
Professor Keogh

front of clinical registries and 
outcomes research, establish-
ing standards for performance 
improvement efforts and public 
reporting that have been fully 
adopted in the UK and serve as 
a model for the U.S.

Sir Bruce currently serves 
as the international Council-
lor of the Society of Thoracic 
Surgeons. Other positions have 
included his five-year tenure 
as secretary general for the 
European Society of Cardio-
thoracic Surgery, president of 
the Society for Cardiothoracic 
Surgery in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and his membership on 
the Council of the Royal College 
of Surgeons of England. More 
recently, he served as president 
of the cardiothoracic section of 
the Royal Society of Medicine.

Professor Keogh was born 
and raised in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe), where his father 
was a newspaper editor. He 
gained entry to the UK by vir-
tue of his Irish roots, which en-
titled him to an Irish passport. 
After arriving in the UK, he en-
tered medical school, where he 

cardiothoracic surgeon at the 
Royal Postgraduate Medical 
School and the Hammersmith 
Hospital from 1991 until 1995. 
He then served as a consultant 
cardiothoracic surgeon at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham, where his ex-
traordinary leadership skills 
in clinical service governance 
and quality of care assessments 
became so apparent. Sir Bruce 
was appointed to the UK’s 
Healthcare Commission in 
2002. He was knighted in 2003 
in recognition of his unique ser-
vice to medicine in the United 
Kingdom.

It was while he was serving 
as a consultant cardiothoracic 
surgeon and senior lecturer at 
the University of Birmingham, 
that I, and so many others in 
the U.S., came to know and 
collaborate with Professor Ke-
ogh. With his colleagues at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, he 
developed an annual registrars 
program that has established 
the standard for such postgrad-
uate programs internationally. 
In addition, he was in the fore-

met and married a classmate, 
Dr. Anna Keogh, a practicing 
internist. They have raised four 
sons: Robbie, Christopher, Wil-
liam, and Mike.

Mr. President, it is my spe-
cial honor to present Sir Bruce 
Keogh, who is leading the 
transformation of health care 
delivery in the UK, for Honor-
ary Fellowship in the American 
College of Surgeons.

Mr. President, it is my hon-
or to present Prof. Masaki 
Kitajima of Tokyo, Japan, for 
Honorary Fellowship in the 
American College of Surgeons. 
Professor Kitajima was vice-
president of the International 
University of Health and Wel-
fare from April 2007 through 
June 2009. He currently is 
president of International 

Citation for Prof. Masaki Kitajima 
by Thomas R. Russell, MD, FACS

University of Health and Wel-
fare in Tokyo. 

Professor Kitajima is truly 
the renaissance Japanese sur-
geon. He trained in Japan 
and did a fellowship in the 
department of surgery at the 
Massachusetts General Hos-
pital in 1975. Following that 
fellowship, he returned to 
Keio University and Kyorin 

University School of Medicine 
and has spent the majority of 
his professional life at those 
two institutions. He is fluent 
in English, and comfortable 
with the Western lifestyle. 
Professor Kitajima truly has 
been a promoter and strong 
advocate for modernizing the 
Japanese surgical commu-
nity through evidence-based 
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surgical practice. He has a 
huge influence on surgeons in 
Japan, in both academic and 
institutional practices, and he 
has been a strong advocate for 
health care reform at the high-
est professional, political, and 
governmental levels. 

As a member of numerous 
Japanese professional orga-
nizations and international 
organizations, he has held 
the presidency position of 
the Japan Society of Clinical 
Oncology and of the 103rd 
International Surgical Society. 
As a long-standing Fellow of 
the American College of Sur-
geons, Professor Kitajima was 
a Governor representing the 
Japan Chapter of the College; 
he is also an honorary fellow 
in the German and Hungar-
ian Surgical Societies as well 
as in the American Surgical 
Association. 

An acknowledged oncologic 
surgeon and associated re-
searcher, Professor Kitajima 
has served the Ministry of 
Health, Labor, and Welfare in 

Japan by participating on ex-
pert panels that have worked 
to chart the future course for 
cancer research and cancer 
care, and has also served on 
numerous other councils and 
expert panels to plan and 
implement comprehensive 
cancer care in Japan. In addi-
tion to his clinical, research, 
and teaching activities re-
lated to surgery, he has been 
intimately associated with 
governmental and political ac-
tivities aimed at reforming the 
health care system in Japan. 
He has published numerous 
books and papers, primarily 
in the area of cancer care and 
prevention. 

Recognized and acclaimed in 
Japan, and internationally, as 
a master surgeon, Professor 
Kitajima possesses a wonderful 
personality and has a strong 
commitment to the ethical 
principles governing behavior, 
and to professionalism. He has 
achieved the highest offices 
in his profession in Japan in 
both the academic and political 

arenas. These days, Professor 
Kitajima and his wife, Hiroe, 
are enjoying a more relaxed 
pace in semi-retirement. 

Mr. President, it is with great 
pleasure that I present Prof. 
Masaki Kitajima, a master sur-
geon with the highest qualities 
of professionalism, for Honor-
ary Fellowship in the American 
College of Surgeons.

The following continuing medi-
cal education courses in trauma 
are cosponsored by the American 
College of Surgeons Committee 
on Trauma and Regional Com-
mittees:
•	 Disaster and Mass Ca-

sualty Management 2009 , 
December 10, Kansas City, MO.
•	 Advances  in  Trauma 

2009, December 11–12. Kansas 
City, MO.
•	 Medical  Disaster Re-

sponse 2010, March 21, 2010. 
Las Vegas, NV.
•	 Trauma, Critical Care, 

and Acute Care Surgery, 2010, 
March 22–24, 2010. Las Vegas, 
NV.
•	 Po i n t / C o u n t e r p o i n t 

XXIX, May 24–26, 2010. National 
Harbor, MD.

Complete course information 
can be viewed online (as it be-
comes available) through the 
American College of Surgeons’ 
Web site at http://www.facs.org/
trauma/cme/traumtgs.html, or 
contact the Trauma Office at 
312-202-5342.

Trauma meetings calendar
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