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T he U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives has passed
medical liability reform

legislation numerous times in
recent years. Unfortunately,
the legislation continues to
stall out in the Senate, where,
at best, 49 senators have voted
to allow consideration of liabil-
ity reform (60 votes are neces-
sary). After attempts to pass
the bill in the Senate three
times in two years, it became
clear that the medical commu-
nity needed to try a different
approach. A mutual desire to
break the Senate logjam was
the impetus for forming a new
coalition, Doctors for Medical
Liability Reform (DMLR).

Last year, the American Col-
lege of Surgeons Professional
Association (ACSPA) helped to
establish the DMLR. In addi-
tion to the ACSPA, founding
members of the coalition in-
cluded: Neurosurgeons to Pre-
serve Health Care Access, the
American Association of Or-
thopaedic Surgeons, the
American College of Emer-
gency Physicians, the Society
of Thoracic Surgeons, the
American College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists, and
the American College of Cardi-
ology. The American Academy
of Dermatology Association,
the National Association of
Spine Specialists, the Ameri-
can Urological Association, and
the American Society of Plas-
tic Surgeons have subse-
quently joined the coalition.

The DMLR is using a variety
of aggressive public relations
and advocacy tools to highlight
how the nation’s out-of-control
liability system is jeopardizing
patient care in order to in-
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crease public support for federal medical liabil-
ity reform and gain the support of all candidates
for national office.

Television news magazines
The DMLR campaign, referred to as Protect Pa-

tients Now, began this past February. The Protect
Patients Now initiative features 30-minute news

magazines that are currently airing on cable tele-
vision throughout four states—North Carolina,
Georgia, South Carolina, and Washington. These
states were chosen because they are in the midst
of a serious medical liability crisis and they are
each having a U.S. Senate election in November.
While the Washington State race is between a sit-
ting senator and a member of Congress, the Geor-

Examples of ads used in the DMLR Protect Patients Now campaign.
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The pledge that DMLR is asking politicians to sign.
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gia, North Carolina, and South Carolina races are
open seats, guaranteeing that new U.S. senators
will be elected in those states this November. It is
of critical importance that the senators elected in
all four states support federal medical liability
reform.

The news magazines feature physicians and pa-
tients telling the story of how the medical liability
crisis is affecting access to medical care in their
community. Physicians from a variety of special-
ties tell of how they are being forced to retire early,
move to other states, or limit the medical services
they offer. Patients and family members relate
their stories about how loved ones suffered irre-
versible damage because a physician was unavail-
able, because their doctor moved out of state, or
how they were unable to find a specialist.

Web site
While each news magazine is only being aired in

the specific state for which it was produced, ev-
eryone can view all four news magazines on the
DMLR Web site, www.protectpatientsnow.org. In
addition, a video featuring highlights from all four
state news magazines is available on the Web site.
Physicians and patients can download the videos
and share the files with other individuals.

The news magazines include a request for in-
dividuals to contact their senators and represen-
tatives and the candidates for these offices urg-
ing them to support federal medical liability re-
form. The DMLR Web page allows individuals
to e-mail their senators and representatives with
this important request.

Twenty states are currently experiencing a
medical liability crisis, while only seven states
are considered to be “safe” states. The remain-
ing 23 states are potentially headed for a crisis.
A detailed breakdown of how each state is af-
fected by this problem is also available on the
DMLR Web site.

Pledge
In an effort to identify which senators, repre-

sentatives, and candidates for office are willing
to support federal medical liability reform, the
DMLR is asking all of them to sign a pledge (see
opposite page). The list of individuals who have
signed the pledge can be found on the DMLR
Web site.

Grassroots teams
In each of the four states, the DMLR has cre-

ated grassroots teams of physicians and patients
who are meeting with public officials and the
media to help drive home the messages put forth
in the news magazines. Surgeons from Georgia,
South Carolina, North Carolina, and Washing-
ton who are available to help with this effort
should contact the ACSPA Washington Office at
202/337-2701.

Newspaper advertisements
DMLR has also been running various newspa-

per advertisements focused on the need for fed-
eral medical liability reform. The advertisements
demonstrate the effect that the medical liabil-
ity crisis is having on the economy of the states
that are in crisis. In addition, ACSPA ran news-
paper advertisements in Georgia and South
Carolina announcing the launch of the Protect
Patients Now campaign.

The DMLR will continue to run the news maga-
zines throughout the fall. Surgeons are encouraged
to visit the Web site www.protectpatientsnow.org
to keep abreast of the DMLR’s activities. V


