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The Safer Surgery 2008: Current Evidence and 
Continuing Challenges session—presented at 
the 2008 Clinical Congress in San Francisco, 
CA, by the Surgical Infections and Environ-

mental Risks Committee, along with two other 
College committees—was well attended, and 
received excellent feedback and reviews by the 
Fellows. The committee has had a busy and pro-
ductive year, greatly benefiting from increased 
communication through multiple webcasts and 
teleconferences from the leadership as well as 
through the Fellowship. With greatly increased 
national recognition of the importance of the role 
of surgical infections and environmental risks, 
our committee will be presenting the following 
three panel sessions at the Clinical Congress in 
October 2009 in Chicago, IL.
•	 Blood Transfusions in Surgery: 2009
•	 Bedside Surgical Procedures: The “Invis-

ible” Risk to Patient Safety
•	 Bugs Are Winning the Resistance Battle—

The Surgeon’s Responsibility

These sessions represent current surgical 
challenges and will address the solutions to 
improve patient care. In line with the same 
theme and mission of our committee, the fol-
lowing seven new topics are being researched 

continued on page 43

VOLUME 94, NUMBER 9, BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

24



The American College of Surgeons and the 
American Association for the Surgery of Trauma 
(AAST) announces a program that will provide 
supplemental funding of up to $75,000 per year 
to an individual who has received a Mentored 
Clinical Scientist Development Award (K08/K23) 
from the National Institute for General Medi-
cal Science (NIGMS). This award is directed at 
surgeon-scientists working in the field of trauma 
in the early stages of their research careers. 
The award supports a three-, four-, or five-year 
period of supervised research experience that 
may integrate didactic studies with laboratory 
or clinically based research.

This award program offers a means to facilitate 
the career development of individuals pursuing 
careers in trauma surgery research by enhanc-

The Clowes ACS/AAST/NIGMS Mentored 
Clinical Scientist Development Award available

ing salary support over and above that offered 
by the K08/K23 mechanism. 

The application deadline is October 12, 2009. 
To apply, submit the complete K08 or K23 ap-
plication simultaneously to NIGMS and to Kate 
Early, the ACS Scholarships Administrator. Pre-
viously submitted applications and previously 
granted awards are not eligible for consideration. 
If applicants receive a K08 or K23 from NIGMS, 
their applications will undergo further review by 
a special committee for prospective supplemental 
funding. Funding begins July 1, 2010.

Awardees must be members in good standing 
of the College and eligible for membership in 
AAST. For further details, visit http://www.facs.
org/memberservices/research.html, or e-mail
Ms. Early at kearly@facs.org. 

Members of the Governors’ Committee on 
Surgical Infections and Environmental Risk

Vijay K. Maker, MD, FACS, Chair
Michael A. West, MD, FACS, Vice-Chair
Marianne E. Cinat, MD, FACS
John Fildes, MD, FACS
Henri R. Ford, MD, FACS
Donald E. Fry, MD, FACS
Linwood R. Haith, Jr., MD, FACS
John C. Hendricks, MD, FACS
Jan K. Horn, MD, FACS
Rao R. Ivatury, MD, FACS
M. Margaret Knudson, MD, FACS
Edward J. Quebbeman, MD, FACS
Leonard M. Randolph, Jr., MD, FACS
Andrew W. Saxe, MD, FACS
Francis J. Scarpa, MD, FACS
Donald J. Scholten, MD, FACS
Joseph J. Sferra, MD, FACS
Michael J. Sutherland, MD, FACS
Beth H. Sutton, MD, FACS
Stephen Michael Warren, MD

for the Clinical Congress in Washington, DC, 
in 2010:
•	 Prevention of Infection 2010 and Beyond: 

Let Us Not Forget the Patient
•	 Myths and Facts in Surgical Environment
•	 Infected Implants: How Do I Handle ’Em? 
•	 Vacuum-Assisted Wound Care: To Suck or 

Not to Suck 
•	 Hospital-Acquired Infections: Can We Win 

the Battle? 
•	 What Leads to Never Events: Perfect 

Storms or Black Swans
•	 Surviving Systemic Inflammatory Re-

sponse Syndrome—2010 and Beyond
The program chair continues to represent the 

ACS at the National Advisory Council of the 
Joint Commission on Blood Transfusion and 
Utilization. Our committee has accepted the 
charge of producing a white paper summarizing 
the College’s stance on this important issue.

Thank you for all the input from Fellows, and 
we welcome your suggestions through 2010 and 
beyond. 
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