
the deformities resulting from congenital malform­
ations, severe bums, radiation injuries, or patho­
logical conditions involving the hand. 

These activities, along with his weekly clinic 
and classes for medical students, were suddenly 
interrupted in February, 1942, by a call to serve 
as chief of the surgical service of the Northwestern 
University unit, General Hospital 12. In 1946, he 
was discharged with the rank of Colonel. In 1945, 
he was awarded the Legion of Merit and the Or­
dem N acional Do Cruzeiro Do Sol of Brazil. 

After the war years he again took up his sur­
gical practice, his teaching, and his medical writing. 
Always an indefatigable worker, he never sought 
the limelight, but in the many organizations with 
which he was associated was always at work in the 
background, taking on the arduous tasks which 
others were glad to escape. One of the leaders in 
the reestablishment of the Medical School's Quar­
terly Bulletin, he served as its Editor in 1940-41. 
For six years he was Secretary of the Chicago Sur­
gical Society, and President in 1948-49. For six 
years, from 1949 to 1955, he was Secretary of the 
Western Surgical Association, and President in 
1955-56. From 1950 to 1958 he was Secretary of 
the American College of Surgeons and served on 
many of its committees; from 1937 through 1960, 
he was Associate Editor of Surgery, Gynecology 
and Obstetrics, the official journal of the College. 
The excellence of the "International Abstract of 
Surgery," an integral part of the journal, was due 
largely to the long hours that Mike spent in poring 
over the American and foreign surgical literature 
and choosing with discriminating judgment the 

contributions that merited the attention of the sur­
gical profession. 

In 19 51, he was honored by election to the 
position of Chief of the Staff of Passavant Memo­
rial Hospital where he had served as attending sur­
geon since the opening of the hospital in 1929. 
He was an active member of the American Sur­
gical Association; the American Society for Sur­
gery of the Hand, and its President in 19 51; the 
American Association for the Surgery of Trauma; 
the Central Surgical Association; and the Surgeons' 
Club. He was a diplomate of the American Board 
of Surgery and of the American Board of Plastic 
Surgery, and an honorary member of many other 
surgical groups. He was an honored member of 
the scientific fraternities, Sigma Xi and Alpha 
Omega Alpha; the Cliff Dwellers of Chicago; and 
the Chicago Literary Club. 

Some of the happiest moments of his life were 
when Mike and his wife, Alice, also an accom­
plished artist, could spend an all-too-short sum­
mer vacation at the Summer School of Painting at 
Saugatuck, Michigan. There he could forget sur­
gical problems and give free rein to ideas and 
visions that were clamoring for expression, and 
that later as paintings and lithographs gained rec­
ognition from the Art Institute of Chicago, the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, the Illinois 
Society of Fine Arts, the Society of American 
Etchers, the Society of American Graphic Arts, 
and were represented in each International Bien­
nial Color Lithographic Exhibit from 1950 to 1956. 

Those who knew him best realize how full a 
life he led. We shall miss Mike, but we shall not 
forget him. 

SuMNER L. KocH, M.D. 

Reprinted from the Northwestern University Medical School Magazine J 1963 · . une, , 1ssue. 
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S U M N E R L . K 0 C H , M. D. 

MICHAEL L. MASON, M.D. 

u 0 H N L . B E L L , M. D. 

WILLIAM B. STROM~ERG, uR., M.D. 

154 EAST ERIE ST . , CHICAGO II 

Dear Eleanor: 

May 21, 1959 

Mike seems just a little better and when I saw him an 
hour ago , I thought he was looking about and trying to figure 
out what was going on. Up to now, he seemed to have been 
completely unaware of everyone and everything . 

~e is in an oxygen tent and receiving intravenous 
fluids . His blood pressure seems more stable than it has 
been and we are simply hoping for the best . 

·He is receiving anti-coagulant therapy in the hope 
that this. may help to prevent any extension of the clotting . 
An arteriogram a week ago shoYred a complete block of the left 
carotid at the base of the skull. 

Helen and Carl Oleson called last evening just after 
they returned from Minneapolis . 

Eleanor K. Grimm 
1630 Hyde Park St . 
Sarasota, Florida 

Our best wishes always, 

~. 
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S U M N E R L . K 0 C H M . D. 

JOHN L. , B E L L, M.D. 

WM. B. STROMBERG, JR., M. D. 

154 EAST ERIE ST. , CHICAGO II 
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Dr. Howard L. Alt 

Dr. James Barrett Brown 

Mr. Nathan Cummings 

Dr. Edward D. Churchill 

Dr. loyal Davis 

Miss Eleanor Grimm 

Mr. A. 0. Hartmann 

Mr. M. J. Holloway 

Mr. Walter C. Kurz 

Dr. J. William littler 

Dr. J. Roscoe Miller 

Dr. John Paul North 

Dr. James T. Priestley 

Mr. Edward G. Sandrok 

Mrs. Alden B. Swift 

Dr. Richard H. Young 

Committee for the 
Michael L. Mason 

Fellpwship in Hand Surgery 

PASSAVANT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

303 EAST SUPERIOR STREET 

CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 

b'7 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Bell: 

Within only a few days after the news of Dr. Mason's death 
appeared, letters began to come in from friends and former patients 
asking what they could do to honor his name. 

This spontaneous expression of affection and esteem led us to 
believe we could carry out a project which had been crystallizing 
in our minds since the serious accident which ended Dr. Mason's 
active career four years ago. The project is to raise $150,000 to 
endow a Michael L. Mason Fellowship in Hand Surgery, which will 
support each year a Fellow in postgraduate training at Northwestern 
University Medical School and Passavant Memorial Hospital in the 
field of surgery in which Mike was so deeply interested. 

Such a Fellow, whether from our own or another country, could 
help to make possible further progress in a field to which Dr. Masor 
made many outstanding contributions, and in which there are still 
many unsolved problems. Their significance and importance are 
recognized everywhere. 

We would welcome any contributions, large or small, to add to 
those already received. It has been suggested that some of Dr. 
Mason's friends may wish to make a gift as a memorial to someone who 
has passed on. We can think of no better way to honor both the one 
who is remembered and Dr. Mason. 

We have been of "two minds" as to whether or not to ask the 
help of the surgical groups to which Dr. Mason devoted so much time 
and energy over the years. We are keenly aware of the many demands 
that are constantly made upon them in their own communities. We 
are including them in our appeal because we believe that many who 
worked with Mike and knew him well would wish to have a share in a 
permanent and productive tribute to his memory. 

Gifts should be made payable to Passavant Memorial Hospital and 
marked "For the Michael L. Mason Fellowship Fund." As you know, 
such gifts are deductible from income as charitable contributions. 
It is sometimes forgotten that securities, which may have increased 
in value since their purchase, can be credited as gifts at their 
full present value. 
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THE 

MICHAEL L. MASON 

FELLOWSHIP IN 

HAND SURGERY 

PASSAVANT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

303 East Supe-rior Street, Chicago 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 

\ 
THIS BROCHURE IS MADE POSSIBLE BY A GIFT 

OF A FRIEND OF THE HOSPITAL. 
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The sponsors of the Michael L. Mason Fellow· 

ship in Hand Surgery, the members of the attending 

staff at Possovant Memorial Hospital and of the 

faculty of Northwestern University Medical School, 

and the associates of Dr. Mason are very grateful to 

the many colleagues, friends and former patients of 

Dr. Mason, who hove contributed so generously to 

the Fellowship Fund that has been estobl i shed m 

his honor and as a tribute to his memory. 

Up to this time we hove received almost 56,000 

dollars, a I ittle more than one third of the sum we 

hope to raise. 

The money is being invested by the Investment 

Committee of the Boord of Directors of the Hospital 

and is steodi ly earning income for the support of a 

Fellow in Hand Surgery. 

We wish to express our gratitude to the many 

individuals and groups who hove responded to our 

appeal, and to assure them of our determination to 

continue our efforts to reach our goal. 

Dr. Sumner L. Koch 

Dr. John L. Bell 

Dr. Wi II iom B. Stromberg, Jr. 

(for the sponsors) 



Contributors to the Michael L. Mason Fellowship 
in Hanel Surgery as ol November 15, 1964 

Dr. and Mrs. E. F. Addenbrooke 

Dr. Joseph E. Alfano 

Mrs. Harvey S. Allen 

Dr. and Mrs. Howard L. Alt 

Mrs. Harold V. Amberg 

The American College of Surgeons 

The American Society for Surgery 

of the Hand, Inc. 

Winnetka, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Evanston, Illinois 

Chi cogo, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Don L. Eyler, Sec'y., Treos. Nosh vi lie, Tennessee 

Dr. Courtney W. Anderson Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Dr. and Mrs. M. C. Anderson Evanston, Illinois 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Anderson Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Raymond E. Anderson Chicago, Illinois 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark F. Andreae Birmingham, Michigan 

Dr. and Mrs. Alex Arieff Wilmette, Illinois 

The Bernard Aronson Foundation New York, New York 

Dr. John L. Atlee Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

Miss Barbaro Aubin Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Hillier L. Boker Chicago, Illinois 

Med. Dr. Knud Bong-Rasmussen Copenhagen, Denmark 

Dr. Sam W. Banks Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. and Mrs. Kent W. Barber Quincy, Illinois 

Mr. Phil C. Barber La Jolla, California 

Dr. Arthur J. Barsky New York, New York 

Mr. Albert· Bartell Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Willard Bartlett, Jr. St. Louis, Missouri 

Dr. Homer P. Basinger 

Miss Nettie Baumann 

Dr. 0 nd Mrs. 0. H. Beahrs 

Dr. Claude S. Beck 

Dr. Oscar J. Becker 

Dr. John L. Bell 

Mr. Reuben R. Bennett 

Dr. J. K. Berman 

Dr. Fronk B. Berry 

Dr. R. Russell Best 

Mr. Harry Blum 

Dr. Charles H. Boggs, Jr. 

Dr. Leon Boim 

Mr. Harold Bolton, F.R.C.S. 

Dr. Craig W. Borden 

Dr. Wolter C. Bornemeier 

Dr. Russell T. Bothe 

Dr. Otto Bouc, Jr. 

Dr. Joseph H. Boyes 

Dr. and Mrs. George B. Bradburn 

Dr. Baxter Brown 

Mr. H. Templeton Brown 

Dr. James Barrett Brown 

Dr. Wi II iam E. Browne 

Dr. Julian M. Bruner 

Dr. Alexander Brunschwig 

Dr. Preston J. Burnham 

Dr. Cary I E. Cameron 

Windom, Minnesota 

Chicago, Illinois 

Rochester, Minnesota 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Chicago, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Jersey City, New Jersey 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

New York, New York 

Omaha, Nebrgska 

Ch icogo, Illinois 

Solem, Virginia 

Oak Park, Illinois 

Romiley, Cheshire, England 

Chicago, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Aurora, Illinois 

Mt. Prospect, Illinois 

Los Angeles, California 

Chicago, Illinois 

Buffalo, New York 

Chicago, Illinois 

St. Lou is, Missouri 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Des Moines, Iowa 

New York, New York 

Murray, Utah 

Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Blond W. Connon 

Dr. Bradford Connon 

Miss Virginia Coppell 

Dr. Richard B. Copps 

Dr. Robert E . Carroll 

Dr. Wolter W. Carroll 

Med. Dr. Nils Corstom 

Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Cosey 

Dr. Richard B. Cattell 

Mr. and Mrs. I. V. Chandler 

The Chicago Literary Club 

Mr. Walker B. Davis, Sec'y 

The Chicago Society of Artists 

Mr. A. Eustace Haydon, Sec'y 

Dr. Frederick Christopher 

Dr. Edward D. Churchi II 

Mr. John W. Clarke 

Dr. T. Howard Clarke 

Dr. Georges Cloutier 

Dr. Bentley C. Colcock 

Dr. Warren H. Cole 

Mr. Jock A. Coney 

Dr. Herbert Conway 

Dr. Robert J. Cowan 

Mr. Gordner Cowles 

Dr. George Crile, Jr. 

Col. Henry Crown 

Mr. Samuel A. Culbertson, II 

Mr. Nathan Cummings 

Dr. George Curry 

Mr. Arthur R. Dono 

Dr. John Davis 

Dr. Loyal Do vis 

Dr. J. M. Deaver 

Dr. Michael E. DeBokey 

Miss Marguerite Deuel 

Mr. Edison Dick 

Dr. Morris J. Dirstine 

Miss Vi rginio B. Donham 

Dr. Carl S. Drogstedt 

Dr. Lester R. Drogstedt 

Dr. Everett C. Dr ash 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Dresher 

Dr. Wi lliom H. Droegemueller 

Mr. George A. Drucker 

Dr. Martin A: Entin 

Dr. Edith B. Farnsworth 

Dr. Henry H. Faxon 

Dr. Egbert H. Fell 

Dr. and Mrs. L. Kroeer Ferguson 

Mrs. Vivian Sloane Fiske 

Dr. Adrian Flott 

Dr. F. Miles Flickinger 

Dr. J. Edward Flynn 

Miss Ann Forrester 

Dr. Paul E. Fox 

Dr. William H. Frockeiton 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Chicago, Illinois 

Winnetka, Illinois 

New York, New York 

Chicago, Illinois 

Malmo, Sweden 

Evanston, Illinois 

Duxbury, Massachusetts 

Dalton, Georgia 

Oak Brook, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Seattle, Washington 

Belmont, Mas sochusetts 

Chicago, lllinqis 

Chicago, Illinois 

Montreal, Canada 

Brookline, Massachusetts 

Chicago, Illinois 

Peoria, Illinois 

New York, New York 

Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

New York, New York 

Clevelon d, Ohio 

Chicago, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Flint, Michigan 

Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania 

Omaha, Nebraska 

Chicago, Illinois 

Phi I a delphi a, Pennsy Ivan ia 

Houston, Texas 

Evanston, Illinois 

Chicago, Illinois 

Seattle, Washington 

Evanston, lllinoi s 

Park Ridge, Illinois 

Gainesville , Florida 

Charlottesville, Virginia 

Glencoe, Illinois 

Greeley , Colorado 

Chicago, Illinois 

Montreal, Canada 

Chicago, Illinois 

Brookline, Massachusetts 

Chicago, Illinois 

Gladwyne, Pennsylvania 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Iowa City , Iowa 

Lima, Oh io 

Walpole, Massachusetts 

Evanston , Illinois 

River Forest, Illinois 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 



Mrs. E. C. Franco-Ferreira 
Dr. Robert J. Freeark 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Freytag 
Miss Charlotte E. Fritsch 
Dr. Minot P. Fryer 
Dr. Frank L. A. Gerbode 
Dr. Edward W. Gibbs 
Dr. R. K. Gilchrist 
Dr. Pelham Glasier 
Dr. Cyri I J. Glaspel 
Dr. D. M. Glover 

Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Tampa, Florida 
St. Louis, Missouri 
San Francisco, California 
Bi I lings, Montana 
Chicago, Illinois 
Albany, New York 
Grafton, North Dakota 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Glunz Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Stuart D. Gordon Toronto, Canada 
Dr. Paul W. Greeley Chicago, Illinois 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Gregg Chicago, Illinois 
Miss Ruth Gressett Chicago, 11·1inois 
Mr. and Mrs.Edwin 0. Griffenhagen Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. B. Herold Griffith Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Paul R. Griffith Riverside, Illinois 
Miss Eleanor Grimm Sarasota, Florida 
Miss 0. Eleanora Grimm La Jolla, Ca.lifornia 
Dr. J. S. Grove Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Trygve Gundersen Boston, Massachusetts 
Dr. E. S. Gurdjian Detroit, Michigan 
Mr. Frank G. Hall Wilmette, Illinois 
Dr. George A. Hallenbeck 
Dr. Oscar P. Hampton 
Dr. Samuel P. Harbison 
Dr. L. Martin Hardy 
Dr. S. Baron Hardy 
Miss Florence Hart 
Dr. M. M. Harter 
Mr. and Mrs. A. 0. Hartmann 
Dr. and Mrs. Emi I D. W. Hauser 
Dr. Harold D. Harvey 
Major James S. Harvin, M.C. 
Dr. Floyd LaV. Heinemeyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Heller 
Mrs. Arthur Hellwig 
Dr. John H. Henkin 
Dr. William A. Hendricks 
Mr. Lloyd S. Herrold 
Dr. Falls B. Hershey 
Dr. Byford F. Heskett 
Mr. Kenneth A. Hill 
Dr. H. Clark Hoffman 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W. Hoffman 
Dr. S. J. Hoffman 
Dr. Walter C. Hoge 
Dr. Michael W. Holehan 
Mr. Milton J. Holloway 
Dr. Harry W. Horn 
Dr. and Mrs. Jack M. Houston 
Dr. Lot D. Howard, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Huffman 
Dr. Henry H. Hun 
Dr. Claude J. Hunt 

Rochester, Minnesota 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Ch_icago, Illinois 
Houston, Texas 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
New York, New York 
San Antonio, Texas 
Rockford, Illinois 
Dayton, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois 
Sioux City, Iowa 
Chicago, Illinois 
Pompano Beach, Florida 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Chicago, Illinois 
Denver, Colorado 
Bellevue, Washington 
Plainfield, New Jersey 
Chicago, Illinois 
Blackfoot, Idaho 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Palo Alto, California 
Wichita, Kansas 
Miami Beach, Florida 
San Francisco, California 
Chicago, Illinois 
Albany, New York, New York 
Kansas City, Missouri 

. 1 

' 

Med. Dr. lvar lsaksson 
Mr. Henry P. Isham, Jr. 
Dr. A. E. Jackson 
Dr. Robert M. Janes 
Dr. and Mrs. Felix Jansey 
Dr. M. Shelby Jared 
Dr. and Mrs. Hilger Perry Jenkins 
Dr. Floyd J. Jergesen 
Mrs. 0. B. Jghnson 
Mr. Horace W. Jordan 
Mrs. Natalie Y. Jordan 
Mr. Robert Y. Jordan 
Dr. Edward S. Judd, Jr . 
Dr. Ormand C. Julian 
Dr. John E. Kearns, Jr. 
Dr. John L. Keeley 
Dr. Dennis H. Kelly 
Miss Muriel Kelly 
Mrs. Margaret McCann Kendrick 
Dr. J. Austin Kerr 
Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Kerwin 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Kerwin 
Dr. E. L. Keyes 
Miss Sara D. Keyser 
Dr. Burton C. Kilbourne 
Dr. John E. Kirkpatrick 
Dr. Willard J. Kiser 
Dr. P. A. Knepper 
~noxvi lie Surgical Society 

Gothenberg, Sweden 
Chicago, Illinois 
Fort Worth, T exes 
Toronto, Canada 
Hinsdale, Illinois 
Seattle, Washington 
Chicago, Illinois 
Son Francisco, California 
Oak Pork, Illinois 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Evanston, Illinois 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Rochester, Minnesota 
Winnetka, Illinois 
Evanston, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
DesMoines, Iowa 
Northampton, Massachusetts 
Oak Pork, Illinois 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Lake Forest, Illinois 
River Forest, Illinois 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Evans ton, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
San Frant:isco, California 
Wichita, Kansas 
St. Joseph, Missouri 

Dr. B. R. Campbell, Sec'y,Treas. Knoxville, Tennessee 

Miss Caroline Koch 
Mr. John S. Koch 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Koch 
Dr. and Mrs. Sumner L. Koch 
Dr. and Mrs. G. N. Krost 
Mr. Walter C. Kurz 
Dr. Howard H. Lander 
Dr. Hiram T. Langston 
Dr. William A. Larmon 
Dr. Robert D. Larsen 
Dr. Harold Loufmon 
Dr. George V. LeRoy 
Morris L. Levinson Foundation 
Dr. F. John Lewis 
Dr. Manuel E. Lichtenstein 
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Lind 
Dr. Paul R. Lipscomb 
Dr. J. William Littler 
Dr. Frederick A. Lloyd 
Dr. William P. Longmire, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Franklin Lounsbury 
Dr, Will F. Lyon 
Dr. Wolter C. Mackenzie 
Dr. Gordon F. Madding 
Mr. R. K. Magee 
Dr. Earle B. Mahoney 
Dr. C. J. Mongolorro 

Chi co go, Illinois 
Washington, D. C. 
Port Washington, L.l., N.Y. 
Barrington, Illinois 
West Salem, Wisconsin 
Chicago, Illinois 
Spokane, Washington 
Winnetka, Illinois 
Chi cogo, Illinois 
Detroit, Michigan 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
New York, New York 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Chicago , Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Rochester, Minnesota 
New York , New York 
Chicago, lllinoi5 
Los Angeles, California 
River Forest, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Edmonton, A I bert a, Can ado 
Burlingame, Cali fornio 
Peterborough, Ontario, Canada 
Rochester, New York 
New Orleans, Louisiana 



Dr. Henry C. Marble 
Dr. Hector Marino 
Dr. Victor F. Marshall 
The Franklin H. Martin 

Memorial Fund 
Dr. John Martin 
Dr. Edward E. Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Mason, Jr. 
Mrs. Michael L. Mason 
Mr. Donald R. Mathewson 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Appleton, Wisconsin 

Chicago, Illinois 
Clarinda, Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Evanston, Illinois 
Wood Dale, Illinois 
Evanston, Illinois 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Mautz Madison, Wisconsin 
Dr. Leo Mayer New York, New York 
Mr. Robert Moyer Winnetka, Illinois 
Dr. John C. McClintock Albany, New York 
Dr. Robert M. McCormack Rochester, New York 
Dr. Joseph J. McDonald Beirut, Lebanon 
Dr. Robert M. McFarlane London, Ontario, Canada 
Dr. Charles W. Mclaughlin, Jr. Omaha, Nebraska 
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. McCieod Evanston, Illinois 

The Robert R.McCormick Foundation Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Bruce G. McMillan Terrace Pork, Ohio 
Dr. C. B. McVay Yankton, South Dakota 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Meade, Jr. Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Mrs. Frederick Merrifield Wilmette, Illinois 
Dr. William Metcalf New York, New York 
Dr. Karl A. Meyer 
Dr. J. Duane Miller 
Mrs. Peggy Gold Miller 
Med. Dr. Erik Moberg 
Dr. Frank A. Moorhead 
Mr. Esti I Morehead 
Dr. Peter V. Moulder 
Miss Lily B. Munroe 
Dr. James F. Murray 
Dr. Robert A. Mustard 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mykrantz 
Mrs. Walter H. Nacjler 
Dr. Roy C. Nagle 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Neander 
Dr. Everett E. Nicholas 
Dr. H. Minor Nichols 
Dr. and Mrs. John Paul North 
Dr. Paul F. Nova 
Dr. RichardS. Oakey, Jr. 
Dr. Benjamin E. Obletz 
Mrs. James R. Offield 
Dr. Eric Oldberg 
Mrs. Carl T. Olson 
Dr. John J. Olwin 
Med. Dr. Lars Onne 
Dr. Eugene A. Osius 
Dr. Richard Overholt 
Dr. Alfred B. Owen 
Dr. Francis X. Paletta 
Dr. Howard A. Patterson 
Mr. W. A. Patterson 
Col. John F. Patton 
Dr. Robert J. Patton 

Chicago, Illinois 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
Gothenberg, Sweden 
Neodesha, Kansas 

Mayfield, Kentucky 
Chicago, Illinois 
West Point, Nebraska 
Toronto, Canada 
Toronto, Can ada 
Columbus, Ohio 
Winnetka, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Wood Dale, Illinois 
Oak Park, Illinois 
Portland, Oregon 
Chicago, II linois 
Lincolnwood, II I inoi s 
Phi lade I phi a, Pennsy I van ia 
Buffalo, New York 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
Chicago, Illinois 
Stockholm, Sweden 
Detroit, Michigan 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Rockford, Illinois 
St. Louis, Missouri 
New York, New York 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Columbia, Missouri 
Springfield, Illinois 

Dr. Oglesby Paul 
Mr. William M. Peckham 
Dr. GeorgeS. Phalen 
The Phi Rho Sigma Fraternity, 
Alpha Association, Inc. 

Winnetka, Illinois 
Troy, New York 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dr. Don E. Morehead, Sec'y, Treas.Ottawa, Illinois 
Dr. William R. Pitts Charlotte, Virginia 
Dr. J. Lawrence Pool New York, New York 
Dr. Charles E. Pope Evanston, Illinois 
Dr. Joseph L. Posch Detroit, Michigan 
Dr. Frederick W. Preston Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. James T. Priestley Rochester, Minnesota 
Dr. Joseph B. Priestley Des Moines, Iowa 
Miss Margueriete Prime Oak Park, Illinois 
Dr. John Van Prohaska Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Charles B. Puestow Chicago, Illinois 
Mr. Paul A. Raber Decatur, Illinois 
Miss Miriam D. Rand 
Dr. Henry K. Ransom 
Mr. Myron F. Ratcliffe 
Dr. William Requarth 
Dr. Robert Q. Reynolds 
Dr. Leander W. Ribo 
Mrs. H. M. Richter 
Dr. and Mrs. H. M. Richter, Jr. 
Dr. Jack L. Robbins 
Dr. Earl L. Roberts 
Dr. Joseph M. and 

Lei Ia Locke Roberts 
Dr. Donald<:. Robertson 
Dr. Robert W. Robertson 
Mr. W. L. Robertson 
Dr. Horatio Rogers 
Dr. Peter A. Rosi 
Dr. Reno Rosi 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Fronk Rothschild 
Derald and Janet Ruttenberg 

Foundation 
Mrs. Ernest DeWees Salmon 
Dr. Paul C. Samson 
Mr. Edward G. Sandrock 
Mr. E. W. Saunders 
Mrs. Roberta D. Saunders 
Dr. Kenneth C. Sawyer 
The Scandinavian Club 

for Surgery of the Hand 

Northampton, Massachusetts 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Chicago, II li nois 
Decatur, Illinois 
Glen Cove, New York 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, II linois 
Evanston, Illinois 
Saginaw, Michigan 

Watseka, Illinois 
Toronto, Canada 
Paducah, Kentucky 
Osprey, FIori da 
North Andover, Massachusetts 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, II linois 

Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Piedmont, California 
Chicago, II linois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Evanston, Illinois 
Denver, Colorado 

Med. Dr. Erik Moberg, Sec'y Gothenberg, Sweden 
Miss Elizabeth Schon Chicago, Illinois 
Mrs. George A. Schubert Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Irwin Schulz Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley L. Schumacher Vi II a Park, II I inoi s 
Dr. JohnS. Schweppe Chicago, Illinois 
Mr. John Sell Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Darrel T. Shaw Cleveland, Ohio 
Mrs. Agnes J. Shedd 
Mr. C. Carr Sherman 
Dr. David E. Shach 

Columbus, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, II linois 



Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm E. Shroyer 
Dr. Harris B. Shumacker, Jr. 
Dr. Paul Y. Sieux 
Dr. and Mrs. Vinton E. Siler 
Dr. Fio6ndo A. Simeone 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Skom 
Mrs. Dolores Sladek 
Mr. Harold E. Smith 
Dr. William H. Snyder, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. James K. Stack 
Dr. S. D. Steiner 
Dr. and Mrs. George Stephen son 
Mr. Henry Sterlek 
Dr. Fronk E. Stinchfield 
Med. Dr. Gunnar Strondell 
Dr. William B. Stromberg, Jr. 
Mr. Erwin A. Stuebner 
Col. John H. Sturgeon 
Dr. Orion H. Stutevi lie 
Miss Augusto j..nn Swowite 
Dr. S. A. Swenson, Jr. 
Dr. Gezo de Tokots 
Dr. and Mrs. C. Conover Talbot 
Miss Adeline Thiem 
Dr. Paul H. T. Thorlokson 
Col. Charles J. Thuss, M.C. 
Dr. Robert T. Tidrick 
Miss Rubie M. Tuft 
Dr. George C. Turn bu II 
Mr. Mark Upson 
Dr. M. Peter Urnes 
Dr. and Mrs. Derrick Voi I 
Dr. Theodore R. Von Dellen 
Dr. Ford Von Hogen 
Dr. A. Von't Hof 
Prof. C I au de Verdon 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Wallace 
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Walsh 
Dr. Owen H. Wongensteen 
Dr. H. J. Worthen 
Dr. Augusto Webster 
Dr. George V. Webster 
Dr. Jerome P. Webster 
Miss Mary H. Webster 
Dr. Elden C. Weckesser 
Dr. Claude E. Weich 
Mrs. Gerold Wessel ius 
Dr. Charles K. Wier 
Dr. Helen Wilks 
Dr. James N. Wilson 
Dr. James M. Winfield 
Dr. Wolter W. Wollmonn 
Miss Nettie Zobel 
Dr. Max Zinninger 
Mr. Albert Zollinger 
Dr. Robert M. Zollinger 

Lake Zurich, Illinois 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Singapore, Malaya 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Winnetka, Illinois 
Barrington, Illinois 
Mt. Prospect, Illinois 
Los. Angeles, California 
Chicago, Illinois 
Bloomfield Hi lis, Michigan 
Chicago, Illinois 
Berrien Springs, Michigan 
New York, New York 
Stockholm, Sweden 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Monterey, California 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Winnipeg, Canada 
Fort Joy, New York 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Evanston, Illinois 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Springfield, Illinois 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
Kenilworth, Illinois 
Glenview, Illinois 
Minneopol is, Minne so to 
Richmond, Virginia 
Chicago, Illinois 
Pasadena, California 
New York, New York 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Chicago, Illinois 
Wichita, Kansas 
Chicago, Illinois 
Los Angeles, California 
New York, New York 
E I Paso, Texas 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Downers Grove, Illinois 
Columbus, Ohio 



W. ss Eleanor Grimm, 
20 East Erie Street 
Chicago, Ill 

Dear Miss Grimm:-

-OOCTOR RUDOLPH MATAS 
225!5 SAINT CHARLES AVENUE 

NEW ORLEANS, L.A. 

December 17, 1940 

This is a belated acknowledgement of the receipt of your 

typed minutes of the Board of Regents' meeting at Chi~ago, October 20-25, 

which I had the privilege of attending with great pleasure and profit. 

I read these minutes quite attentively when I received them and I 

am lost in admiration not only for the thoroughness and fidelity with 

which you recorded every important detail of the proceedings, but for the 

tine judgement and tact displayed in editing the great mass of raw material 

that accumulated in the course of the long discussions ot' the three busy 

days that we met1 and which you _ had to sift, strain, boil and flavor before 

it could be served as a palatable mess to the public. While you are, no 

doubt, tired -hearing .prai·se of your secretarial confections you can find 

no fault in those who find good taste in them. What I want to s~, is 

that I enjoyed the Chicago meeting immensely and particularly, because I 

noted after my long absence that the machinery of the College was running 

so smoothly and that the Engineers were all so alert, so earnest, so capable 

and intent in making the level of success rise. year by year, to a greater 

and more commanding height. 

Please remember me most kindly to Mrs Farrow and other members of the 

Administrative Board. 

With best wishes for your continued welfare and happiness, I remain 

Yours very sincerely, 



l ~ _ ~ II - '$ 1-





STERN 
UNION 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 
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ESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARt IUaJE'CT TO TH_E FOLLOWING 

To guard again!lt mistakes or delays, tho Bender of a messlge should order It rellell..ted1 that Is, telegraphed back t• the originating office for comparison. 
\Un'epeatf>d message rate is~harged in addition. Unless otherwise indicated on its face, this JS an uru;epeated message and paid for as such, In consideration whereof 
the sender of the message and this Company as follows: 

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delayS In the transmlsEilon or delivery, or tor non-delivery, of any mCssa.ge received for transmi8BI.on at tl' 
ratP. hevor.n the sum of five hund,·ed dollars; nor for mistakes or delays In the t.ranJ!misslon or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message re<'eived for transmi 
mess:..ge rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollarn, unless specially valued; nor In any case for delays arising Irolll unavoidabla interruption In the working ot • 

2. In any event the Company shall not be liable for dmnaqes for mistakes or delays In the traMmission or t!ellvery, or for the- non-delivery, of any mfl!' 
the ne.,.l!gence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding in eny event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of ea~l. 
tte mr . .::F:age is valued, unless a greater value is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the mes~age is tender~·d for tram:mlss!on, and U'1l£'l'S the repeaten 
c..~rcc.J to be paid, and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. 

3. The Company is hereby made the agent ot the sender, without llablllty, to forward this message over the lines of any other comJ)any when necessary to 

or an 1:cmJ;i~'i1f: g;~i~~!~~~:~eo~~~sci~~~~~ft~~~iM~eth~V~Wo~!~~dfb!1fs~1 f!agiTI1; 0t~{0~~ ~~~1.~~8~~~~~~~~ fi~~ ~~~~~t 
filed tn.riiis of the Company, is not operated through the agency of a railroad company, within two miles of any open main or branch office 

l~0~i1le~h;rbi~~~ :Jlt~· &sa~hg~()gobi~~~g~fi~~stf~~~~h t~~ ~ril~lgfllii~ao~~ff~~~~ i:;~l~t1~Y£Iif~r~~i,~~0~f~~ ~~et~~e~1K ~igti~lii~:~ c::~~r~lihe l~~~~~h~)g~ift;¥rc;:flj 
tlOM not undertake to mnke dell very, but wm endeavor to arrange for delivery as the agent of the sender, with the understan1'f!ng that the sena'cr anthori?es 
~~l;rci'J~~t!~fnu~~~~e;~Wyag~e£~;~ ~~i';(g~ :g~{J.g~~\ cltn:ffo~~~;~t1gg;l~J~d from the addressee. There will be no additional charge tor deliveries 

5. No responsibility attacheg to this Company concerning messages untll the same are accepted at one of its transmitting offices; and It a message Is sent to 
the Company's messengers, he acts :tor that purpose as tho agent o! the sender. · 

6. The Company wtll not be liable :f'or damages or statutory penalties in tbe case of any message except an intrastate message it!- Texas whe!"e the clnlm 
to the UOmpanv witl1.i.'l8lxty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission, and In the case ot an intrastate message m Texas the Com~ny .. ••·· ~~·· ~~~ ·• 
or statutory penalties where the claim is not presented In writing to the Company within nlnety-tlve days after the cause of action, U any. shall have accrued; 
ot these conditions shall apply to claims for dama.ges or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 or the Communications Act of 1934. 

7. It is agreed that in any action by the Ccm:;Jany to recover the tolls for any message or messages the vrompt and correct transmlsslon and dellvery 
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. 

8. Rpeclal terms goverx;.!ng the transmission of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages In each of such respecUve 
to all the :foregoing terms. · 

g, No employee of the Company is authorizeJ to vary the foregoing. 
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CLASSES Of' SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES 

TELEGRAMS 
A full-rate expedited ser-Vce. 

DAY LETTER"> 

A deferred service at lower than the standard telegram rates. 

SERIALS 

'lessages sent in sections dW'4:::: t!J~ ~arne daj'. 
~. ~: '· ,.· ' ·, 

iT LETTEI=tS ' 

~ti?tyttp0~~2t:S:~1th~o~t~~~~d~e~~ir:~l~~r d~/fet~~ :~l~~g morning at rates 

CABLE SERVICES 

ORDINARIES 
The standard service, at full rates. Code messages, con.c;tstlng of 

at a lower rate. 

DEFER REDS 
Plain-language messages, subject to being deferred lD favor of 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Overnight -i_aln-language messages. 

URGENTS 
Messages taking precedence over all other messages except 



.J cLAss Of SERVICE DESIRED '-

WESTERN DOMESTIC .~ 1213 
TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETIER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Palnlns ahould cheek clasa of eerviee 
desired: otherwise them- wiD be 

tl'alllmitted as a telepam or A. N. WILLIAMS 
ordinary eablegram. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram. mhjed to the temu on hack h~m~Df. UJhich are hcrth11 agreed to 

To ___ -+----(~~~) __ 
Street and No----------------------

P~~~-----------------------

,J. C:-fECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

19 

FOR VICTORY 
BUY . 

WAR BONDS 
TODAY 

~ 



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY TH_~S CO~PANV ARE SU~ECT TO THE FOLLOWING 1:ERMS~: 

To guard again.qt mistakes or delays, the sender of a messag~ ab.outd order 1 t repeated that is. telegrapbed back to the Oliglnating omce for combarlson. For this, one-half the 
Ollrepeatoo message rate ie charged in addition. Unle$ otherwise indicated on Its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in consideratfon whereof it 1s agreed bet1reen 
the sender of the message and this Company as follows: . 

rate hP~~mJ~ge~~~~n;;~~~~~~e~e J~~fi:'s~~o~~~a~~t<:[k~1~!fa;~~:riW:f.r~~:rg:1~~e~i1~~~: ~~n~;1~6~~eft~~~. ~f':~~e :;;;:;:;~ :~~el':e~SlfJ;~~~~:~r:f~~=~~ 
we.;s;,.ge rate beyond the sum ot .five thousand dollars, unless specially valued; nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidabla Interruption in the working ot its lines, 

2. In a.ny event the Company shall not be liable for damar:tes for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether eaused by 
the nel':!gence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of eaoh message representf:l that 
the m c.ssage is valued, unless a greater value Is stated In writing by the sender thereof at the time the message Is tenderP.d for transmissbn, and unless the repeatl!d-message rate Is paid or 
::.grcc.J to be paid, and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. 

s: The Coinl)any ls hereby made the agei:it of the sender, without li&bllltf, io foi:Wa.rd this message over the lineS _of any other compa.ily when necessary to reach its destination. 

4. Except as otherwise indicated in connection with the listing of lndivldua.i places in the filed tariffs of the Company, the amount paid f~r the transmission of a domestic telegram 
or an incoming cable or radio message cove~s its dclivc:-y within the following limits: In cities or towns of 5,CGO or more inhabitants where the Company has an om('e which, as shown by the 
filed ta.riffs of the Company,ls not operated through the agency of a railroad company, within two miles of any open main or branch omce of the Company; in cities or towns of 5,000 or 
more inhabitants where, as shown by the filed tariffs of the Company, the telegraph service is \)erformed through the agency of a railroad company. wlLhin one mile of the teleJn'aph oml'e; 
in cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants In which an otnce of the Company is located, Wlthin one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limits above specified the Cempan~ 
d,oes.not un:lertake to make dell very, but will endeavor to arrange for delivery as the agent of the sender, with the understanc1ing that the sender authorl7es the collection of any additional 
c~ from the addressee and aerees to pay B'tch additional char?e if It is not~ollected from the addressee. There wlll be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within 
the corporate limits o! any city or town in which an ofllce of the Company is located. 

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company eoncerning messages untU the same are accepted at one of Ita transmitting omces; and If a message 1s sent to such ofllce by one of 
the Coml)allY•s messengers, he acts for that purpose as t:!le agent o.f the sender. 

6. The Comp~ny will not be Hable for damages or statutory penalties in tbe case of any mess~ge except an Intrastate message In Texas where the claim h not presented in writin~; 
to t.he Company within sixty d:J.ys after the message is filed with the Company for transmission, and in the ease of an intrastate message in Texas the Company will not be liable for damages 
~ ~=~~~~~~~1~hf0c~~!I~ ~~~~~~~~~~tgv~~~~g~ ;~~~~ea~~!~l~~~f;!4~gaJ{s~~eg~~~~f1~:~A~l~~n/9'3~~llhaveaccrued; provided, however, that neither 

7. It Is agreed that in any action by the Com?any to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be pr~ed, 
subject to rebuttal by competent eVidence. 

8. Apeclnl terms governing the transrnl.ssion or messages according to their classes, 11:1 enumerated below, shall apply to measag~ In each of such re~~pectlve ci~~JJ~~es 1n addltlQD, 
to all the foregoing terms. 

9. No employee of tha Company Is .u.uLhorlzed to vary the loregolng. 
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CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES CABLE SERVICES 

TELEGRAMS ORDINARIES 

A run-rate expedited service. at ~~:e~~~~~ service, at ful1 rates. Code messages, corudstlng of 5-letter groups~. 

DAY LETTERS DEFER REDS 
A deferred service at lower than the standard telegram rates. 

Plain-language messages, subJect to being deferred In favor of full-rate messages. 

SERIALS 
MeBBliges sent in sectioru: durin:; t:.:e same da~- . 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Overnight plain-language messages. 

URGENTS 
Messages taking precedence over all other messages except government ~ 



TELEGRAr~ ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LEITER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LEITER LEITER 

Patrons should check class of aervice 
desired; otherwise the message wiU be 

transmitted as a telegram or 
ordinary cablegram. 

WESTER 
UNIO·N 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram. subject to the terms on bal!/e hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

:J 
To·-------------------------------------------

Street and lVo~-----------------------------------------.r----------

P~cp~--------------------------------------------------

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME ALED 

19 
FOR VICTORY 

BUY 
WAR BONDS 

TODAY 

~ ~ h, ~ a7~ ~~;;;;;;;;;;;·· iiiiililliiiiii~ 



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN Y THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT 'T'O THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 

To guard a~nst mtstakes or delaya, tho se'rl''l.er ot a. message should or4er 1 t repeated that 1a; teleftapheQ back to. the originating omce for com.~arison. For t~. one-balf the 
unrepeatfld message rate is charged in addition. r 1lcss otherwise indicated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in conslderatfon whereollt 1s agreed between 
the sender of the message and this Company as follC'WS! 

1. The Company shall not be liable for mis kes or delays in the transmission or dellve:r:v, or for non-delivery, of an} lllessage received for tran!II!llasloa s,t the 'IUU'ePoated-DUlBIJI1,ge 

· ~:s~;~~~ie tg::o~IIJ ~efi~~~'if~~ ~~~~:a~J~~~~~~g~cthi~~ru~~~ ~~~rn~~~! f~~!r~Ys ~nfr~-:e:::~id~bfffu:~~~f~~~t1e: ~g~J:~l:l~~t the rePC)ated-

2. In any event the Company shall not bet able for damages for mfatakes or delays in tho tra.namlsslon or deliver. , or for the non-delivery, of any message, w}lether ClllUSed bY 
the neP"ligence of Its servants or otherwise, beyond tb' actua.lloss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollar!' at whirh amount the sender of eanh mesaage representf!" that 

~~~~JBitt~ 1~all!~<i ~~1:fc3J~~!i~~~~~~~~\ai~ :e-=-~~f>J'n~h~e~e~:t ;r~~~~~~ ~?!t~~ ~1~~t~~yg~e~l0~ ·=SW~:ifi~u=dna~1~~e repeated-message ~ate Is paid or 

3. The Co:inpany is hereby made the agent '>f the sender, without llabtllty. to :forward thiS message ovel' the lines f.ff p.tiy other company when nec.essary to reach Us destination. 

· 4; Except as otl;l.ernise indicated in connectivn with the llstln~ of individual ~cell in the :t!led tarU'fs of the Company the amom1t paid for the transmlsslon of 1\ domestic telegram 

~fe~N~JI?~\g!1S~~£:~~ ii~~~~~~:£~~ ~~~~~ri&t~~~;~~r~l:~rr;g:d~~~any ~~i~ i~-;~~~~:<>~0gn~ ~~~e~~b~ :g;:;~e~~~~ o9~~f~~m~n~~ f~~iti~~hioS::~V~.Mo~~ 
ei~'ile~!bi;;;~~ -:;fbi~ t:::g~gdl~~~~~~;~stf~~i ~b t~~ ~rii:P~ffli:teo:~fn~~~r;~i~t;r;a~r~~~~~r~ ~~ett~etc~~ ~~g~~#i~~~ c;J~~r:!i~1l~~t~~tX:~~es~~~:1:!~~m"e: 
does noft unJ.ertake to ll!ake delj,very, but wm endl'a' or to arrange for deHvery as the agent of the sPnder, with tbc unde!'Stan• lng that the sencler authori?ea the collection of any addlt= 
~:r:;i:p:.~te~~~~;~;~e£g.;~ r;~ii{g: :g JM~~7:r c&~~o~~~yn~tlg~~~J~ trom the addressee. There will be • .,., additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within 

5. No rl'sponslbllity attaches to this Comp• .y concerning messages until the same are accepted at one ollts transmitting omces: and if a message is sent to such ofl'loe by one of 
the Company•s messengers, he acts :for that purpose ~s the agent ol the sender. ' 

6. The Company will not be Hable for dama,! :;; or statutory penalties in the case of any me!lSnge excl'pt an intrastate - lessage in Texas where the claim lo;; not presented In writing 
to t.he Company within sbcty days after the message 1 filed with t he Company for transmission, and In the cnse of an intra.<Jtat message in Texas the Company will not be Hable for damages 
~ ~=~u=~~~~~hf0c~t~ f~~tl;.:;;,e;::Se 'rigv~~:;;g: ~~~~eag~!~1n~~~rr~~'41rJ? ~~g~~~~f1~~ lncl!oflf9·3~~allhaveaccrued; provided, however. thatneitber 

7. It is agreE'd that in any action by the C m:;>an}' to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt an 1 cprrect transmisslon and delivery thereof fl)lall be presumed. 
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. 

8. Special terms governing the transinissioz of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below. shall ap~ y to messages-in each of such re:~pectlve cla8Bes In addltloll 
to all the foregoing terms. 

9. No employee Ql the Company ls a.uthorl2. ·1 to vary tbe foregoing. 
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CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES CABLE SERVICES 

TELEGRAMS ORDINARIES 

A. full-rate expedited service. at ;,~:.:0~~~ service, at .wl rates. Code messages, consisting of &-letter groups Oldy. 

DAY LETTER'S DEFER REDS 
.A deterred service at lower than the standard teli!J ram rates. 

Plain-language messages, ;.fllbject to being deferred in favor of full-rate mll!!!88gt!IL 

SERIALS NIGHT LETTERS 
Messages sent in sections durii::;:: De same da)·. 

Overnight plain-language messages. 

NIGHT LETTERS 

~~~;~er:a~tih~o~r!i:l;:JY~~~r~t~ ~~~morning at rates 
URGENTS 

Messa&es taking preceden }8 over all other messages except govenu:nent .....,._ 



ClASS OF SE&VICE 

This is a full~ 
Telegram or Cabl~ 
gram unless its d~ 
f'ened character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
ayl!lbol above or pre­
c:ediog the addreu. 

WESTERN~ 
UNIO~~ 

JOSEPH L. ltGAN /~ ... ; . - '"' l' 0 f:" 
!!'RESIDENT I 

· ~vouR 111 IL LETTER SFEC .L ELl VERY oF SEPTE~~~.BER .?-RL . RR vr:~; 

LAST ATUR A-Y UT VAS riOT DEL ·CERED UN ll TODAY SEPTEr. _~ER 7TH 

. 0\ 1 0 STOR A JD l~~BOR DAY · I HAVE ONE THE ECT l · COULD TO 

cor PLY .ITH YOUR\'. SHE I HOPE THIS \!Ill .RR~VE I·J TILcrE TO ,.·E 
---

E. -o 1 IS GRI 11 0.0 0. VE. EC A.Y AFTERNOON . L tSS LE.~NOt 

K GR f. . ERtC~t COLLEGE OF SURGEO.JS CHI._.,GO 1LLL 10lu EAR 
- - - ----

It H .PPY THAT THOUGH THE OLDEST· OF THE ·PAS 

E I THE nERICPt COLLEGE OF SURGEOJ~ I C!' STILL 

0 CHlCAGO TO CE~E R.TE V.l H YOUfi HOST OF FRIEP q 
-- - . --"--- - --~-

E - H 1VER ARY . OF YOUR CO SECR .TOt 0 THE SERVICE OF 

-HE COLLEGE . BEi Y R RE ~N G~ATEFUL RIV!LEGE TO 

\. T I E 8 c y 0 u R E v OT I 0 T 0 T H E c OL L E G E ~ Ill c E l T ~~ B I R H s 1 91 ; > 

~.HE1 s E PfTE YOU YOU-:-Hs (OU BEC, ,~E ... HE R IGH- Rr. OF IT~ 

E ft.t CH I EF 
- ----

E'FA U T L 

COLLEGE I 

E Tni.J 0 -E -o YOU 

END 1= 

-- --

-, E e:or I tJ.- E , . .., ,.I .. e 

1E JO OF EVERY ··1s 0. TH\T H ~ 

VE ..,J EE 

THE COMPANY WD..L APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICJII 



This a. a full-rate 
Telegra111 or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in-­
dicated by a suitable 
~ aymbol above! or pre­

ceding the adchesL 

STERN 
UNION 

.JOSEPH L. EGAN 
PRESIDENT 

t22o 

The fiUng time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

D. NSA085/2 NL PD=NEW ORLEANS LA 7=DR MALCOLM T MCEACHERN= 
- ~ 

·40 EAST ERIE ST CHGO= 

1 E T IF IE 

'E V LUE 

I ElL I ZE 

EF -EC 

T IT 

. IT H HE I T E E ... T .\ t 

I~PO T.tCE OF YOUR 

\"ELrARE OF THE 

.0 '( H .S EVER 

TH, u G YuUR RECE IT ILL, ES • TH I 0 

0 T H .: E F F E C ! E CY 0 F Y 0 U R ,11, S S I T /I. J T S .s B U T Vij E : <, E L 
- -

YOU l'1 J YOU 0 LY .HO HP~- G VE, THE !JEST OF (QU,I 

T E -- E T a·F Y o u, T E ~ r H T '- E B E s r OF Yo u R 1 J r ELL 1 E . c E 

- H E I 0 s- ~ E I R 0 u ~ F L 0 v. 0 F y 0 u F F E c I 0 N s y E s ~~ JJ y () L: 
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DR. RUDOLPH MATAS 





2255 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
September 30 1 1950 

~~~ 
~ 

~r 
Please receive this note as a 

message of acknowledgment and 

thanks f or the pleasure of your 

remembrance and good wishes on 

the advent of my 90th birthday 

(September 12, 1950) which con­

tributed so agreeably to the 

thoughts and recollections of 

that memorable day. 





~~~-~~ . ~-~~""'"-~~ 

-- -~- -- - . 
NEW ~LEANS,LA. 

October 10, 1951 

Miss Eleanor Grimm, Secretary Board of Regents, 
American College of SUrgeons, 
40 East Erie St., Chicago 11, Ill. 

Dear Mi. ss Grimm:: 

Your letter of october 5th., 1951, informs me that you are about 
to detach yourself :from the College. As I believe I am your oldest 
:friend in the College I have some reason to understand how trying this 
separation from the institution which you have so nobly and efficiently 
helped to erect by your long, faithful and devoted service, will be felt 
by the membership - as much and perhaps more than SXJ.Y of the other fellows 
of the College. 

I need not recall the years that have elapsed since you were the 
handsome young secretary of our old Chief, Franklin Martin. Ever since 
that early period you have been one of the strongest pillars of the College, 
surely one ot the most efficient and devoted of its oftioers. You gave 
your youth to its service, and those of us of the early foundation realize 
that there is no possible way by which the College can testify to its love, 
respect and gratitude for you and what you have done tor it b,y aQY external 
testimonials or· manifestations of gratitude and affection. 

Personally I :feel that your detachment from the College amounts to 
virtually an operation, an amputation of an arm, - and in my opinion the 
right arm, - and 1 t will be di:fticul t for the College and the Board ot 
Regents particularly, to find any possible substitute that may oompare with 
the significance of their loss in its tull realization. 

I aJn unfortunately so crippled in my visual taoul ties by a progressive 
myopia and other complications that deprive me of the great pleasure that 
I would derive from travelling on this occasion to the meeting and at least 
showing you how much I am in sympathy with the College in its great loss, 
while rejoicing at the same time with you in the realization of a period 
of rest and freedom from care and responsibility to which you are so justly 
anti tled. 

Though not present at the ceremony of your resignation :from the cares 
of office, I am sure you will feel that, despite my absence, I will be 
thinking of you with the heartiest and best wishes tor your welfare and 
happiness which are faithfully yours from your oldest friend in the College 
and sincere well wisher, 



Letter Hawley to Ma~as, lQ/15/~1·- ~~-- -- -­

lfiss Grimm'• retirement trom the College is a verr great le-ss trota 
which we shall sutter tor a l.o~ "i•. She has aot onl1 clevo"ed 
years et eeiTiee to this College but she us actua117 d.evoted her 
lite to it. 

:Miss Grilllll ia insistent tbat no special e extravagant action be 
taken upon her departure. llLetlier or not the Board ot Regeats 

· will aceeede to her request I ~ not bow. In &111' event, an7 
testimonial given her would be but a mere token aoknowledgment ot her 
gr~:t contribution to this College." 

I 

Mat a a to Hawley 1 10/9/51. 
I he.ve just learned that Miss ll.eanor Gr1nm, ia about to retire. 
I have known her ever sinee tbe beginn11lg ot her career as the 
sec. ot .. eDr. F. Martin when ha+was organizing the College. 
It will give me there ore much pleaa.ure to ealltribute to &Il7 
testimonial ot ap. that the B. et R• may be preparing far her at 
~* t inal detaclmlent from the College. 

Hawley to Matas, 12/20/Sl. 
With regard to Miss Grimm's retirmement, the Beg. and I sub11eribed 
so much to a tund that almost $100 remained atter a beau"itul 

\ 

sterling *ea service was P.resen'ted to he~ The · atatt ot the Gollege -
has added more to this resideue 1 and at our Christmas party 
next FridSJ, we are presenting her with a vel7fine wrist wateh. 

I am sure that Miss Grimm would treaaure a note trom you above all 
these material gitt•· 



Miss Eleanor K.Grimm, 
Box 907, Clermont 
Florida 

y dear Miss Grimm: 

DOCTOR RUDOLPH MATAS 
2255 SAINT CHARLES AVENUE 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

M~ch 25,1952 

Your letter of March 10, to .Dr. Matas was received 
on the 13th. 

Dr. Matas is in the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital, where 
I read your letter to him. He wants me to say that he appreciates 
our very kind sentiments in regard to the Honorary Fello ship 
estored upon him by the American Co lege of Surgeons. Some day he 
111 write to you again 

On February 29, Dr. Matas went to Dr. Clark's Clinic for a 
tine eye examination. Dr. Clark (Nm.B) found such an extremely 

gh eye tension that he insisted on the Doctor going to the has­
tal immediately. This high tension surprised Doctor (M) as he 

never had ~~y pain in his eye. He was kept under treatment 
til the morning of March 4th, when Dr. Clark removed the catarac. 
e eye has been being treated ever since. 

Dr. Clark is confident that Doctor will have considerably 
re vision than he had before the operation and that with the aid 
special lenses he may be able to read some. 

I thought you would be interested to hear of this experience 
of Dr. Matas' 

Yours sincerely 

-1~ 
(Miss) Kate P. Hess, Secty 



7 Rudolph Matas, M.D., 1860-1957 

THE ENTIRE MEDICAL WORLD was saddened by the 
death of Dr. Rudolph Matas on September 23, 
1957, in his ninety-eighth year. Born on Septem­
ber r, 186o, at Bonnet Carre, a small settlement 
about 30 miles from New Orleans, Louisiana, he 
was taken by his parents to Barcelona, Spain, at 
the age of two and spent the next eight years there 
and in Paris, France. He then returned with his 
parents to the United States, settling first in 
Brownsville, Texas, and then in Matamoros, 
Mexico. 

Dr. Matas completed his academic education at 
the Institute of St. John in Matamoros in 1876 and 
received his medical education at Tulane Univer­
sity in New Orleans, where even as a student he 
began to distinguish himself. At the end of his 
first session at Tulane, he was appointed resident 
intern at Charity Hospital in New Orleans, despite 
exertion of pressure by politicians to give this ap­
pointment to students of their own choice. And in 
his third year he was selected as interpreter for the 
Yellow Fever Commission of the National Board of 
Health, which was sent to Cuba to make a study of 
the disease. On March 19, 188o, the faculty broke 
its rule requiring graduates to be 21, and he was 
given his M.D. degree while sti112o. 

Dr. Matas' early interest in, and aptitude for, 
teaching were recognized by his appointment as 
demonstrator of anatomy at his alma mater six 
years after his graduation. He resigned this post 
eight years later to become professor and chairman 
of the Department of Surgery, a position which he 
held until his retirement in 1927. 

So numerous are the achievements of Dr. Matas 
that it would be difficult to list them. He will per­
haps be remembered best for his pioneering efforts 
in vascular surgery. His greatest contribution in 
this field was the introduction of a basic new prin­
ciple to preserve the circulation in patients with 
aneurysms. More than 67 years ago he performed 
a curative operation for treatment of an aneurysm 

by suturing the orifices within the sac. When Dr. 
Matas was only 28 years old, a young Negro man 
was admitted to his ward for treatment of a large 
traumatic aneurysm in the middle third of the 
brachial artery. After trying conservative treatment 
unsuccessfully, Dr. Matas decided to ligate the 
vessel above and below the aneurysmal sac. De­
spite this, pulsation within the sac persisted. He 
then decided to excise the aneurysm, but at opera­
tion was forced to abandon this idea " ... owing to 
the intimate connection of the sac with the impor­
tant or deeper structures of the arm, especially the 
biceps and the brachialis anticus .... " He obliter­
ated all visible openings within the sac by a con­
tinuous suture and thus originated the operation 
which was to be known as Matas' endoaneurysmor­
rhaphy. At this early age, Dr. Matas did not hesi­
tate to act promptly and decisively, a requisite of a 
good surgeon, even though there was no precedent 
for the action he had decided upon. With due 
modesty, he said, in commenting on the case some 
years later, "The exigencies of the case ... made 
it necessary that hemostasis should be obtained, 
and the occlusion by suture appeared to be so easy 
and plain that it seemed to me that any surgeon 
similarly situated would have instinctively adopted 
this simple way of getting out of the difficulty." 

To appreciate fully the significance of this con­
tribution by Dr. Matas, it must be realized that the 
treatment of aneurysms at that time, which was 
based upon certain observations by Scarpa, had 
remained "an immutable and unshaken principle 
in surgery" from the time it was first enunciated 
over roo years previously. Thus it was not until 
Matas developed his procedure of endoaneurys­
morrhaphy that the "law laid down by Scarpa" 
was successfully challenged. In many respects it 
may be considered symbolic of the beginning of 
modern vascular surgery. 

Dr. Matas' continued interest in the treatment 
of vascular diseases was manifested by his de-

In_ this oil portrait Y;Vhich hangs in the John B. Murphy Memorial Auditorium, Dr. Matas wears the robe of the 
prestdent .of the Amencan Colle~e of Surgeons. In ~onnection w_ith the Regents' proffered gift of a mortar board and 
robe to httrz, and other past preszdents, Dr. Matas tn 1948 replted: " ... I am pleased . .. that I still have [the robe] 
tC?gether wtth th~ mortar bo~rd, in very fair state of preservation. The robe has followed me abroad on several occa­
szons. The last tzme I wore tt at Westminster Abbey to deposit a wreath of laurel and immortelles at the tomb of Sir 
Jos~p~ Lister in the na"!!e of the American College of Surgeons (1927). Some of the colors have faded and the gold 
bratd zn several places zs somewhat tarnished. But it is still an historic relic which I would not exchange for a new 
robe no matter how well-fitting and brilliantly colored it might be." 

94 



Dr. Rudolph Matas 
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Photograph of the painting by Thomas C. Corner, 1928. 
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velopment of an aluminum band for occlusion of 
arteries for varying periods, his elaboration of the 
hyperemic test to determine the adequacy of cir­
culation after obliteration, and his numerous con­
tributions to our knowledge of venous thrombosis, 
postoperative embolism, and postphlebitic se­
quelae. 

Among the real pioneers in thoracic surgery, Dr. 
Matas recognized as long ago as 1898 that the 
dangers of acute pneumothorax were, in his words, 
"the impediment and bar to the progress of thora­
cic surgery." In regard to this conviction, he said 
in his presidential address at the fourth annual 
meeting of the Association of Thoracic Surgery on 
June 9, 1921, " ... I thought and labored to over­
come the seemingly insurmountable obstacle to 
the advance of thoracic surgery. Beginning then 
with the modification of the Fell-O'Dwyer intra­
glottic cannula and the insuffiating bellows which 
permitted the simultaneous administration of ether 
vapor-this simple apparatus was then transformed 
into a positive pressure apparatus and adapted to 
the requirements of thoracic surgery." It is per­
haps characteristic of advances in medicine that 
several decades elapsed before this method of in­
tratracheal anesthetization was generally adopted. 

Less well known, perhaps, than his contribu­
tions to vascular surgery is his pioneering use of 
intravenous saline solution in the postoperative 
care of patients and his advocacy of gastric drain­
age, as early as 1924, by the use of the indwelling 
J utte tube introduced through the nose. He was 
also the first to use a spinal anesthetic in America, 
and he devised an apparatus for rapid, massive 
infiltration of anesthetics. 

Recognition of Dr. Matas' eminence in the sur­
gical world is evidenced by the fact that he served 
as president of every important surgical society in 
America. He was also president of the International 
Society of Surgery ( Societee Internationale de 
Chirurgie); and honorary president of the Pan­
American Medical Congress in Washington, D.C., 
in 1895; of the Association Franfaise de Chirurgie~· 
of the International Surgical Congress, Warsaw, 
in 1929; and of the Surgical Society, Barcelona. He 
was one of the 12 founders of the American College 
of Surgeons and served as its president from 1925 
to 1926. 

Dr. Matas' global stature in the surgical field is 
further reflected in the fact that he was a member 

oC practically every surgical association in the 
world. He was an honorary member of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine, Rome; the Association of 
Polish Surgeons; the Society of Italian Physicians 
in America; the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England; the National Cuban Order of Carlos Fin­
lay; the Order of Leopold of Belgium; the Gorgas 
Medical Society; and the Havana Academy of 
Medicine. He was an honorary fellow of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine, Madrid, the Catalonian 
Academy of Medical Science, Barcelona, and the 
Royal Academy of Medicine, Belgium. 

Dr. Matas held honorary degrees from Tulane 
University, Washington University, University of 
Alabama, University of Pennsylvania, Princeton 
University, and the National University of Guate­
mala. He was the first recipient of the Certificate of 
Merit of the American Medical Association. He 
received the Henry Jacob Bigelow Medal in 1926, 
and the Times Picayune loving cup as the out­
standing citizen of New Orleans in 1940. 

Dr. Matas' interests were not limited to medi­
cine. An avid reader and a prolific writer, he spent 
many hours in his library. His published writings 
number several hundred. He was versed in sub­
jects literary, artistic, musical, and athletic, and 
could talk extemporaneously and at length on al­
most any subject under discussion. He spoke five 
or six different languages fluently and had a read­
ing knowledge of a number of others. He was 
deeply interested in the history of medicine in 
Louisiana and at the time of his last illness had 
been engaged in writing a voluminous work on 
this subject. 

Dr. Matas was a renowned surgeon, eminent 
scientist, brilliant scholar, stimulating teacher, apt 
historian, benevolent humanitarian, and staunch 
friend. His deep compassion and intense feeling 
for human suffering were reflected in the pro­
foundly contemplative expression often noticed on 
his face. He explained that a surgeon's face must 
necessarily be sad for he suffers along with his pa­
tients. 

Dr. Matas lived a long and fruitful life, and until 
his last illness he was mentally more alert and pro­
ductive than many of his younger confreres. In a 
century marked by great advances in his field, the 
contributions of Dr. Matas will stand with the most 
notable. 

MICHAEL E. DE BAKEY 

Baylor University College of Medicine 
Houston, Texas 



~~,~ 

A Career of Distinction, a Life of Conflict 
RUDOLPH MATAS

1 
by Isidore Cohn, M. D., and Hermann B. Deutsch [Doubleday, 431 pages, $5.95]. 

Reviewed by Morris Fishbein, M. D. 

Many, many books appear nowadays representing 
joint authorship of a physician and a professional 
writer; most of these marriages are unhappy, and the 
progeny are mongrels. Not so with this biography of Ru· 
dolph 1'4atas. Dr. Isidore Cohn was a beloved friend and 
associate of Matas, the south's greatest surgeon. Hermann 
Deutsch was for many years editor and editorial writer 
for the New Orleans Item. Their association in this work 
is a natural one and the result proves it. 

A well recognized history of medicine thus sum­
marizes the scientific ·career of Dr. Matas: "Rudolph 
Matas of New Orleans, student, scholar, and surgeon, did 
pioneer work on nerve-blocking, spinal anesthesia, and 
laryngeal intubation and, with his radical operation for 
aneurysm, aneurysmorrhaphy [1902], made the first ad· 
vance in this type of surgery since the day of John 
Hunter." 

• • • 
What can such a capsulation reveal of the true accom­

plishments of a great surgeon as a prolonger and saver of 
human lives, as a leader in medical education, as a pro­
found student of medical history and medical bibliog­
raphy? 

Matas' life was characteristic of an epoch in Ameri· 
can medicine. His father, an immigrant from Spain, prac· 
ticed a sort of rough and 
ready medicine. The son 
began as a general prac­
titioner, was drawn into 
basic research on yellow 
fever, cultivated the tech­
nique and .the art of sur­
gery, learned as apprentice 
to competent masters, and 
then by his diligence and 
natural talent outstripped 
them all. 

Pages would be required 
to list the distinctions, the 
honors, and the awards that 
c-ame to him. His highest 
recognition came from his 
peers-the great surgeons Dr. Rudolph Matas 

of a~ the wo;ld who elected him to the presidency in the 
leading surgical organizations. 

His personal life was tragic, marked by the hatred 

of his mother and his sister for his wife and her refusal 
to conciliate, the loss of an eye by surgical contamination 
and eventual blindness, a temperament that did not :brook 
difference of opinion or contradiction, and, perhaps sad· 
dest of all, living beyond the generation that valued him 
into one that forgot and neglected him. 

The years of Matas were full of conflict: wars against 
ignorance and.. stupidi~; wars against the machinations 
and evil of medical politics; family squabbles from which 
he could not divorce himself; and as he grew older battles 
to sustain the status quo. . .. . .. 

His admiring and affectionate friends, the authors, 
sense the difficulties of his attitudes. They say: u In this 
same era of the early 1930s Dr. Matas developed two con­
suming hatreds that become positively fixed convictions. 
One was for Huey Long, the other for a recently formed 
International College of Surgeons, which sought to have 
the established International Society of Surgeons amal· 
gamate with it." 

Eventually the school established by Huey Long to 
get even with the leaders of Tulane became a truly great 
addition to medical education. The struggle between the 
two organizations of surgeons still awaits an armistice if 
not a treaty of peace. 

• • • 
Within this story of Matas' life is woven another 

drama which could stand complete in itself: the friendship 
between Matas and Lafcadio · Hearn. one of those friend· 
ships l~ke that of Billroth and Brahms, like that of the 
surgeon Sir Heneage Ogilvie for his two br()thers-in-law, 
Joyce Cary and A. P. Herbert. Thru his relation to the 
New Orleans Item, Deutsch is able to illuminate the char· 
acter of Hearn as probably no other writer could. 

Matas' accomplishments will live in the annals of 
medicine and his biography is fascinating and full of 
drama. The man was endowed with a prodigious memory, 
a talent for surgery, the courage of the innovator and a 
passion for admiration and leadership. ' 

His career is not one to be emulated by the rigidly 
and scientifically trained young men of today, but he 
belongs on the pedestal that th!s biography erects for him. 

. Dr. Morris Fishbein has written extensively on medi· 
cal topics and has edited a number of medical books and 
periodicals. 
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DR.HANS MAY 
MEDICAL TOWER BUILDING 

2SS SOUTH I7T_H STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 3, PA . 

PENNYPACKER 5 · 2747 

~iss Eleanor K. Grimm 
American College of Surgeons 
40 East Erie Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

November 4th, 1953 

/ 

Indeed i was a great easure to have 
such good health seen you again and also t 

and spirit . 

terial for the history 
but unfortunately I cannot 

ermany and will ask them 

I tried to gather 
of the German College of S1rgeon 
find it, hence , I am writi g to 
to supply me with the hist ry . I shall forward it to you 
as soon as it arrives . 

ith best 

Cor~~~ yours , 

HM/me Hans May, M.D. 



Dear Doctor clfJ L. ~. -

ihla 1s a long del.,. note or tha11ke 
to yoa tor ,-our cordia~ reception or liB ee.rlt in J'tme~ end alsO 
ror be letter which 1ott eent to ma on J'wlt 10, ene~1ng a -COp.J 
ot your lam Boeplt l ~ort. I have not yet rece1"ftld t ~e 
~JIIIlJtaq. ~ch ~ou he4 r uestod ot nr. O~bb. 

to you for yoo.r COllrteQ' to me on the oeeaslon 
hoping to tbe pleasm"e ot meeting you. agant, 

as) E1. or . • Gr:l.nl:l 
Route 1, Box 67 
BurUngton, 1acons1n 
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALS 

HARLEM HOSPITAL 
136TH STR£ET AND LENOX AVENUE 

NEW YORK 30, N.Y. 

June 1 0, 19 54 

Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 
Route 1 
Box 67 
Burlington, Wisc onsin 

Dear Miss Grimm: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the report which you requested. 

As soon as we receive the pamphlets by Dr. Cobb which you also 

requested, we shall forward them to you. 

With kindest regards, I amJ 

Very sincerely yours, 

SR AOI 

~k~u~ 
A ubre de L. Maynar~,~ M'. J. 

ADM:ED 
Enclosure 

· Director of Surgery 


