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The American College of Surgeon’s State Affairs Team is available to assist chapters or individual Fellows with a wide variety of state advocacy resources.  Many have been spoken about earlier in this manual and include:

· Developing a Legislative Strategy

· Testimony and Statements

· Model Legislation

· Advocacy Training (during a Day at the Capital, chapter annual meetings, regional advocacy conference, and so on)

· Surgery State Legislative Action Center

· Lobby Days

· Handouts (Legislative/Issue/Political Briefings)

· Relationships with Other Associations and Coalition Development

Cross Country

ACS Cross Country: http://www.facs.org/ahp/crosscountry.html  Cross Country is a monthly newsletter that the College publishes on it's website, focusing on events and issues happening at the state level.  If anyone has an issue/event that they would like to see included in Cross Country, please contact Mindy Baker or Jon Sutton.  
State Advocacy Representative Program

In 2003, the College began working with ACS State Chapter Presidents and Administrators to recruit individuals to serve in its new State Advocacy Representative (StAR) Program. Those selected as “StARs” work as the ACS point person to carry the College’s message to their state house. Another responsibility of these “StARs” is to reach out to counterparts in their specialty societies and state medical associations who are performing the same service for their organizations. 

These individuals are the chapter’s “scout” for the Fellows in the state – providing the College with local “intel,” which will greatly assist the College’s Division of Advocacy and Health Policy in addressing issues of concern to surgeons at the state level. 











































The American College of Surgeons State Affairs Team: A Resource
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