
The American College of Sur-
geons (ACS) is now accepting 
applications for the 2013–2015 
Clinical Scholar in Residence posi-
tions. The Clinical Scholars in Resi-
dence Program is a two-year on-site 
fellowship in surgical outcomes re-
search, health services research, and 
health care policy. The program was 
initiated in 2006 for the purpose 
of advancing the College’s quality 
improvement initiatives and to 
offer opportunities for residents to 
work on the ACS’ quality improve-
ment programs. More specifically, 
Clinical Scholars perform research 
relevant to ongoing projects in 
the ACS Division of Research and 
Optimal Patient Care.

 About the program
The primary objective of the 

fellowship is to address issues in 
health care quality, health policy, 
and patient safety, with the goal 
of helping the Clinical Scholar in 
Residence prepare for a research 
career in academic surgery. The 
ACS Clinical Scholars have worked 
on projects and research within the 
ACS National Surgical Quality 
Improvement Program (NSQIP®), 
the National Cancer Data Base, 
the National Trauma Data Bank®, 
guideline development, and ac-
creditation programs. Scholars are 
assigned to the appropriate group 
within the ACS based on their 
interests and the College’s needs.

In addition, participants earn a 

master’s degree in health services 
and outcomes research or health 
care quality and patient safety dur-
ing their two years at ACS head-
quarters in Chicago, IL. The goal 
of this aspect of the program is to 
educate clinicians to become effec-
tive health services and outcomes 
researchers. The health services 
and outcomes research curriculum 
focuses on these issues within in-
stitutional and health care delivery 
systems, as well as in the external 
environment that shapes health 
policy centered on quality and safety 
issues. The program takes approxi-
mately two years to complete. All 
coursework is done at Northwestern 
University’s downtown Chicago 
campus, one block from the ACS 
headquarters. The ACS also offers a 
variety of educational programs that 
Clinical Scholars may benefit from, 
including an Outcomes Research 
Course, the Young Surgical Inves-
tigators Course, and the Clinical 
Trials Course.

The ACS assigns internal men-
tors to meet regularly with each 
Clinical Scholar. Scholars also 
have opportunities to interact with 
various surgeons who are affiliated 
with the ACS and the Division 
of Research and Optimal Patient 
Care. Whereas mentorship is one 
of the most important aspects of 
the fellowship, having guidance 
from multiple individuals from 
diverse backgrounds will provide 
the best opportunity for success. 

In addition, a core of ACS staff 
statisticians and project analysts 
serve as invaluable resources to 
the Clinical Scholars in Residence.

Past successes
Since its inception, surgical 

residents from throughout the 
U.S., including California, Con-
necticut, Colorado, Illinois, Loui-
siana, and Ohio, have participated 
in the Clinical Scholars program. 
These individuals say that they 
have had excellent, productive 
experiences that have been use-
ful in launching their careers in 
the field of academic surgery. 
With five scholars having already 
completed the program and three 
scholars currently participating, 
the residents have demonstrated 
great dedication to outcomes 
research and the improvement of 
the quality of surgical care. 

The ACS Clinical Scholars have 
presented their findings at numer-
ous national meeting presentations 
and in high-impact, peer-reviewed 
publications, in addition to having 
contributed a great deal to the ACS 
quality improvement programs. 
Furthermore, scholars have gone 
on to gain prestigious fellowships 
in several fields, including surgical 
oncology and pediatric surgery.

Apply now
The 2013–2015 scholars will 

begin their work July 1, 2013. 
Applications for these positions 
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are due by March 15, 2012. Cur-
rently, applicants are required to 
have funding from their institu-
tion or another grant mechanism, 
although support though the 
ACS may become available in the 
future. 

For more information about 

the program and the application 
requirements, go to www.facs.org/
ropc/clinicalscholars.html, or send 
an e-mail to clinicalscholars@
facs.org. 

Dr. Bilimoria is a surgical oncologist 
and director of the Surgical Outcomes and 

Quality Improvement Research Center at the 
Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern 
University, Chicago, IL. He is also an ACS 
faculty scholar. 

Dr. Ko is the Director of the ACS Division 
of Research and Optimal Patient Care, 
Chicago, IL.

Members in the news
Craig S. Derkay, MD, FACS, 

a professor of otolaryngology and 
director of pediatric otolaryngol-
ogy at Eastern Virginia Medical 
School, Norfolk, VA, received the 
Sylvan E. Stool Award for lifetime 
achievement in teaching and ser-
vice from the Society for Ear, Nose 
and Throat Advances in Children. 
The award was presented to Dr. 
Derkay at the society’s 39th an-
nual meeting in Kansas City, MO.

Gerard M. Doherty, MD, 
FACS, has been appointed chief 
of surgery at Boston Medical 
Center and chair of the de-
partment of surgery at Boston 
University School of Medicine 
effective January 1. Dr. Doherty’s 
research interests include a series 
of projects aiming to regenerate 
parathyroid cells for replacement 
of lost tissue in people who are 
permanently hypoparathyroid. 

In addition to serving for 
the past decade as chief of gen-
eral surgery at the University of 
Michigan Health System, he is 
the President of the Michigan 
Chapter of the American College 
of Surgeons. 

Michel Gagner, MD, FRCSC, 
F A C S ,  F A S M B S ,  F I C S , 
AFC(Hon), a clinical professor 

of surgery, was awarded a medal 
from the National Assembly of 
France by the faculty of medicine 
of Montpellier, France, last sum-
mer. Dr. Gagner was presented 
with the honor in recognition of 
his efforts in the development of 
laparoscopic surgery and bariatric 
surgery.

Additionally, Dr. Gagner re-
ceived the Excel Award during 
the annual meeting of the Society 
for Laparoendoscopic Surgery last 
fall for his pioneering work in 
laparoscopic surgery. Established 
in 1991, the Excel Award has 
been presented to 25 surgeons 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to laparoscopy, en-
doscopy, and minimally invasive 
surgery.

Wei-Ping Andrew Lee, MD, 
FACS, Baltimore, MD, professor 
and director of the department of 
plastic and reconstructive surgery 
at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, was elected 
president of the American Society 
for Surgery of the Hand in the 
fall of 2011. 

Manucher Nazarian, MD, 
FACS, a cardiovascular surgeon 
from Fort Worth, TX, received 
the American Heart Association’s 

Leader with Heart Award early 
last year. This award recognizes 
physicians who have had an in-
spirational and influential impact 
on the community. During his 
career, Dr. Nazarian established 
cardiology programs at Texas 
Health Harris Methodist Hospi-
tal and at other medical facilities 
in Fort Worth.

Walter F. Pizzi, MD, FACS, 
was awarded a certificate of merit 
from the New York City Police 
Department last spring in recog-
nition of 40 years of service as a 
police surgeon. Dr. Pizzi, chair 
emeritus of the Regional Emer-
gency Medical Services Council 
NYC, Inc. was presented with 
the award by Raymond W. Kelly, 
police commissioner of the New 
York City Police Department.

Dr. Pizzi, of Richmond Hill, 
Queens, New York, NY, was a 
member of the American College 
of Surgeons Committee on Trau-
ma (COT) from 1978 to 1988. 
From 1974 to 1979, Dr. Pizzi was 
Chair of the New York-Brooklyn 
State COT, and from 1989 to 
1995 he was Chief, Region II, 
Committees on Trauma.

Luis H. Serentill, MD, FACS, 
clinical assistant professor of sur-
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