
ates on an extremely valuable 
session which really worked for 
Nitin and myself,” said William 
Doscher, MD, Long Island Jew-
ish Medical Center, New Hyde 
Park, NY. “Awesome program. 
Came back very energized. 
Many thanks,” said Andrew 
Menzin, MD, North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital, Manhasset, 
NY. “Thank you for hosting the 
Kamangar Medical Ethics Direc-
tors’ Meeting and Workshop on	
December 3, 2009, and for your 
support. The sessions were in-
formative and energizing. Our 
chief resident, Africa Wallace, 
MD, and I will begin tomorrow 
by discussing some of what 

we learned with our residents 
during this week’s academic 
day,” said Richard W. Holt, MD, 
Georgetown University.

In 2008, the Kamangar Sur-
gery Residents Training Pro-
gram in Medical Ethics awarded 
grants to 15 surgical residency 
programs from 10 different 
states. In 2009, the Kamangar 
program awarded grants to 17 
surgical residency programs 
from 15 different states (see 
box, page 30). In just its first 
two years, the Kamangar ethics 
program has trained more than 
1,280 residents nationally. This 
ongoing collaboration with the 
College is focused on building 

a successful national model for 
ethics training. 

Plans for the 2010 Kaman-
gar Surgery Residents Train-
ing Program in Medical Ethics 
are now under way. Announce-
ments and a call for applica-
tions will go out later in the 
spring, with a due date for ap-
plications in July. For further 
information, please contact 
Dr. Kodner at IJKodner@aol.
com, or 314-454-8567.

Dr. Yoak is executive director 
and lecturer in professional eth-
ics, Center for the Study of Ethics 
and Human Values, Washington 
University, St. Louis, MO.

Approximately 3.5 million 
motor vehicle accident (MVA) 
victims were treated in emer-
gency departments in 2006 for 
injuries ranging from scrapes 
and bruises to life-threatening 
trauma, according to the Janu-
ary 2010 News and Numbers, 
a statistical brief from the 
Health and Human Services’ 
Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality (http://
www.hcup-us.ahrq.gov/reports/
statbriefs/sb84.pdf).

Nearly 44,000 people died 
in 2006 as a result of motor 
vehicle traffic accidents, and 
approximately 8,000 of the 
victims died in the emergency 
department. Roughly 85 per-
cent, or 3 million, of the crash 

Emergency rooms treated 
3.5 million MVAs in 2006

victims were treated and re-
leased. Some 321,000 were 
admitted or transferred to 
another acute care hospital for 
inpatient care. Also included in 
the federal agency’s analysis: 

• MVA-related emergency 
department visits resulted in 
admission to the hospital for 
care about half as often as 
nonMVA-related emergency 
visits. More than half (58 per-
cent) were covered by private 
payors, compared with 34 per-
cent of nonMVA-related visits. 

• Sprains accounted for	
44 percent of the injuries treat-
ed; superficial injuries, such as 
scrapes, accounted for 35 per-
cent; open wounds, 10 percent; 
and head injuries accounted for 

5 percent of the motor vehicle 
injuries. More serious injuries, 
such as internal injury of the 
thorax, abdomen, and pelvis, 
were considerably less common 
(2.6 percent). 

The report uses statistics 
from the 2007 Nationwide In-
patient Sample, a database of 
hospital inpatient stays that 
is representative of inpatient 
stays in all short-term, non-
federal hospitals. The data 
are drawn from hospitals, 
which process 90 percent of 
all discharges in the U.S., and 
include all patients, regardless 
of insurance type or whether 
the patient was uninsured.
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