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“The main goal initially is 
going to be to see if a structure 
like this is viable and if people 
around the country are going to 
be willing to get involved with 
these work groups,” Dr. Shen 
said.

All YFA members also will be 
responsible for being involved 
in their state/local ACS Chap-
ter and for contacting their 
chapter leaders at least once a 
year. YFA members also may 
serve as intermediaries to state 
and national surgical specialty 
societies. “The YFA has the po-
tential to evolve into a national 
network of young Fellows,” Dr. 
Shen observed.

Furthermore, members of 
the Governing Council will be 
charged with serving as liaisons 
to the ACS Board of Regents, 
the standing committees of the 
Board of Governors, and other 
standing committees of the 
College, including the Program 
Committee and the RAS. Mem-
bers of the CYS have tradition-
ally served as representatives on 

many of these ACS panels. For 
example, Dr. Savarise has been 
the CYS liaison to the General 
Surgery Coding and Reimburse-
ment Committee for the last 
three years. 

“The longer I serve, the more 
valuable my contributions are 
to the committee. I do feel that 
my committee chair values my 
opinion as a young surgeon,” 
he said.

In addition, the YFA will as-
sume responsibility for all of the 
CYS’s ongoing projects, such as 
co-hosting the annual Leader-
ship Conference, presenting the 
Initiates Program at the Clini-
cal Congress, and co-sponsoring 
a session with the RAS at the 
annual meeting. The YFA also 
intends to arrange a forum for 
young Fellows at this year’s 
Clinical Congress, where young 
surgeons will have an opportu-
nity to meet, to discuss issues of 
relevance to them, and to have 
a dialog with a member of the 
Board of Regents or the Board 
of Governors.

Good for everyone
The leadership of the CYS 

anticipates that the new YFA 
will be useful not only in the 
advancement of the young Fel-
lows’ agenda, but to all mem-
bers of this organization.

“Hopefully, we will identify 
people who want to get involved 
and can nurture those people,” 
so that they will become com-
mitted volunteers for the ACS, 
Dr. Shen said. 

“The new structure of the 
Young Fellows Association 
should benefit all involved. 
The current CYS members 
will benefit from the input of 
many more young Fellows; the 
leadership of the College will 
benefit from the involvement 
of so many more of its young, 
energetic, and enthusiastic 
members; and the young Fel-
lows will benefit from the 
opportunity to become more 
involved in this organization 
that is so important to them,” 
Dr. Savarise said.

The Board of Governors of the American 
College of Surgeons is pleased to announce the 
availability of the 2010 Nizar N. Oweida Scholar-
ship. The Oweida Scholarship, an annual award 
administered by the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Governors, was established in 1998 in 
memory of Dr. Oweida, a general surgeon who 
practiced in a small town in western Pennsyl-
vania. The purpose of the Oweida Scholarship 
is to enable young surgeons practicing in rural 
communities to attend the Clinical Congress 
and benefit from the educational experiences 
it provides. The $5,000 award subsidizes atten-

Oweida Scholarship availability announced
dance at the annual Clinical Congress, including 
postgraduate course fees. 

 Applications consist of a curriculum vitae plus 
a one-page essay describing why the applicant 
characterizes his or her practice as rural and why 
he or she would like to receive the scholarship. 
The deadline for receipt of application materi-
als is December 15, 2009. For the complete 
requirements for this scholarship, visit http://
www.facs.org/memberservices/oweida.html on 
the College’s Web site, or contact Kate Early at 
kearly@facs.org.


