
Professor Adeloye

Keogh is medical director of 
the National Health Service, 
London, and professor of car-
diac surgery, University College, 
London. He is also the director 
of surgery, The Heart Hospital, 
London, United Kingdom. 

•	 Ingemar Ihse, MD, PhD, 
FRCS. Dr. Ihse is emeritus pro-
fessor of surgery, Lund Univer-
sity, and director of practicum, 
Lund Clinical Skills Centre, 
Lund, Sweden. 

•	 Vicente P. Gutierrez, 
MD, MAAC, FACS. Dr. Gutier-
rez is a consultant for Hospital 
de Clínicas, Buenos Aires, and 
Professor Emérito, Universidad 

de Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
•	 A d e l o l a  A d e l o y e , 

MB,  MS,  FRCP(Edin) , 
FRCS(Eng), FACS, FICS, 
FWACS, FMCS(Nig), FAS, 
FCOSECA. Professor Adeloye 
is professor of neurological sur-
gery, University College Hospi-
tal, Ibadan, Nigeria. 

Presenting the Honorary Fel-
lowships on behalf of the College 
will be Edward R. Laws, MD, 
FACS, Boston, MA; Carlos A. Pel-
legrini, MD, FACS, FRCSI(Hon), 
Seattle, WA; Richard A. Prinz, 
MD, FACS, Chicago, IL; Timo-
thy J. Gardner, MD, FACS, 
Newark, DE; and Thomas R. 

Russell, MD, FACS, Chicago, IL. 
This year 1,259 surgeons from 

around the world were admitted 
into Fellowship during the Col-
lege’s Convocation ceremonies. 

Sir Rickman Godlee, President 
of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England, was awarded the 
first Honorary Fellowship in 
the College during the College’s 
first Convocation in 1913. Since 
then, 418 internationally promi-
nent surgeons, including the 
five chosen this year, have been 
named Honorary Fellows of the 
American College of Surgeons.

Following are the citations pre-
sented during the Convocation.

Mr. President it is a great 
pleasure to introduce Prof. Ade-
lola Adeloye of Ibadan, Nigeria, 
for Honorary Fellowship in the 
American College of Surgeons. 
He is the most revered figure in 
all of African neurosurgery, set-
ting a marvelous example for all 
who have followed him.

In the U.S., we have one neuro- 
surgeon for approximately 
60,000 of our citizens. In Africa, 
this number is one to 250,000, 
and there are some countries 
where the figure is one to 16 mil-
lion people. It is difficult to imag-
ine the courage and dedication 
of those individuals willing to 
take on the daunting challenge 
of providing neurosurgical care 
under such circumstances. Pro-
fessor Adeloye has done so, and 
has done it with grace, wit, and 
intellect that complement his 
surgical and educational skills.

Citation for Prof. Adelola Adeloye
by Edward R. Laws, MD, FACS

Born in Nigeria, Professor 
Adeloye received his medical 
education at the University Col-
lege of London’s affiliate, Uni-
versity College Medical School 
in Ibadan. His surgical and 
neurosurgical education were 
completed in the UK, culminat-
ing in his fellowship in the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England. 
He completed an MS thesis in 
neurological surgery, and was a 
registrar at The National Hospi-
tal at Queen Square, under Mr. 
Valentine Logue and Mr. Lindsay 
Symon, who also became an 
Honorary Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons.

Upon returning to Nigeria, 
he served with distinction dur-
ing the Nigerian Civil War at 
the Base Hospital, organized by 
the University College Hospital, 
Ibadan. This experience was 
the foundation for his world-

renowned expertise in missile 
wounds and head injury, the 
subject of one of his many books. 
Later he was to spend two years 
as head of a neurotrauma unit in 
Kuwait, and was actively saving 
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Professor Gutierrez

lives during the Iraq invasion 
of 1990.

Ultimately, Dr. Adeloye be-
came professor and chair of 
neurosurgery at the University 
College, Ibadan, serving with 
distinction until his retirement 
in 1995. During his 24-year ten-
ure there, he was responsible 
for training many outstanding 
African neurosurgeons and was a 
superb administrator, investiga-
tor, and clinical surgeon.

His educational activities in-
cluded 10 years as a consultant 

to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Malawi, helping to develop a 
fine neurosurgical unit there.

His academic work in neuro-
surgery includes many original 
scientific papers and mono-
graphs, and the original descrip-
tion of congenital dermoid cyst 
of the anterior fontanel, which 
bears his eponym.

A man for all seasons, Profes-
sor Adeloye is a published poet, 
biographer, historian, and essay-
ist. His wife is a physician, and 
their family is also extraordi-

nary. One of his several books is 
a charming account of his amaz-
ingly talented father, entitled A 
Village Genius.

Mr. President, it is my special 
honor to present Prof. Adelola 
Adeloye for Honorary Fellowship 
in the American College of Sur-
geons. His compassion and kind-
ness are legendary, and along 
with his dedication and energy, 
help him stand as a superb role 
model for all of us in our lives 
and our work as Fellows of the 
American College of Surgeons.

Mr. President, it is a great 
pleasure to introduce Prof. 
Vicente Patricio Gutierrez of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, for 
Honorary Fellowship in the 
American College of Surgeons.

Born in Buenos Aires in 
January of 1932, Professor 
Gutierrez’s roots were very 
influential in his life. Indeed, 
his mother came from a family 
of Irish immigrants, who had 
come to Argentina seeking the 
rich soil of the pampas to feed 
and raise their cattle. They 
instilled in our honoree a sense 
of hard work, adventure, the 
pursuit of new horizons, and 
love for the farm. He developed 
admiration, understanding, 
and respect for those who work 
the land.

His father, whose own fam-
ily had roots in Spain, was 
an academic surgeon of great 
reputation. He became Profes-
sor Gutierrez’s closest teacher 
and mentor in his professional 

Citation for Prof. Vicente Patricio Gutierrez
by Carlos A. Pellegrini, MD, FACS, FRCSI(Hon)

life, and someone he always 
tried to emulate.

Professor Gutierrez graduated 
with honors from the University 
of Buenos Aires and specialized 
in surgery of the gastrointestinal 
tract. His interest in research 
took him to Sheffield, England, 
where he joined Sir Andrew 
Kay’s physiology laboratory. He 
worked side by side with Leslie 
Blumgart, MD, with whom he 
became lifelong friends.

Upon return to his alma mater 
in Buenos Aires, he joined the 
faculty, and through intense 
research, education, and clini-
cal practice, he rose through the 
ranks to become the chair of 
the prestigious department of 
surgery in 1982. 

Anyone who has ever met Pro-
fessor Gutierrez would describe 
him as the ultimate gentleman. 
He is a generous man, someone 
who always places the needs of 
others before his own. Those 
character traits were best ex-

emplified in his development 
of a model residency program 
in surgery at the University of 
Buenos Aires.

At the time, developing and 
running such a residency pro-
gram meant overcoming the 
fear that residents would detract 
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