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March 2, 2009

The Honorable Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Gene Green
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Burgess and Representative Green:

On behalf of the American College of Surgeons (ACS) and the 74,000 members it represents, 1
am pleased to offer our support for the “Physician Workforce and Graduate Medical Education
Enhancement Act of 2009”(H.R. 914). We applaud your leadership on this important issue and
are specifically pleased with the inclusion of general surgery in the legislation.

As you know, experts now believe that the United States will face a shortfall in its physician
supply over the next twenty years. The number of surgeons trained through the nation’s
graduate medical education system has not expanded for more than two decades. A growing
patient population and a static supply of practicing surgeons are combining with other forces to
produced surgical workforce shortages.

As we anticipate the needs and expectations of the future physician workforce, the College
recognizes that we must begin to educate and train a larger cadre of surgeons, now.

Currently, a majority of residency training programs exist in or near major metropolitan cities.
While the current programs continue to excel at producing high quality surgeons, they do not
adequately distribute surgeons to communities across the nation. By providing greater number
of general surgery residency training programs in underserved areas, the surgical workforce
shortage could be reduced greatly for many states.

Patients need prompt access to definitive care when confronting a surgical emergency. Too
often, especially in medically underserved communities, the emergency department of the
hospital becomes the single point of universal access for millions of Americans. These patients
are waiting longer for emergency treatment and for elective general surgery. Many times, this
time lapse can mean the difference between life and death.

We believe your legislation will enhance the nation's ability to meet future surgical workforce
needs by providing the appropriate incentives that would lead to the creation of new general

surgery training programs in geographic areas that lack an adequate supply of surgeons.

Again, thank you for introducing this important legislation. The ACS and our members stand
ready to work with you to secure its enactment into law.

Sincerely,
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Thomas R. Russell, MD, FACS
Executive Director

cc: Members of Energy and Commerce Committee
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