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In late 2002, the College began working with ACS State Chapter Presidents and Administrators 
to recruit individuals to serve in its new State Advocacy Representative (StAR) Program. Those 
selected as “StARs” will begin serving their chapter’s membership during the coming year -- 
working as the ACS point person to carry the College’s message to their state house. Another 
responsibility of these “StARs” will be to reach out to counterparts in their specialty societies and 
state medical associations who are performing the same service for their organizations.  
 
These individuals will be the chapter’s “scout” for the Fellows in the state – providing the College 
with local “intel,” which will greatly assist the College’s Division of Advocacy and Health Policy in 
addressing issues of concern to surgeons at the state level. We encourage you to check out our 
current list of StAR Contacts to see who your “scout” a t the state level is. For more information 
regarding the StAR Program, please contact Jon Sutton, State Affairs Associate, at 
jsutton@facs.org.  
 
 

STATE STATE ADVOCACY REPRESENTATIVE 
AK Debbie Aaron, MD, FACS 
AL John Hooton, Chapter Administrator 
AR  
AZ  
CA Stephen Mathes, MD, FACS 

Donald Gaspard, MD, FACS 
John German, MD, FACS 

CO Sharon Hammond, MD, FACS 
CT Christopher Tasik, Chapter Administrator 
DE Glen Tinkoff, MD, FACS 
FL Richard Lynn, MD, FACS 

Bill Bouck, South Florida Chapter Administrator 
Bob Harvey, Florida Chapter Administrator 

GA Martin Dalton, MD, FACS 
HI Danny Takanishi, MD, FACS 
IA  
ID  
IL Richard Fantus, MD, FACS 
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IN Ralph Stewart, MD, FACS 
KS Harold Riehm, Chapter Administrator 
KY William Cheadle, MD, FACS 
LA Lester Johnson, MD, FACS 
MA Michelle Baker, Chapter Administrator 
MD Dan Harley, MD, FACS 
ME  
MI Farouck Obeid, MD, FACS 

Tom Plasman, Chapter Administrator 
MN  
MO Michael Bukstein, MD, FACS 
MS Hugh Gamble, MD, FACS 
MT Denny Brown, MD, FACS 
NC Russell Howerton, MD, FACS 
ND Timothy Mahoney, MD, FACS 
NE  
NH Robert Zwolak, MD, FACS 
NJ Art Ellenberger, Chapter Administrator 
NM  
NV Dan McBride, MD, FACS 

John Fildes, MD, FACS 
NY John D. Nicholson, MD, FACS 

Heather Bennett 
OH Robert Falcone, MD, FACS 
OR Richard Mullins, MD, FACS 
PA Debbie Faesel, Keystone Chapter Administrator 
RI  
SC Chad Rubin, MD, FACS 
SD Gary Timmerman, MD, FACS 
TN Wanda Johnson, Chapter Administrator 
TX Mitch Willens, MD, FACS 
UT Kerry Fisher, MD, FACS 
VA George Parker, MD, FACS 

Harry Bear, MD, FACS 
VT  
WA Terrence Quigley, MD, FACS 
WI Terry Gueldner, MD, FACS 
WV Dan Foster, MD, FACS 
WY James “Bo” Johnson, II, MD, FACS 

 


