
Chapter President and Governor of the ACS. 
(See photo, page 50.)

New York Chapter meets for 
surgical symposium and advocacy

The New York Chapter conducted its 32nd an-
nual surgical symposium on May 1, and Karen 
Deveney, MD, FACS, the College’s Second Vice-

President, presented a talk on rural surgery and 
training (see photo, this page). Also on May 11, 
the chapter participated in the second annual 
Specialty Society Coalition, and held meetings 
with various local legislators (see photo, this 
page). Other specialties that participated in the 
coalition included ophthalmology, orthopaedic 
surgery, obstetrics-gynecology, and others.

New York Chapter, left to right (all MD, FACS): 
Peter D’Silva, Immediate Past President; Soumitra 
Eachempati, President; Dr. Deveney; Art Cooper, 
Legislative Committee Chair; Danielle Katz, Treasurer; 
and David Wormuth, Vice-President.

New York Chapter: Amy Clinton (left), Executive 
Director, and William Doscher, MD, FACS, represent the 
chapter at the Specialty Society Coalition. 

The number of uninsured 
Americans rose last year, with 
21 percent of all adults aged 
18–64 years reporting that they 
were uninsured at the time 
that they were interviewed 
for the National Health Inter-
view Survey, according to staff 
of Surgery News, the official 
newspaper of the American 
College of Surgeons.

That  f igure  i s  up  from	

19.7 percent the previous year, 
and reflects a trend over the 
past decade of an increasing 
lack of health insurance, at least 
among adults, according to a 
survey by the National Center 
for Health Statistics, a part of 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Rates of cover-
age for children, on the other 
hand, have mostly improved.

Overall, 46.3 million people—

Surgery News reports rise
in number of uninsured in 2009

or 15.4 percent of the population	
—were uninsured at the time 
they were interviewed in 2009. 
A greater proportion of chil-
dren than adults were covered 
by public health plans, which 
could explain the children’s 
higher rate of coverage, accord-
ing to the survey.

To learn more, visit http://
www.facs.org/surgerynews/.
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