
from the faculty members’ op-
portunity to grow. It also meant 
that the leader had to walk the 
fine line of balancing the safety 
of patients with the training 
needs of residents, in a world 
where direction from regulatory 
institutions was not available. 
He expanded the traditional 
training in surgery by integrat-
ing the values of trust and eth-
ics and the power of an attitude 
of lifelong learning among his 
trainees. He wrote many beauti-
ful and insightful papers dealing 
with the responsibility that phy-
sicians in general, and leaders in 
particular, must bear.

At the end of his tenure at the 
university, two elements of his 
personality had left a distinct 
legacy for the institution and a 
“branding” mark in every one of 
his graduates: a profound respect 
for patients and colleagues, and a 
unique ability to embrace change 
when change means opening 
opportunities, enhancing educa-
tion, and improving patient care. 
His inspirational leadership and 

his intense dedication to being a 
role model made him the natural 
leader of a young generation of 
surgeons.

Professor Gutierrez brought 
Advanced Trauma Life Support® 
(ATLS®) training to Argentina 
in 1989. The ATLS program 
expanded rapidly through the 
provinces and through many 
other countries in South Amer-
ica, helping save many lives. He 
served the American College of 
Surgeons in many other capaci-
ties, including his role as Gover-
nor for the Argentine Chapter, 
and as a member of the Inter-
national Relations Committee. 

Because of his many contri-
butions, the major societies in 
surgery and gastroenterology 
in Argentina recruited him for 
leadership positions. He consid-
ered those positions, as he once 
wrote, as “challenges” rather 
than “honors.” And, true to his 
word, he used those positions to 
fuel changes that led to improve-
ments in the quality of care, 
and to the integration of pro-

fessionalism and ethics among 
practicing gastroenterologists 
and surgeons.

He has received some of his 
country’s top awards in many 
fields of endeavor and has been 
recognized with Honorary Fel-
lowship in several surgical and 
medical societies, including, 
most recently, the American 
Surgical Association. Perhaps 
closest to his heart was his elec-
tion to the presidency of the 
National Academy of Medicine 
in Argentina, which was created 
in 1822, and stands as the oldest 
and most prestigious such acad-
emy in Latin America.

Mr. President, it is said that “a 
teacher affects eternity because 
one can never tell where his in-
fluence stops.” I am honored to 
present to you a teacher of teach-
ers, a role model for generations 
of surgeons in his country and 
around the world, Prof. Vicente 
Patricio Gutierrez Maxwell, to 
receive Honorary Fellowship in 
the American College of Sur-
geons.

Mr. President, it is my distinct 
honor to present to you Prof. 
Ingemar Ihse, of Lund, Sweden, 
for Honorary Fellowship in the 
American College of Surgeons.

Professor Ihse was born in 
Ystad, a Hanseatic town located 
at the southern tip of Sweden. 
After completing his gram-
mar and high school educa-
tions there, he entered medical 
school at Lund University and 
began a career-defining associa-

tion with that institution. 
He completed his surgical 

residency and obtained a PhD 
in surgery at Lund University. 
He went on to develop his clini-
cal and research interests in the 
pancreas, and joined the faculty 
of medicine at the university as 
an assistant professor. Because 
of his productivity as a teacher, 
clinician, and researcher, he was 
quickly promoted to associate 
professor. 

Citation for Prof. Ingemar Ihse
by Richard A. Prinz, MD, FACS
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Professor Ihse was then lured 
away to become professor and 
chairman of surgery at Linkop-
ing University. Under his leader-
ship, the department became a 
recognized center for the investi-
gation and management of pan-
creatic disease. Lund University 
recruited him back to become 
professor of gastrointestinal 
surgery and chairman of surgery. 
His department quickly became 
the leading center for pancre-
atic disease in Sweden and was 
internationally acknowledged 
for its expertise. His knowledge 
and administrative skills were 
then put to the test when he was 
appointed the medical director 
of Lund University Hospital. 
He initiated financially sound 
programs to improve the medical 
care provided to the inhabitants 
of Scania, and he promoted coop-
eration among the neighboring 
health care institutions. Cur-
rently, Ingemar Ihse is Emeritus 
Professor of Surgery at Lund 
University.

Professor Ihse has published 
more than 300 peer-reviewed 
articles and 96 book chapters, 
and coedited Surgery of the 
Pancreas. He has been an editor 
of HPB, the official organ of the 

International HepatoPancreato 
Biliary Association, and the 
Scandinavian Journal of Gas-
troenterology, and has been a 
member of 12 editorial boards. 
He has been president of the 
European Surgical Association, 
the IHPB Association, and six 
other medical organizations. He 
is an honorary fellow of seven 
surgical organizations, includ-
ing the American Surgical As-
sociation and the Royal College 
of Surgeons of England. 

In addition to the many pro-
fessional accomplishments of 
his surgical career, Professor 
Ihse continues to make new 
contributions to help patients in 
Scandinavia and worldwide. He 
has organized and developed a 
clinical skills training center in 
Lund. This is the first center in 
Scandinavia that allows practic-
ing physicians and trainees to 
learn new technology and its 
uses in a controlled environment 
before applying it to patients. 
He chairs the board of Coloplus 
AB, a biotech and functional 
food company committed to 
delivering improved nutrition 
to third-world populations, es-
pecially those with HIV/AIDS. 
He is also the founder of AMeC, 

an information company provid-
ing patient access to recognized 
medical experts so that they can 
obtain a second opinion about 
their health problems. 

Professor Ihse developed a 
Chicago connection while he was 
a student, and then a faculty 
member, at Lund University. The 
student social clubs put on skits, 
and one of their favorite subjects 
is Chicago gangsters. During his 
visits to Chicago, Professor Ihse 
has expanded his interest in 
this hobby. He crashed the party 
celebrating the closure of the jail 
where Al Capone was first im-
prisoned. He has also appeared 
on stage doing a Jimmy Cagney 
impersonation at one of our local 
restaurants called Tommy Guns. 

Prof. Ingemar Ihse clearly 
embodies all of the attributes 
we expect of an Honorary Fel-
low of the American College 
of Surgeons. Mr. President, it 
is my privilege to present this 
leading pancreatic researcher 
and surgeon, this accomplished 
health care administrator, this 
innovator in surgical education 
and access to care, for Honorary 
Fellowship in the American Col-
lege of Surgeons. 

Mr. President, I am pleased 
and honored to introduce Prof. 
Bruce E. Keogh of London, 
England, for Honorary Fellow-
ship in the American College 
of Surgeons. Since 2004, Sir 
Bruce has been professor of 
cardiac surgery at the Univer-

Citation for Prof. Bruce E. Keogh
by Timothy J. Gardner, MD, FACS

sity College, and has served 
as director of surgery at the 
Heart Hospital in London. In 
addition, Professor Keogh has 
been the medical director of 
the UK’s National Health Sys-
tem since November 2007. As 
such, he is responsible for all of 

the clinical programs and the 
health care quality activities, 
as well as the pharmacy and 
industry directorates, within 
the Department of Health.

Professor Keogh was the 
British Heart Foundation se-
nior lecturer and consultant 
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