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Purpose and Objectives 
The purpose of Ethical Issues in Clinical Surgery is to provide surgical trainees, surgeon-educators, and 
practicing surgeons with a resource to help them examine the ethical underpinnings of clinical practice, 
and address the ethics issues and questions they face every day in caring for their patients.  After reading 
the chapters of Ethical Issues in Clinical Surgery for Instructors and Practicing Surgeons, considering the 
discussion questions, and completing the posttest, learners will be able to discuss important ethical 
principles as they relate to common clinical scenarios.   
 
Accreditation 
The American College of Surgeons is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
 
 
CME Credit 
The American College of Surgeons designates this educational activity for a maximum of 20 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™.  Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. 
 
 
Disclosure Information 
In order to comply with the Updated Standards for Commercial Support defined by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the ACS has implemented a disclosure process to 
ensure that anyone in a position to control the content of an educational activity has disclosed all relevant 
financial relationships with any commercial interest.   A commercial interest is defined as any proprietary 
entity producing health care goods or services consumed by, or used on patients.  The ACCME does not 
consider providers of clinical service directly to patients to be commercial interests.  Financial 
relationships are those relationships in which the individual benefits by receiving a salary, royalty, 
intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, ownership interest (e.g., stocks, stock options or 
other ownership interest, excluding diversified mutual funds), or other financial benefit.  Financial benefits 
are usually associated with roles such as employment, management position, independent contractor 
(including contracted research), consulting, speaking and teaching, membership on advisory committees 
or review panels, board membership, and other activities from which remuneration is received or 
expected.  The ACCME considers “relevant” financial relationships as financial transactions (in any 
amount) that may create a conflict of interest and occur within the 12 months preceding the time that the 
individual is being asked to assume a role controlling content of the educational activity. 
 
The ACCME standards also require that ACS manage any reported conflict and eliminate the potential for 
bias.  The authors and editors for this educational activity have been contacted and any conflicts have 
been managed.  However, participants perceiving a bias are requested to please report the 
circumstances on the evaluation form.   
 



Authors have also been advised that it is their responsibility to disclose if they will be describing the use of 
a device, product, or drug that is not FDA approved or the off-label use of an approved device, product, or 
drug or unapproved usage.   
 
The requirement for disclosure is not intended to imply any impropriety of such relationships, but simply to 
identify such relationships through full disclosure, and to allow the audience to form its own judgments 
regarding the presentation. 
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System Requirements to Complete CME Questions 
For best viewing, use Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher with JavaScript and cookies enabled, a screen 
resolution set at 800x600, and a 56K or faster modem.    
 
 
Requirements to Earn CME Credit 
To earn CME credit, learners are to read the chapters of Ethical Issues in Clinical Surgery for Instructors 
and Practicing Surgeons, consider the discussion questions, and correctly answer posttest questions 
online (with unlimited attempts).  Following electronic submission of answers and completion of a brief 
evaluation form, a CME certificate will be available to print.  The estimated time required to read the 
chapters, consider the discussion questions, and complete the posttest questions (6 questions per 
chapter) is 20 hours. 
 
Dates of Original Release, Most Recent Review or Update 
Ethical Issues in Clinical Surgery for Instructors and Practicing Surgeons was released in June 2007; 
content was reviewed in June 2010, and is certified for credit through June 2013. 
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Provider Contact Information 
 
For technical support, contact: 

American College of Surgeons 
E-mail:   elearning@facs.org  

 Telephone: 312-202-5400 
  
For questions about your continuing medical education credit or certificate, contact: 
 Ms. Ann-Valerie O. Griffin 
 Division of Education 
 American College of Surgeons 
 633 North Saint Clair Street 
 Chicago, IL  60611   USA 
 Telephone:   (312) 202-5266 
 Fax:    (312) 202-5029 
 E-mail:   mycme@facs.org  
 
For education related questions, contact: 

Ms. Kathleen Goldsmith 
Division of Education 
American College of Surgeons 
633 North Saint Clair Street 
Chicago, IL  60611   USA 
Telephone:   (312) 202-5212 
Fax:    (312) 202-5011 
E-mail:   kgoldsmith@facs.org 

 
 
Policy of Privacy and Confidentiality 
The Privacy Policy of American College of Surgeons can be accessed at http://www.facs.org/privacy.html. 
 
 
Instructions for the Completion of Questions to Obtain CME Credit: 
To obtain continuing medical education credit, review chapters in the printed publication, Ethical Issues in 
Clinical Surgery for Instructors and Practicing Surgeons and consider the discussion questions. Log on to 
the Internet, go to http://www.facs.org/education/index.html, and purchase the posttest. For each of the 
posttest questions (6 questions per chapter), select the correct answer (with unlimited attempts).  
Complete the brief evaluation form. Upon successful completion of the posttest and evaluation form, a 
CME certificate will be available to print. 
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