
are due by March 15, 2012. Cur-
rently, applicants are required to 
have funding from their institu-
tion or another grant mechanism, 
although support though the 
ACS may become available in the 
future. 

For more information about 

the program and the application 
requirements, go to www.facs.org/
ropc/clinicalscholars.html, or send 
an e-mail to clinicalscholars@
facs.org. 

Dr. Bilimoria is a surgical oncologist 
and director of the Surgical Outcomes and 

Quality Improvement Research Center at the 
Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern 
University, Chicago, IL. He is also an ACS 
faculty scholar. 

Dr. Ko is the Director of the ACS Division 
of Research and Optimal Patient Care, 
Chicago, IL.

Members in the news
Craig S. Derkay, MD, FACS, 

a professor of otolaryngology and 
director of pediatric otolaryngol-
ogy at Eastern Virginia Medical 
School, Norfolk, VA, received the 
Sylvan E. Stool Award for lifetime 
achievement in teaching and ser-
vice from the Society for Ear, Nose 
and Throat Advances in Children. 
The award was presented to Dr. 
Derkay at the society’s 39th an-
nual meeting in Kansas City, MO.

Gerard M. Doherty, MD, 
FACS, has been appointed chief 
of surgery at Boston Medical 
Center and chair of the de-
partment of surgery at Boston 
University School of Medicine 
effective January 1. Dr. Doherty’s 
research interests include a series 
of projects aiming to regenerate 
parathyroid cells for replacement 
of lost tissue in people who are 
permanently hypoparathyroid. 

In addition to serving for 
the past decade as chief of gen-
eral surgery at the University of 
Michigan Health System, he is 
the President of the Michigan 
Chapter of the American College 
of Surgeons. 

Michel Gagner, MD, FRCSC, 
F A C S ,  F A S M B S ,  F I C S , 
AFC(Hon), a clinical professor 

of surgery, was awarded a medal 
from the National Assembly of 
France by the faculty of medicine 
of Montpellier, France, last sum-
mer. Dr. Gagner was presented 
with the honor in recognition of 
his efforts in the development of 
laparoscopic surgery and bariatric 
surgery.

Additionally, Dr. Gagner re-
ceived the Excel Award during 
the annual meeting of the Society 
for Laparoendoscopic Surgery last 
fall for his pioneering work in 
laparoscopic surgery. Established 
in 1991, the Excel Award has 
been presented to 25 surgeons 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to laparoscopy, en-
doscopy, and minimally invasive 
surgery.

Wei-Ping Andrew Lee, MD, 
FACS, Baltimore, MD, professor 
and director of the department of 
plastic and reconstructive surgery 
at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, was elected 
president of the American Society 
for Surgery of the Hand in the 
fall of 2011. 

Manucher Nazarian, MD, 
FACS, a cardiovascular surgeon 
from Fort Worth, TX, received 
the American Heart Association’s 

Leader with Heart Award early 
last year. This award recognizes 
physicians who have had an in-
spirational and influential impact 
on the community. During his 
career, Dr. Nazarian established 
cardiology programs at Texas 
Health Harris Methodist Hospi-
tal and at other medical facilities 
in Fort Worth.

Walter F. Pizzi, MD, FACS, 
was awarded a certificate of merit 
from the New York City Police 
Department last spring in recog-
nition of 40 years of service as a 
police surgeon. Dr. Pizzi, chair 
emeritus of the Regional Emer-
gency Medical Services Council 
NYC, Inc. was presented with 
the award by Raymond W. Kelly, 
police commissioner of the New 
York City Police Department.

Dr. Pizzi, of Richmond Hill, 
Queens, New York, NY, was a 
member of the American College 
of Surgeons Committee on Trau-
ma (COT) from 1978 to 1988. 
From 1974 to 1979, Dr. Pizzi was 
Chair of the New York-Brooklyn 
State COT, and from 1989 to 
1995 he was Chief, Region II, 
Committees on Trauma.

Luis H. Serentill, MD, FACS, 
clinical assistant professor of sur-
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The following continuing 
medical education courses in 
trauma are cosponsored by the 
American College of Surgeons 
Committee on Trauma and Re-
gional Committees:

•	 Trauma, Critical Care 
& Acute Care Surgery–2012, 
March 26–28, Las Vegas, NV. 
For more information, visit 

http://www.trauma-criticalcare.
com/?id=1. 

•	 Point /Counterpo int 
XXXI, Acute Care Surgery, 
June 11–13, National Harbor, 
MD. For information, contact 
757-446-8967

•	 Advances in Trauma 
Conference, December 7–8, 
Kansas City, MO

Complete course informa-
tion can be viewed online (as it 
becomes available) through the 
American College of Surgeons’ 
website at http://www.facs.org/
trauma/cme/traumtgs.html, or 
contact the Trauma Office at 
312-202-5342.

	 Trauma meetings calendar

gery, Herbert Wertheim College 
of Medicine (HWCOM), Florida 
International University, Miami, 
was presented with the medal La 
Orden de Carlos J. Finlay for his 
outstanding work and dedica-
tion to the success of the XXI 
International Cuban Medical 
Association Congress (see photo, 
this page). The medal—named 
after the Cuban physician and 
scientist recognized as having 
identified the Aedes Aegypti mos-
quito as the carrier and transmit-
ter of yellow fever—is a revered 
distinction among physicians and 
scientists around the world. Dr. 
Serentill is a Fellow of the ACS 
and the Royal Academy of Medi-
cine in the United Kingdom. 

International women in surgery symposium set for spring 2012
The Third Annual International 

Women in Surgery Career Sym-
posium will take place May 31 
through June 2, 2012, and will be 
hosted by Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity in Baltimore, MD. American 
College of Surgeons President 
Patricia J. Numann, MD, FACS, 

Lloyd S. Rogers Professor of Sur-
gery Emeritus at the State Univer-
sity of New York Upstate Medical 
University in Syracuse, will deliver 
the keynote address.

The symposium will promote 
personal and professional growth 
in women surgeons and provide 

interactions with surgical leaders 
and pioneers who have advanced 
the roles of women in surgery. 
Sharona B. Ross, MD, FACS, will 
serve as chair for the symposium, 
and Julie A. Freischlag, MD, 
FACS, will be the co-chair.

Dr. Serentill (second from left) with Jamie Rodriguez, MD, chair and associate professor, 
department of surgery, HWCOM; John A. Rock, MD, FACS, founding dean and senior 
vice-president for medical affairs, HWCOM; and J. Patrick O’ Leary, MD, FACS, execu-
tive associate dean for clinical affairs, HWCOM.
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