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2003 Legislative 
Accomplishments

Physician payment update
2-year reprieve from negative adjustments

Medical liability
So close…..

Trauma system development
Progress on reauthorization

Patient safety
Legislation improved



MMA Impact

23.1%$463$376Hernia repair

23.0%$1,044$849Laminectomy

22.4%$1,218$995Partial Colectomy

21.7%$696$572TURP

22.6%$1,130$922Carotid Endartectomy

22.6%$1,496$1,220Total Knee

Change2005 Pay  
expected

2005 Pay 
pre-MMA

Procedure



2004 Legislative Activities

Elections dominate the agenda
Continued focused on medical liability
Continued progress on trauma
No action on Medicare

“Re-building year”
Miscellaneous issues

Physician-owned specialty hospitals
Assistants at surgery



2004 Legislative Activity --
continued

Patient safety legislation
Graduate medical education

Student loan repayments
DGME/IME payments for training in 
community settings

Scope of practice issues
Veterans eye care



Other 2004 Activities

Regulatory and private sector agenda
“Buy down” cost of fixing Medicare payment 
system
Private sector payment policies

State issues
Scope of practice
Office-based surgery regulation
Medical liability reform
Expert witness standards



2005 Outlook
Medical liability reform

Someone has to compromise
Medicare physician payment

Updates –5% 2006-2012
MMA modifications

Pay-for-performance
Public and private sector initiatives

Coverage for the uninsured
Medicare fee schedule

5-year review



Other Division Activities

Coding and practice management 
courses

Regional workshops and teleconferences
Resource material for surgical residents
Closed claims studies
Medical liability educational programs



American College of Surgeons 
Professional Association

Vehicle for most aggressive lobbying 
efforts
Formed in 2002

More flexible tax-exempt status
• Permits more commercial activity
• No limit on lobbying activity
• May be affiliated with political activity

! ACSPA-SurgeonsPAC



ACSPA-SurgeonsPAC

Established October 2002
About $350,000/$40,000 collected
Contribution criteria
Access opportunities and visibility



ACSPA Liability Activities

Patient education brochures
Campaign buttons
State advertisements
Waiting room material and others under 
development







ACSPA--Doctors for Medical 
Liability Reform

State focused public education 
campaign

WA, NC, SC, GA, PA, FL, IL
Complementary inside-the-Beltway 
strategy
30-minute TV news magazines
Print advertisements











Opportunities for Fellows to 
Participate

Be informed
Express your views
Use the Federal Legislative Action Center
Use the State Legislative Action Center for 
Surgery
Participate in ACSPA-SurgeonsPAC



ACS Washington Office

1640 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20007
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